2 rights activists killed 


Palace not picking 
fight with Dante Ang 


By Carlito Pablo 


MALACANANG is not about to pick a fight 
with the man who's been raring to expose 
“mind-boggling shakedowns" allegedly 
perpetrated by a lawyer and his law firm 
with close personal and professional ties 
to the Macapagal-Arroyo family. 
According to the Palace spokesperson 
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No way out 
for Meralco: 
SC says 
ruling final 


By Michael Lim Ubac 
and Ronnel W. Domingo 


MANILA Electric Co. has no other 
option but to immediately repay 
the excess charges it iniposed on 
its consumers, despite filing a 
motion last week asking the 
Supreme Court to rule on its third 
decision compelling the utility 
firm to return the excess collec- 
tions. 

Thus said Supreme Court 
spokesperson Ismael Khan, who 
declared yesterday that the high 
court ruling on the refund, esti- 
mated to be at least P28 billion, 
was final and executory. 

“In the case of Meralco, the de- 
cision is supposed to be final. The 
very wording of the decision itself 
would suggest that any second 
motion for reconsideration is a 
prohibited pleading,” said Khan, 
also the high tribunal's deputy 
administrator, 

Noway/ats 


Erap wants 
Pimentel 
as witness 


By Volt Contreras 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


DEPOSED President Joseph 
Estrada's legal strategy for his 
plunder trial is beginning to take 
shape, and it starts by summon- 
ing a former Senate President. 

Estrada wants Sen. Aquilino 
Pimentel Jt—the 10th senator to 
vote for the opening of the second 
Jose Velarde envelope—to be a 
"witness for the defense. 

Estrada said Pimentel could 
testify that when the infamous 
envelope was finally opened on 
Feb. 14, 2001 by virtue of Senate 
Resolution No. 927, it yielded pa- 
pers showing Estrada's business- 
man pal Jaime Dichaves as the 
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Explosions mar GMA visit to Pikit; 


DAVAO CITY—Velvet glove and 
iron hand. In the past two days in 
Mindanao, the President com- 
forted victims of the Buliok fight- 
ing while continuing to talk 
tough against “lawless ele- 
ments.” 

Yesterday afternoon, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo led thousands 
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Story below, 
Col. 1 


‘Don’t kiss the bride!’ 


PUNE, India—An In- 
dian bride was taken 
to a hospital straight 
from her wedding cer- 
emony last Monday 
alter she and some 
family members were 
confirmed to have 
been infected with 
SARS. 

Doctors also quar- 
antinedthe groom, 25 DX > 

"DONTI AZI 


website: wwwing7.net 
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INTIMACY ina time of SARS is problematical for a couple saying goodbye at a train station in China's capital, Beijing. Nearly half of the world's. 


‘SARS cases have occurred in China where official statistics show that 97 people have died and more than 2,000 have been infected. 


11 more-die in 


AN OBSCURE dusty village, Barangay Vacante in Alcala, Pat 


ngasinan (Pop: about 800), is suddenly the 


center of national attention following the death of nursing aide Adela Catalon who stayed there for 
several days before dying of probable SARS on April 14. 


of displaced families back to their 
homes in Pikit, North Cotabato, 
from which they had fled when 
intense fighting erupted between 
the Armed Forces and MILF 
rebels last February 

Presidential Assistant for Min- 
danao Jesus Dureza said Ms 
Macapagal also conducted a dia- 


logue with residents of barangays 
Bago Inged, Rajah Muda, Gli-gli 
and Inug-ug, to determine their 
needs. 

The previous night, however, 
the President turned down the 
appeal of Davao businessmen for 
her to lift General Order 3, which 
had placed Southern and Central 


By Delfin T. Mallari Jr. Clarice 
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China, 5 in HK, 1 in KL 


BEIJING—Three Asian countries 
yesterday reported 17 more 
SARS deaths as medical experts 
on the Chinese mainland fanned 
ut to the vast countryside to con- 
tain the epidemic and schoolchil- 
dren in Hong Kong went back to 
class wearing surgical masks af- 
tera three-week shutdown. 
China—epicenter of the fu-ike 
virus that has killed 235 people and 
infected 4,100 in at least 30 coun- 
tries—reported 11 new fatalities 
and Hong Kong five, Malaysia an- 
nounced its second death from Se- 
vere Acute Respiratory Syndrome. 
The WHO representative in 
China, Henk Bekedam, told 
Reuters that it would be “quite a 
challenge to contain SARS” in Chi- 
na. "I think we're going for a very 
big outbreak,” Bekedam said. 
According to China's health 
ministry, the death toll on the 
mainland has reached 97 while 
the total number of infections 
surged to 2,158—nearly a quar- 
ter of whom are health care work- 
ers. The number of suspected cas- 
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iron hand policy stays 


Mindanao under a state of law- 
less violence. 

The businessmen said the or- 
der was hurting the economy, 
but Ms Macapagal said there 
was a need for the military and 
the police to step up efforts “to 
prevent and suppress acts of ter- 
rorism and lawless violence” in 


Eden Marcellana, secretary gen- 


the two regions 
Citing her “inherent constitu- 
tional right as President and 
Commander in Chief," Ms Maca- 
pagal read the April 3 order be- 
fore key government officials and 
business leaders at the Marco Po- 
lo Hotel here. 
EXPLOSIONS/AI9 


llage isolated 


Second 
suspected 
SARS death 
reported 


By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
and Armand N. Nocum 

in Manila 


DAGUPAN CITY—Health of- 
ficials have formed a task 
force to isolate three zones 
in Alcala, Pangasinan, 
where nursing aide Adela 
Catalon stayed for several 
days before succumbing to 
probable SARS on April 14. 

Catalon’s 74-year-old father 
Mauricio died yesterday of colon 
cancer but is considered a sus- 
pected SARS case because he de- 
veloped fever and had to be hos- 
pitalized after contact with his 
daughter, Health Secretary 
Manuel Dayrit said. 

Mauricio’s ailment, diagnosed 
only last month, was the reason 
his 46-year-old daughter flew 
home from Canada on April 5 and 
made trips to medical clinies in 
Pangasinan, Baguio, Tarlac and 
Metro Manila in search of a doc- 
torto treat him. 

‘A sample of Mauricio's blood 
will be sent to a Japanese labora- 
tory, which is already examining 
blood from his daughter and a 
64-year-old German man who 
fellill with probable SARS but re- 
covered, Dayrit said. The tests 
will confirm whether the three 
were infected with the virus. 

Pangasinan health officer 
Nemesia Mejia said Task Force 
Star was formed to monitor the 
movements of residents of the 

SARS-HIT/A2I 


RITM to be 
reserved for 
SARS cases 


‘THE ENTIRE Research Institute 
for Tropical Medicine (RITM) in 
Alabang will soon be reserved for 
patients suspected of having Se- 
vere Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS), RITM director Remigio 
Olveda said yesterday. 

The RITM, which, along with 
the San Lazaro Hospital in Mani- 
la, was recently declared a "refer- 
ence center for SARS patients,” is 
now being readied to cater main- 
ly to SARS cases. 

“We are reserving 35 beds for 
SARS patients in a worst-case 
scenario ... when local transmis- 
sion [of the disease] shall have 
set in,” Olveda said yesterday. 

The institute still admits pa- 

NITMI ADI 


2 rights activists killed in Oriental Mindoro; colonel blamed 


GRIEVING colleagues rally in ront of Camp Aguinaldo on Tuesday. 


ERR 


Colting and Romulo Ponte 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


CALAPAN CITY—Two officials of 
a human rights group and a mili- 
tant farmers’ organization inves- 
tigating the murders of farmers, 
community leaders and activists 
in Oriental Mindoro have them- 
selves been murdered. 

Their bodies were found yes- 
terday in Bansud town a day after 
masked men claiming to be anti- 
communist vigilantes seized 
them in Naujan town. 

The victims were identified as 


eral of the Alyansa sa Pagusulong 
ng Karapatang Pantao in South- 
em Tagalog (Karapatan-ST), and 
Eddie Gumanoy, chair of the Kas- 
apian ng mga Samahang Mag- 
bubukid sa Timog Katagalugan 
(Kasama-TK). 

Residents found the bodies at 
about 7 a.m. in Barangay Al- 
cadesma in a bamboo grove some 
200 meters from the highway, ac- 
cording to a report from the Ban- 
sud police. 

‘Also abducted were Francisco 
Saez and Melvin Jocson, provin- 
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WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST The Blanes group of islands wil experience story 
‘weather. The rest of extreme Northern Luzon wi have rains and o- 
‘asonal gusty winds. The rest of ha country wil be party cloudy to 
choud sides with isolated ranshovwars or thunderstorms.. 
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Proponents push Cha-cha P1-B DIRTY MOI MONEY’ 


SC extends freeze 
on suspicious funds 


IGNORING the criti- 
cisms, proponents for 
Charter change have 
gone ahead with the 
campaign, creating 
yesterday three 
"working commit- 
tees” to draft the pro- 
posed amendments. 
A statement re- 
leased at the House 


The Irresistible You Masterclass 
The |n 


NLP Objection Mastary Wanita Aasertvanaes 
opal Crna "Sa Branton Panera 


Sprains tebe 


of Representatives 
said leaders of the 
Coalition for Charter 
Change Now! met 
yesterday at the Club 
Filipino to form the 
committees — that 
would also draft the 
“rules for the con- 
stituent assembly.” 
Western Samar 
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Rep. Eduado Nachu- 
ra, the chair of the 
House committee on 
constitutional 
amendments — who 
participated in the 
meeting, said the 
committees will be 
working on political 
and economic re- 
forms and the rules 
for the constituent 
assembly. 

The draft propos- 
als will be submitted 
to the Senate and the. 
House "in case" the 
Senate concurs with 
a House-approved 
resolution to con- 
vene Congress into a 
constituent assembly 
to cary out the 
amendments. Juliet 
Labog-Javellana 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


THE SUPREME Court yesterday or- 
dered the freezing of some P1.08 bil- 
lion in deposits of suspected Abu 
Sayyaf leaders and pseudo-investment 
firms in 138 banks all over the country. 
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READY FOR 


The temporary re- 
straining order effective- 
ly extended the separate. 
freeze orders earlier is- 
sued by the Anti-Money 
Laundering — Coundl 
(AMLC) against those 
suspected of laundering 
money 

The TRO, dated 
April 21, was released 
yesterday by the tri- 
bunal which is hold- 
ing its summer ses- 
sion in Baguio City 
and is to take effect 
immediately. 

The freeze orders 
cover all existing bank 
accounts of the ASG, 

Rosario Baladjays 

MMG International and Multitel Corp, 
Tibayán Management Group, Genta Ogami's 
transactions and the bank accounts involved 
inthe LandBank tax scam. 

It also covered 16 freeze orders earlier is- 
sued by the AMLC "and all other similar cases 
pending before all courts in the Philippines.” 

The high court was referring to 29 similar 
petitions for extension of effectivity of about. 
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100 other freeze orders pending before the 
Court of Appeals. The earlier freeze orders ex- 
pired yesterday. 

With the SC order, the estimated P1.08 bil- 
lion in frozen bank accounts cannot be with- 
drawn by their owners for an indefinite period. 

The Office of the Solicitor General sought 
the TRO on April 3, 2003 after the CA, which 
has the authority to issue the freeze order un- 
der the new Anti-Money Laundering Law (RA 
9194), failed to act on the case. 

The OSG contended that unless continu- 
ously frozen, the bank accounts “will certain- 
ly be placed beyond the reach of the law en- : 
forcement authorities.” 

“If the existing orders are not extended on 
or before April 22, they will automatically be Ț 
lifted by operation of law,” Solicitor General 
Alfredo Benipayo said. 

This would have rendered ineffectual gov- 
ernment efforts to go after big-time money 
launderers. 

Benipayo warned that if the funds and 
bank deposits under investigation by the 
AMLC were to disappear, the government 
would have a hard time prosecuting suspect- 
ed money launderers. 

Before the OSG elevated the matter to the 
SC, Benipayo had asked the CA to determine 
probable cause that the frozen accounts were 
"dirty money.” 

‘This is a requirement under the amended 
law before any suspicious account can be 
frozen. 

‘The law was amended on March 7 after the 
Financial Action Task Force international an- 
ti-money laundering watchdog threatened to 
impose financial sanctions on the Philippines 
if it failed to come up with a stronger law by 
March 15. 
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Distributors for 
partnership. opportunities 


In line with the company's plans, we seek earnest and 
enthusiastic companies or entities to be part of our 
growing distribution channel for our established branded 


3. Malaysia : Sabah & Sarawak only 


* Must possess a strong and well established distribution network 
* Experienced in Bakery Products distribution 
* Possess an experienced distribution & marketing team 


If your company meets the above requirements, please submit a detailed resume 


‘Deputy General Manager, Marketing 
TT Resources Berhad 
No. 101, 1st Floor, Wisma Dijaya 
No. 1A, Jalan SS20/1, Damansara Utama 
47400 Petaling Jaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia 

Tel: (603) 7728 2188 Ext 209 

Fax: (603) 7727 5288 
Emall: info@ttrb.com.my 
Website: www.ttrh.cum.my 
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It's still go for absentee vote-Comelec 


AFTER ranting about 
the impossibility of 
absentee voting, giv- — The Comelec earli- 
en a limited budget, er called off the 
the Commission on scheduled May 5 
Elections finally bent overseas registration 
over for lawmakers and reset itto June 5, 
and resumed prepa- citing lack of time 
rations for the imple- and funds. 
mentation ofthelaw. Abalos made the 
ComelecchairBen- turnaround after a 
jamin Abalos Sr. said meeting on Monday 
the overseas polls night with Senators 
would go on as man- Franklin Drilon, Ma- 
dated by the Absen- nuel Villar and Ed- 
tee Voting Act despite gardo Angara, For- 


Aquino; Th 


LUCENA  Gallardo- 
Aquino, widow of the 
late mayor Joaquin 
Aquino, of Prosperi- 
dad, Agusan del Sur 
died yesterday at Os- 
pital ng Makati after 
a lingering illness. 
‘She was 77. 

Aquino, who 
hailed from Tandag, 
Surigao del Sur, was 
the mother-in-law of 
Ike Sefieres, former 


a budget of only P400 
million this year. 


director of National 
Computer Center. 

Mrs. Aquino is sur- 
vived by her sons 
Gerry Joaquin Jr. and 
Julius and daughters 
Lenny Penson and 
Lorina Aquino- 
Sefieres. 

Her body now lies 
in state at Arlington 
Memorial in Quezon 
City. Interment will 
be announced later. 


Masaya ka ba 
sa iyong 
trabaho? 


OPENING SOON! GOLDEN TOWN SQUARE 
‘SHOPPING OUTLET PARAÑAQUE 
INVITING RETAILERS/WHOLESALERS FOR 
EXPANSION OR START-UPS BOUTIQUES, 
BILLIARDS, GAMING, SHOWROOM, FURNITURES, 
GROCERY, BAKERY, RESTAURANT/BAR, PARLOR 
CALL $414358, 5414399 FOR INQUIRIES 


HURRY! START YOUR BUSINESS NOWI 


eign Affairs Secretary 
Blas Ople, and Bud- 
get Secretary Emilia 
Boncodin. 

The Comelec chief 
said Boncodin had al- 
lowed the poll body 
io acquire expenses 
based on loans that 
the government 
would guarantee, but 
only if the cost of im- 
plementation—in- 
cluding regional trai- 
ning, purchase of 
equipment and other 
registration para- 
phernalia—exceeded 
400 million. 


“This seems to be vy menti 
is seems to i mo enti 


stalled only wherever 
there is a huge num- 
ber of registrants. 
The Comelec ini- 
tially sought at least 
P800 million this 
year to prepare for 
the overseas polls. 
‘Last month Abalos 
recommended the 
postponement, and the protection 
later the selective ap- “ASS it deserves 
plication, of the ab- Unta ZO3B-B8888 


sentee voting law, 


following Congress 
allocation of just 
P400 million in the 


GAA for the Comelec 
and Department of 
Foreign Affairs. 


Give you 


the only way for us to » 
proceed because the 
lawmakers cannot in- 
sert more funds into 
the GAA," Abalos 
said. 

The President is 
set to sign the Gener- 
al Appropriations Act 
(GAA) today. 

Abalos said the 
Comelec would prob- 
ably conduct count- 
ing and canvassing of 
votes manually in 
counties — where 
there are few Filipino 
voters. Counting ma- 
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Save as much as 80% 


Available at Carlos Super Drug, Z.C. United Pharmacy, 
Generics Distribution Center & all factory-priced drugstores! 


‘Tel 45: 711-9833, 712-4990, 741-9203 | Visit: www.DLI-Generics.com for complete product & price information, 


© Are you 40 years old or older? 

[X] Do you exercise everyday? 

[XJ Do you eat a balanced diet? 

EV. 1s your waist getting bigger? 

Maybe you should start taking COR-30 everyday? 


Helps prevent Heart Attack! 

Aspirin has been proven to help prevent heart attack. It helps 
reduce the number of "bad prostaglandins" in the blood. "Bad 
prostaglandins are the reason why blood clots occur. These blood 
clots could help trigger a heart attack. 


Less "side effects" 

There are people who experience "side effects" like ulcer when 
taking aspirin. COR-80 is the “lowest dose" aspirin. Because of 
this, you can experience less or even no aspirin induced. 
“side effects". However, being "low dose" does not necessarily 
mean “low efficacy". This does not diminish its ability to lessen 
"bad prostaglandins" in the blood and help protect you 
against heart attack. 

COR-30 is made specially for the heart! 
Heart aliments are expensive to treat! You are not the only one 
who will suffer but also your whole family. Help prevent it from 

happening by taking COR-30 everyday. Because of its very 
affordable price and effect on your body, it was made specially for 


youl Take one COR-30 everyday for your peace of mind against 
heart attack. 


For more information, please call the COR-30 Hotline: 920-1911 
Consult your doctor. 


30 milligrams 


COR-30 


Low-dose Aspirin. 
Made specially for the heart! 


‘Source: New England Journal of Medicine 


If you're overweight with excess fat all over your body, you can't help but feel embarrassed when you wear a 
swimsuit. Marie-France will help you look your very best by giving you real weight-loss results with no pain, 
no strain and no hassle. Soon, your body's fat bulges will turn into shapelier curves to reveal a slimmer figure 
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CELLULAR FIRMS ON THE SPOT 


Solon hits 


By Juliet Labo; 
and Abigail L. 


A CONGRESSMAN has criticized drug use as both hip. It equates 


llar 
pes na 


“The ad treats phone use and shots. 
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addictive’ Smart ads 


“Once you're high, there's no celebrities stating their “addic- 
coming down,” the ad said. tions” underneath their head 


PBA anchorman Paolo Trillo, 


telecom giant Smart Communica- the satisfaction one gets from reg- for example, admitted to being a 
tions Inc. for its recent print ad ular drug use with the satisfac- “music addict,” while model 
that he claimed glorified drugad- tion one could get from using Derek Ramsay said he was a “car 


diction. 
Palawan Rep. Abraham Mitra 
said Smart's Holy Week ad for its Ramon 


their phone,” Mitra said. addict.” 
But Smart public affairs head 


Isberto said the ad was de- 
rto countered thatthe signed that way because Smart 
"Addict Mobile” phone was sprin- ad explicitly stated that the "ad- will soon be coming out with 


Fak 


kled with the words “addict,” dictions” referred to were notat services for its “Addict Mobile” 


“high” and other terms associated all drug-related. 
with drug abuse. 


ing Smart was using the “lingo basketball, music, food, not 
of the underground drug ct 


phone that could be customized 


“We're not talking about drug to fit a subscribers. “addic- sionable youth is that drug addic- 
Mitra said there's no mistak- addiction. We're talking about tions." 


Mitra said he was not advocat- 
drugs. The ads were very clear ing censorship but was con- lion phones and addicted a na- 


tion is okay,” Mitra said. 
“It (Smart) has sold nine mil- 


ture” to sell its latest mobile and explicit (about that). I think cerned about the propriety ofthe tion to texting in the process, 
phone, which it called a "fix" the public will see it that way,”"he ad. 


that could cure the “craving” of said. 
texting addicts for “mind-biow- 
ing deals.” 


without having had to ride on the 


“Others may find the ad cute issue of drugs,” he said. 
The Smart print ad for its but they do not realize that the 


He said the company should 


Amazing Phone featured several messageit conveys to the impres- pull out the offensive ad. 
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Rebels attack 
Globe cell site 


CASTILLA, Sorsogon—Some 30 heavily 
armed men who said they were New People’s 
Army members burned a relay tower belong- 
ing to Globe Communications in Sitio Binan- 
derahan, Barangay Bagong Sirang here on 
Saturday. 

The tower's lone security guard, Crisanto 
Hapita, 23, told police the suspects arrived 
at around 1 p.m. and told him to come out 
of the guardhouse. He said they promised 
not to harm him if he cooperated with 
them. 

They then burned the station's equipment 
room, bunk house and temporary canteen, 
Hapita said. 

He said the suspects told him that Globe 
paid taxes to the government but would not ; 
pay revolutionary taxes to them. 

Insp. Jerry Ladia, Castilla police chief, said 
the fire damaged radio equipment, a rectifier, 
two air-conditioners, a fuel tank and a gener- 
ator, 

He said the suspects took with them Hapi- 
ta's .38-cal. revolver and personal belong- 
ings. 

Ladia said the rebels fired their guns as 
they withdrew toward Barangay Bonga here 
and police recovered 20 M-16 and 12 M-14 ri- 
fle shells at the scene. Emir Gamis, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 


Sinos, Koreans 
lead deportees 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


CHINESE and Koreans illegally staying in the 
country led the batch of 244 foreigners de- 
ported by the Bureau of Immigration during 
the first quarter of the year. 

ABI report showed that the BI had arrested 
282 illegal aliens from January to March, 244 
of whom have been deported. 

Immigration Commissioner Andrea 
Domingo said in a statement that the first 
quarter arrests this year were almost half the 
total number of arrests last year while those 
‘expelled nearly equaled the 259 total depor- 
tees last year. 

Domingo said that this was due to the 
crackdown on illegal foreign vendors who are 
all over Metro Manila. 

The drive, which was launched in January, 
netted 108 Chinese selling retail goods in var- 
ious shopping malls. 

Other deportees included 40 Koreans, nine 
Indians, nine Japanese, and eight Americans, 
seven of whom were fugitives. 

There were also deportees from different 
countries in Asia, North and South America, 
and Europe. 

All the deportees, especially those expelled 
for serious crimes, were banned from reenter- 
ing the country, 
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Senate votes 
higher pay 
for judges 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


HERE'S good news for members of the judi- 
ciary—the Senate passed on Monday a bill ex- 
empting them from the Salary Standardiza- 
tion Law. 

"This means members of the judicial branch 
of government from Chief Justice Hilario Da- 
vide Jr. on down through the ranks would re- 
ceive sharp increases in their salaries and al- 
lowances, once the bill is enacted into law. 

Supreme Court and other justice officals 
hailed yesterday the passage of Senate Bill 
No. 2018. 

SC Court Administrator Presbitero Velasco 
said the bill would entice more lawyers to join 
the judiciary. 

“Its a welcome development,” said Deputy 
Court Administrator Ismael Khan, SC spokes- 
person. 

Khan said he had yet to read the bill, but 
"any improvement of compensation for 
judges will certainly redound to more appli- 
cations from the private sector." 

He said one reason for the high vacancy 
rate in the judiciary—44 percent in the first- 
level courts and over 20 percent in the region- 
al trial courts throughout the country—was 
the low compensation. 

The Senate unanimously approved SB 2018 
onthird reading, The bill would increase by 100 
percent the basic pay of cour officials 

AI 17 senators present on Monday approved 
the bil, as well as Senate Bill No. 2526, which 
authorizes the Commission on Elections to auto- 
mate the counting of votes in the 2004 elections. 

‘The two bills are to be transmitted to the bi- 
cameral conference committee where they 
will be reconciled with the House of Repre- 
sentatives’ versions of the bills. 

Sen. Francis Pangilinan, principal author of 
SB 2018, said, “We expect to pass this bill in the 
bicam before June. The President has certified it 
as urgent as itis one of her key measures.” 


Korean war vets 
mark 52nd year 
of Battle of Yultong 


FILIPINO veterans of the Korean War mark the 
52nd anniversary today of the historic Battle of 
Yaltong, which made heroes out of the Philip- 
pine Army’ 10th Battalion Combat Team (BCT). 

Veterans from the 10th, 20th, 19th, 14th 
and 2nd BCTs, which constituted the Philip- 
pine Expeditionary Force to Korea (Peftok), 
‘will gather at the Libingan ng mga Bayani's 
Korean War Pylon for the simple rites and the 
turnover ofa commemorative exhibit. 

Over 7,000 officers and men from the 
Philippine Army served under Peftok and won 
praise from their allies in the United Nations. 
Command for their courage and fighting skills. 

The Battle of Yultong in North Korea was 
fought by the 10th BCT under Col. Dionisio 
Ojeda, whose 900 officers and men successful- 
ly defended their positions against the Chinese 
People Volunteers’ 12th Army, which consisted 
of 40,000 soldiers at full strength. The 10th 
BCT lost some 50 men, while Chinese casual- 
ties were estimated in the thousands. 

‘Thus the 10th BCT came to be known as 
“The Fighting Filipinos.” 

Guests of honor at the anniversary rites are 
AFP Vice Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Rodolfo Garcia 
and South Korean Ambassador Son Sang-Ha. 

A collection of rare photographs recounting 
Peftok's role in the Korean war, the exhibit will 
be turned over to the Philippine Army by Brig. 
Gen. Bienvenido Castro (Ret), president of the 
Peftok Veterans Association, Inc. The collection 
will be housed at the Philippine Army museum. 

During the Battle of Yultong and for most of its 
Korean tour of duty the 10th BCT was attached to 
the United States 3rd Infantry Division (Rock of 
the Marne). This division fought in World Wars 1 
and 2 in Europe and, more recently, was the key 
‘combat unit in “Operation Iraqi Freedom." 

. Maj. Gen. Robert “Shorty” Soule, 3rd Infantry 
commanding officer in the Korean War, said the 
10th BCT was the best Allied unit in his division. 

Led by the US, 21 member countries of the 
JUN sent combat troops or provided humanitari- 
an aid to South Korea. Communist North Korea 
and the People's Republic of China opposed the 
UN forces during the three-year conflict that 
claimed the lives of more than one million sol- 
diers and over three million civilians, 


LPG prices cut 


THREE oil companies—Caltex Phil., Petron 
and TotalFinaElf Phil.— yesterday announced 
they would be curting the prices of their lique- 
fied petroleum gas by P1 per kilogram start- 
ing at midnight last night. 

Industry officials said the price reduction. 
would mean that an 11-kg cylinder of Petron's 
Gasul would now cost between P294 and 
P304 while TotaGaz would cost about P280. 
Caltex did not give figures. 

This is the second time in a month that LPG 
prices have decreased, which followed a se- 
ries of price hikes starting in August 2002 to- 
taling P6.95 per kg. 

Petron public affairs manager Virginia Ruivi- 
var said in a statement the cut in domestic prices 
reflected changes in the international marker. 

Ruivivar said international contract prices of 
LPG went down in April by as much as $55, 
from $372.50 to about $217.50 per metric ton. 
Ronnel Domingo 
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Citibank Installment Loan 


Money when you need it. 


No collateral needed 


Pay in 12 to 36 easy monthly installments 


E 
e Loanable amount starts at P15,000* 
e 
e 


Monthly payments of as low as P717** 


Call for your loan today at 423-3333. 


INTEREST 


‘on your loan payments 
for the first 3 months. 


For more information, see flyers or visit www.citibank.com.ph 


* Subject to income document requirements 
** Computation based on loan amount of P15,000 over 36 months 


(0% Promo ends on May 31, 2003. 


Initially avallable in Metro Manila, Cavite, Laguna, Bulacan and Rizal provinces. 
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Sulu won't 


SULU will not be the "new battle- 
front” for the United States-led 
global war against terrorism, 
President Macapagal-Arroyo said 
yesterday. 

US troops to be deployed in the 
Balikatan 03-1 joint military ex- 
ercises in Sulu later this year will 
only be engaged in training their 
Philippine counterparts as well as 
carrying out civil projects, the 
President said in a statement. 

“There is no sense in speculations 
that Sulu willbe the new batdefront 
involving US troops,” she said. 

"The US troops “will not land and 
shoot” in Sulu, said the President 


‘operations 


infectious v 
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by the military which had been giv- 
en 90 days, from February to crush 
the kidnap-for-ransom group. 

“No such (American) soldiers 
willbe offensively engaged at any 
time during the training exer- 
cise,” Ms Macapagal stressed. 

“They have come to share 
knowledge with our troops and 
civic projects with our communi- 
ties,” shesaid. 

‘The President claimed that the 
Abu Sayyaf are “already on the — In 
run and our own troops are al- 
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against the Abu Sayyaf 


20th century. 


residents,” she said. 
‘Zamboanga 
City, Southern Com- 
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ready winning the fight." 

She also said the Balikatan 03- 
1 was "not a scenario being 
forced upon the people” of Sulu 
whose Muslim population is said 
to be deeply resentful of US sol- 
diers because of atrocities by the 
US Army during the pacification. 
campaign there at the turn of the 


“Military and local officials 
have been in close consultation 
for sometime now and have 
ironed out the issue with local 
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mand chief Lt. Gen. Roy Kyamko 
seid majority of the people of Su- 
Ju supported the conduct of the 
Balikatan 03-1 in the province. 

Only a handful of residents, in- 
cluding two mayors, oppose the 
war exercise involving US troops, 
Kyamko said 

“Out of 18 municipal mayors, 
only two are opposing, so majori- 
ty supports Balikatan and majori- 
tyis given more weight,” he said. 

‘The mayor of Jolo town, Suhod 
Tan, is among those opposing the 


offensives against 
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exercises. He said the arrival of 
the Americans even if only for hu- 
manitarian purposes would spell 
trouble for the people of Jolo. 
“We have had enough trouble. 
Look at what happened in 2000 
when the AFP called for all-out 


Sayyaf? We are suffering from 
endless crises. Businesses have 
been affected. What if the Ameri- 
cans meet an accident? We are all 
tired of being in the stage of so- 
cial services, we want to move 
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be new US front vs terror-GMA' 


who stressed that the Americans are 
barred from participating in combat 


on,” Tan said in an interview. 

‘The Concerned Citizens of Sulu, 
a group of lawyers, academics and 
religious, expressed their opposi- 
tion to the deployment of US troops 
ina recent letter to the President. 

They said said there were far 
more pressing issues for the peo- 
ple of Sulu than the presence of 
the Abu Sayyaf. 

‘They and some local officials 
agreed that the bandit group was a 
recent problem while poverty has 
been hounding Joloanos for decades. 
now Carlito Pablo and Julie S. Ali- 
pala, PDI Mindanao Bureau. 


Solons split 
on RP role in 
post-war Iraq 


LAWMAKERS are divided on the govern- 
ment's decision to send peacekeepers and 
humanitarian workers to help reconstruct 
and rehabilitate Iraq. 

Negros Occidental Rep. Jose Apolinario 
Lozada, chair of the House committee on for- 
eign relations, yesterday argued for the safe- 
ty of the 500-member contingent—including 
300 soldiers and policemen, military engi- 
neers, doctors, social workers, and diplo- 
mats—which is set to leave on May 15. 

Lozada warned of a protracted guerilla 
warfare in the ravaged country, saying Fil- 
ipinos and other foreign nationals whose 
governments belonged to the “coalition of 
the willing" could be prime targets of Iraqi 
extremist groups. 

“The solon recalled the case of overseas Fil- 
ipino workers in Jordan who were reportedly 
antagonized by the locals because of the Philip- 
pines' support of the United States-led war. 

Sen. Manuel Villar Jr, chair of the Senate 
committee on foreign relations, said the gov- 
ernments decision should be reviewed, ifon- 
ly because the Iraqis had not asked for help. 

Villar cited media reports on the Iragi's 
keenness to run their own country. Obvious- 
ly, he said, they resented the Americans’ “in- 
trusion and meddling,” 

Besides, he said, the money that would be 
spent on the mission could be used else- 
where—for instance, to improve public 
school facilities. He chided the government 
for acting before it could identify a source of 
funds for the volunteers. 

In a press conference yesterday, Foreign 
Secretary Blas Ople said Manila would fi- 
nance the mission for the first month, after 
which the US would foot the bill. He said the 
mission would stay in Iraq for six months to 
one year. Definitely, he added, there would 
beno combat role for the Philippine forces 

Six other congressmen yesterday said no 
matter what they thought of the US invasion 
of Iraq, they were backing up the Philippine 
mission. 

The six were House defense committee 
chair Prospero Pichay, housing committee 
chair Prospero Nograles, accounts commit- 
tee chair Robert “Ace” Barbers, natural re- 
sources committee chair Eduardo Veloso, 
Western Samar Rep. Reynaldo Uy, and Bula- 
can Rep. Willie Villarama. 

In a joint statement, the solons said: 
"What are allowances and expenses com- 
pared to the 100,000 jobs that Foreign Af- 
fairs Sec. Blas Ople expects to be given to Fil 
ipino laborers? Also remember that in the 
$75-bilion war budget proposed by (US) 
President Bush, $133 million are allocated as 
foreign aid to the Philippines." Carla P 
Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureau, with a report 
from AFP 
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pointment of an am- 
bassador to the war- 
torn country, business- 
man Jose Ibazeta. 
“Ies one way of 
saying that as soon as. 
the government (in 
Iraq) is formed, we 
would be extending 
recognition to it,” 
said presidential 
spokesperson Igna- 
cio Bunye yesterday. 
“Arthe proper time, 
when there's an exist- 
ing Iraqi government, 
then (lbazeta's) ap- 
pointment will be for- 
malized,” he added. 
The United States 
has shown it intends to 
stay in Iraq for some 
time, with the appoint- 
mentof retired general 
Jay Gamer to oversee 
the ravaged nation's 
reconstruction. 
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Lawyers launch Roco bid for 2004 


By TJ Burgonio 


‘THERE'S more than a year to go 
before the presidential election 
but it seems the campaign season 
has already started. 

‘At least 200 lawyers yesterday 
threw their support behind ai- 
other lawyer, former senator Raul 
Roco, endorsing him as their offi- 
cial candidate for president in the. 
May 2004 elections. 

At the launching of the movement, 
Lawyers for Roco/ Lawyers for Re- 
form (AR), the lawyers heaped 
praise on Roco even as they took a 
swipe at another presidential aspi- 
rant, opposition Sen. Panfilo Lacson. 

"Our man is a man of rectitude 
and leadership. His name has not 
been associated with graft and 
corruption. His name has never 
been linked with summary 
killings, and certainly not with 
corporate shenanigans,” said LAR. 
chair Arthur Lim, the former president of In- 
tegrated Bar of the Philippines, in a speech 

The obvious reference was to Lacson 
whose prosecution for his alleged involve- 
‘ment in the May 1995 rub-out of 11 members 
of the Kuratong Baleleng robbery gang was 
recently upheld by the Supreme Court. 

Other prominent lawyers at the launch 
were Lakas Rep. Oscar Moreno; Roy Sefieres, 
chair of the National Labor Relations Com- 
mission; and Jay Castro, incoming president 
ofthe Philippine Bar Association. 

“1 might face disciplinary measures (from 
my party for my presence here), but what the 
heck,” Moreno said in his speech. “This is a 
very historic place, and I would like to add my 
humble name to this historic place.” 

In an interview with reporters later, Moreno 
vowed to support Roco even if the ruling Lakas- 
(CMD were to choose some other candidate, but 
voiced the hope that “there would be a merging of 
positions” among the parties in the ruling coalition. 

“What's important is that our country will be 
givena leadership that it so desperately needs. 
We need character, and Mr. Roco may not have 
the savvy and flair that could attract tradition- 
al politicians, but he certainly has the charac- 
ter, competence and the determination to lead 
the country to better heights," Moreno said. 

Roco, wearing a blue barong, said he was over- 
whelmed by the support of the lawyers, some of 
whom had come from as far as Davao and Cebu. 

“Tm very proud of my peers. The law profes- 
sion is a peer profession. If you are respected 
by your peers, then you feel proud,” he said. 

Roco is a graduate of the San Beda College 
of Law and served as TBP president from 1983 
to 1985. 

“Remember that when you get three 
lawyers together, they have five opinions. 
Getting together more than 200 is a major 
achievement,” he said. 

Roco admitted that he was still seeking the 
endorsement of President Macapagal-Arroyo 
and other Lakas party officials. 

“I hope to get the endorsement of everybody. 
You're always trying to secure the endorsement 
of your people. You talk to the taxi driver, you 
talk to the waiter, you talk to the barangay cap- 
tain, you talk to the minister, you talk to the 
priest and you talk to the President,” he said. 

Asked to assess his chances of getting the 
Lakas party endorsement, Roco said: “I'm still 
‘wooing them.” 

He said it was people, not money, that 
would spell victory for him. 

“es the people who vote, its not money. The 
people with organizations and with plenty of mon- 
ey have lost in the las three elections,” he said. 


Dental congress 
starts tomorrow 


THE WEEKLONG 25th Asia-Pacific Dental 
Congress opens tomorrow at the Philippine 
International Convention Center. 

‘The regional congress is also being held jointly 
with the 95th annual convention and scientific 
session of the Philippine Dental Association 
(PDA), organizer of both events, which has drawn 
more than 3,000 foreign a local delegates. 

Dr. Diampo J. Lim, general chair of the 25th 
Asia-Pacific Dental Congress, said the event 
took nearly years fo prepare and organize 
from the time the PDA submitted and won its 
bid to host the regional congress. 

‘Also scheduled tomorrow is the 37th annual 
‘convocation and banquet of the Philippine Sec- 
tion of the International College of Dentists at the 
Discovery Suites, Ortigas Center in Pasig City. 

With the theme "Quality Dentistry and Mod- 
‘em Technology” the regional congress has put 
together a range of activities and programs 
which include scientific programs and lectures 
by prominent regional dental practitioners 
who will share their expertise and experiences 
to further continue education with delegates. 

“To allow PDA members to attend the intera- 
tional convention and its 95th annual meeting 
and election of officers, the ASPAC Congress or- 
ganizing committee and PDA board had ad- 
vanced and folded its scheduled meeting in May 
to the convention schedule with the approval of 
the Securities and Exchange Commission. 

In the convocation of the Philippine Sec- 

, tion of the International College of Dentists, 
outgoing president Dr. Luis Orosa will turn 
over the section's leadership to the incoming 
president, Dr. Antonio A. Baldemor. 

Other incoming officers are Ermelinda Galang, 
president-elect for 2004-2005; Eliza Puzon, trea- 
surer; Elizabeth Carrasco, secretary; Pasencia Mi- 
ravite, treasurer; and Leonor Lago, Ma. Fatima Di- 
zon and Luis Orosa, board members. 


ROCO 


If you find yourself or someone you know constantly adjusting the 
volume setting on the TV, one of you may have a hearing loss. 
If you are afraid of losing your hearing it's important to know that 
hearing loss can be controlled. Sountex" is proud to offer not only 
the most technologically advanced hearing aids, but cosmetically 


invisible as welll 


Whether it is the latest in digital hearing aids or the affordable 
conventional, there is a suitable hearing care package for everyone. 
Call us today and we will be happy to schedule an appointment for you. 
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With the high cost of energy, you could sacrifice your comfort 


just to save on electrici 


When you want to be 
comfortable: 


The Condura EBX has a high Energy Efficiency ratio and 
the lowest operating wattage in its class. You get the 
cooling comfort you need and the 


low electric bills you want. 


When you want to be 
comfortable while 
saving up to 40%* 
on electrical 
consumption: 


Now you can be cool and comfortable without having 


to worry about your electric bilis. The Condura EBX 
with the exclusive Energy Saving Plug. 


Just plug in. And save. 


“Save at least 


P4,200 


annually 
‘Versus other regular brands. 
Based on a 6 hours a day, 30 days a month 
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per kilowatt hour 


CONCEPCION-CARRIER 
AIR CONDITIONING 


CONCEPCIÓN CARRIER 
CUSTOMER CARE 


(Nana mma takatai 
poster 
0917-8435555 
0918-9175555 


E 
| 


a An 


YOUR EDGE IN ACADEMICS 


POWER MEMORY 


‘Memorization is the most basic of academic skills, 
‘bul few are truly trained to store, retain and recall 
information systematically. Power Memory Is a. 
memory training program that provides the system 
for practicable memorization -that saves you time. 


POWER MEMORY APPLICATIONS: History, 
Fiowcharts, Tables, Vocabulary, Technical 
Torms, Anatomy, Biology, New Languages, 
Math, Calculus, Chemistry, Law, Political 
Science, Prepared Speech, Physics, 
Physiology, Scientific Terms, Biochemical 
Pathways and moro... 
“The course helped me get the passion toleam.lam 
no longer intimidated when looking at long isis of 
‘complicated terms tomemorze” 

-Blessing Manuel, UP Student. 


687-7070 * 68741010 * 633-9171 
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‘Midnight Madness’ 


I TLOOKS like it's going to be the “Midnight Madness” 


sale of the Macapagal administration. Seven pieces of , 


government-owned property are being sold to raise 
funds to reduce the budget deficit. Most of the assets that 
will be put up for auction are prime real estate in New 
York, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Chicago and Houston. 
A parallel effort is reportedly being undertaken by the 
Privatization Council for government 
EDITORIAL property in Japan. The sale of two 
pieces of government property in Tokyo 
and two others in Kobe is also being proposed. Finance 
Undersecretary Eric Recto said, however, that the out- 
right sale of the four government assets in Japan was “out 
of the question.” He recalled that the Supreme Court in 
1990 ruled that the government had no right to dispose of 
the Roponggi property which was part of the public do- 
main. 

Has it come to this? Is the government so pressed for 
funds that it has to sell prime real estate in the United 
States and Japan whose value can be expected to increase 
over time? Can't the government find other ways to partly 
cover the budget deficit? 

‘Among the assets to be sold is the Philippine Townhouse, 
a six-story building on East 66th Street in New York. A US. 
firm has put its current fair market value at $17.5 million. 
‘Another is the Philippine Center on New York City’s Fifth 
Avenue which has an estimated fair market value of be- 
tween $22.7 million and $25 million. A third is the old 
chancery building at 1617 Massachusetts Avenue in Wash- 
ington, D.C., said to be worth $2.98 million. 

The others are: a 4,350-square-foot property in Hous- 
ton, Texas, with an assessed value of $388,000; the 
Philippine Center buildings at 445-447 Sutter St. in San 
Francisco, with a fair market value of $13 million; a 
house at 945 Timber Hill Road in Highland Park, an 
hours drive from Chicago, valued at $450,000; and a 
4,800-square-foot lot at 620 Terry Ave. in Seattle with an 
assessed value of $240,000. 

Why the hurry to sell these pieces of choice real estate 
located in prime areas of five major US cities? If they were 
maintained well, they could bring greater value for the 
government over the years. 

It has been said that some of these assets are in a state 
of disrepair and it would cost the government a lot to re- 
pair and maintain them. But surely a way could be found 
to raise money for the government and at the same time 
have something for the repair and maintenance of these 
assets. 

Recto, who oversees the disposition of government as- 
sets in the United States and Japan, has himself provided 
the answer. He said the property could be leased, be de- 
veloped through a joint venture or be the sites of build- 
operate-transfer projects. Through these schemes the as- 
sets would remain the property of the Philippine govern- 
ment and at the same time earn money for it. 

There is suspicion that this “Midnight Madness” sale is 
being conducted to raise funds for some people. Com- 
missions are going to be paid when the pieces of proper- 
ty are sold. And when less pricey pieces of real estate are 
bought to replace them, again commissions are going to 
be paid to some people. We hope these suspicions are 
not true. 

The assets in the United States should not be sold be- 
cause most of them have become part of the national her- 
itage. They have not just sentimental but historical value. 
For instance, the old chancery building on Massachusetts 
Avenue in Washington, D.C. has been witness to many de- 
velopments in Philippine-American relations for more 
than four decades. 

Who is the Filipino who has gone to New York and has 
not dropped in at the Philippine Center on posh Fifth Av- 
enue? Or who has walked on the streets of San Francisco 
and not visited the Philippine Center on Sutter Street? 
These are old, familiar buildings to Filipino expatriates 
and tourists abroad. 

Selling these assets is like disposing of highly prized 
family heirlooms. “Nakakahiya (It’s a shame)," someone 
said. It's a sign of desperation, a sign that the government 
is scraping the bottom of the barrel to raise funds to re- 
duce the deficit. Or is it just that? 

No, these pieces of property should not be sold; other 
ways have to be explored to raise the needed funds. And 
aside from the modes presented by Recto, why doesn’t 
the government trysome tested ways, such as intensify- 
ing tax collection and adopting an austerity program? 


YOU are familiar with the “buy now, pay later” 
and the “fly now, pay later" plans. Now we 
have the “vote now, qualify later” plan which 
our Congress has included in the Absentee Vot- 
ing Law. 

In one of the provisions of that law, a Fil- 
ipino immigrant or permanent resident of an- 
other country can vote in Philippine elections 
by merely executing an affidavit promising to 
resume residency in the Philippines within 
three years after voting. This is supposed to 
cure his disqualification from voting under 
Section 1, Article V of the Constitution which 
provides that a voter should “have resided in 
the Philippines for at least one year and in the 
place where he proposes to vote for at least six 
‘months immediately preceding the elections.” 

In other words, the Filipino residing in an- 
other country will be allowed to vote first be- 
fore he is qualified. He qualifies himself by re- 
turning to the Philippines and taking residency 
here within three years after approval of his 
application for registration. Is this constitu- 
tional or not? 

It is not, argued three election lawyers in a 
memorandum filed with the Supreme Court to 
support their petition assailing certain provi- 
sions of the Absentee Voting Law. 

“The affidavit promising to resume residen- 
cy in the Philippines within three years is a 
dear admission that the potential absentee 
voter is nota resident of the Philippines, hence 
he does not possess the qualification of a voter 
as required under the said provision of the 
Constitution,” argued lawyers Romulo B. 
Makalintal, Pete Q. Quadra and Sixto S. Bril- 
lantesJr. 

Congress was authorized by the Constitu- 
tion to pass a law to provide a system for ab- 
sentee voting by "qualified Filipinos abroad.” 
Under the Absentee Voting Law that it passed 
however, "What Congress did was to provide a 
system to allow the apparently disqualified Fil- 
ipino immigrants or permanent residents of 
another country to vote, thereby violating or 
exceeding the authority granted to it by the 
Constitution,” said Macalintal, Quadra and 
Brillantes. In other words, what Congress did 


SHORTLY before war erupted in Iraq last 
month, many newspapers and TV stations car- 
ried editorials that lamented the plight of grad- 
uates. It was graduation time then for most 
schools, though others like UP were just about 
to have theirs this month. 

Much of it was the usual thing we hear every 
graduation time. Well may the graduates strut 
and fret their hour upon the stage for tomor- 
row they have more than a hangover to wake 
Up to. They have the specter of joblessness to 
face up to. Most of the editorials cited the ex- 
tent of joblessness today, made worse over the 
years by the advent of truly bad times. 

The expressions of anxiety are not unrea- 
sonable, and I suspect many of the parents of 
the graduates themselves harbor them. Partic- 
ularly the not so well-off, even if they do not al- 
‘ways say it openly. Would the sacrifices have 
been worth it? Would the sale of the carabao, 
the small piece of lot, the family heirloom have 
been worth it? Would the scrimping and saving 
and foregoing of amenities have been worth it? 
Tris notan easy thought to have, as I know very 
well, having come from worse circumstances, 
and knowing friends who continue to be 
trapped in them. 

It is not unreasonable, but 1 wonder also 
from another perspective if it is not a narro, 
minded view of things. For what it is saying ba- 
sically is that the purpose of education is to en- 
able people to find jobs. If they are not able to 
do so, through lack of talent or opportunity, 
sayang the education. It will have gone for 
naught. 

The only comparable idea I've heard in re- 
cent months, also seemingly commonsensical, 
isthat we should emphasize English more than 
any other language in this country because En- 
glish is our ticket to finding jobs, preferably in 
big companies or abroad, and luring in foreign 
investors. Well, maybe English should be em- 
phasized in this country, or restored as the 
medium of instruction leave others to de- 
bate the point—but I don’t see why that should 
be so simply because it enables us to find work 
abroad and lure in investors and tourists. The 
Purpose of language is to com „unicate, not 
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was to pass a law providing a system for absen- 
tee voting by disqualified Filipinos abroad. 

Citing several cases already decided by the 
Supreme Court, the three lawyers said that 
‘when a Filipino acquires “immigrant or perma- 
nent resident status in another country, he is 
deemed to have abandoned his domicile and 
residence in the Philippines. If he wants to reac- 
quire his Philippine residency, he has to reac- 
Quire it for the length of time prescribed by the 
law and, for such purpose, he needs not only in- 
tention to do so, but his personal presence in the 
seid place. Hence a mere affidavit promising to 
return within three years will certainly not re- 
sult to reacquisition of one's residence." 

If the residency of these immigrants or per- 
manent residents of another country shall be re- 
stored or recognized by the mere execution of 
said affidavit, then the Supreme Court "will be 
rewriting and abandoning decisional prece- 
dents on the meaning and interpretation of le- 
gal residence for voting and election purposes.” 

What the Constitution requires is that a vot- 
er must be qualified on the day of the election 
and not at some future time. It cannot be a 
“vote now, qualify later” proposition, the three 
lawyers said. 

"What will happen to their votes,” they 
asked, "if these immigrant or permanent resi- 
dents are allowed to vote but do not return to 
the Philippines within three years as promised 
in their affidavits? Will they be invalidated? 
And, may Tadd, what will happen to the candi- 
dates for whom they voted and who have al- 
ready been proclaimed winners and are al- 
ready serving their terms of office? If the votes 
are invalidated and they end up with less than 
the required votes to win, will they be removed 
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find work. The purpose of language is to en- 
able the government to talk to its people and 
us to talk to each other, not lure in investors or 
tourists. 

Its the same thing with education. Of course 
education gives an edge in finding work, but 
that is not its real purpose. The real purpose of 
education is to educate. The real purpose of 
education is to help make a human being full, 
to spur him to reach for things beyond his 
grasp. Finding work or riches is its byproduct, 
not its reason for being. 

Ina deeper sense, what we're basically say- 
ing when we suggest that the purpose of edu- 
cation is to find work is that we live to work 
rather than we work to live. That is as monu- 
mental a confusion about means and ends as 
youcan get. 

hat confusion is more pervasive than we 
ik. It is patent in the way we conceive of 
levelopment," though what is patent is of- 
ten the least visible to the naked eye. Our 
concept of development is that farmers and 
workers, who are the majority of the people 
of this country, should live miserable lives to 
ensure growth, not that growth should en- 
sure better lives for farmers and workers. OF 
course the latter is implied, but the silence 
over it soon leads to its being forgotten. Look 
at the utterances of government officials in 
this respect and see if growth has not become 
the end rather than the means. And see if 
people have not become the means rather 
than the end. 

Its a silly view of life, which however has 
now taken on the aspect of a truism. The oppo- 
site in fact is true. People are the end, the econ- 
omy is the means. Education is the end, mak- 


from their positions?” 

For example, "if 100,000 of these immi: 
grants or permanent residents voted and only 
5,000 returned as they promised, what would 
happen to the votes of the 95,000 who did not 
return? If the difference between the winning 
and losing candidates for president or the 
number 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 senators was on- 
ly 25,000, the 95,000 votes of those who did 
not fulfill their promise to retum would be 
very material as they could make or unmake 
the winner for the said positions." 

‘And if these immigrants and permanent res- 
idents are allowed to vote, they would also be 
qualified to run for elective positions in Philip- 
pine elections considering that they have al- 
ready acquired the residency qualification: 
“That would invite a grotesque political situa- 
tion where our President, Vice President, sena- 
tors and/or party-list representatives are per” 
manent residents of other countries,” the three: 
lawyers said. 

‘They added that the “assailed provisions of 
the AVL will also violate the equal protection. 
clause of the Constitution since these immi- 
grants or permanent residents will only exe- 
Gute the said affidavit promising to resume res- 
idency in the Philippines within three years. 
However, this privilege is not extended to Fil- 
ipinos actually residing in the Philippines but 
disqualified from voting for lack of the re- 
quired period of residency as required by law. 

On the argument that these immigrants or 
permanent residents were only forced by eco- 
nomic reasons to reside in another country, the 
three lawyers cited the Supreme Court deci- 
sion in Caasi vs Court of Appeals. 

“Unlike the great majority of our citizens 
who cast their lot with our country without 
mental reservations or purpose of evasion,” 
the tribunal said, "these resident aliens of a 
foreign country are incapable of such entire 
devotion to the interest and welfare of their 
homeland for with one eye on their public du- 
ties here, they must keep another eye on their 
public duties under the laws of the foreign’ 
country of their choice in order to preserve 
their status as permanent residents thereof." 


inga living is the means, Education is not wast- 
ed whether people find jobs or not. Itis the end 
in itself, the flowering of life. 

Education has its pragmatic or utilitarian 
value too, but so in ways that go beyond the 
notion of “have AB (or BS), will work." Educa- 
tionis practical too in that it helps us see things 
in a new light, change the terms of an equa- 
tion, or ask entirely different questions—three, 
ways of saying the same thing. In this respect, 
Ive always found that joke about the differ. 
ence between a Chinoy and Pinoy graduate a 
most illuminating one. A Pinoy graduate, the 
joke goes, will ask another Pinoy graduate: 
What job have you found? A Chinoy graduate 
will ask another Chinoy graduate: What busi- 
ness have you formed? It is in fact no joke at 
all, it is a thoughtful observation about life in 
these parts. 

Doubtless, many will say that is just a func” 
tion of having capital, or being born into a fam- 
ily with one. Well, it is that too. But it is more 
than that: It is a different attitude toward life, 
it is a different perspective on life, 1 will not 
theorize on its origins. | will just say here that 
Ive always thought education could do the 
same trick. You have education, you can think 
of possibilities that go beyond those your soci- 
ety has thrust on you. You have education, you 
can glimpse worlds beyond those your parents 
and their parents before them laid out for you. 
You have education, you need not dream of 
serving others, you can dream of conquering 
worlds, 

You have education, you have imagination, 
you have moral judgment, you have the ability 
to distinguish means and ends. At the very 
least, you won't strike the pose of a vulture, 
waiting to pounce on the carcasses of the dead, 
which our government would have us do in 
Iraq, a thoroughly shameful thing to do. Which 
also suggests that not all those who go through 
school and eam letters after their names, 
which many of today's leaders have, get to be 
educated at all. 

But that is yet another story, or column, 
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AN EARLY assessment of who lost in the Iraqi war 
draws in sharp relief at least three losers—the 
brutal dictatorship of Saddam Hussein; the 
transatlantic alliance which was deeply split over 
the US decision to invade Iraq without UN autho- 
tization; and the Iraqi National Museum in Bagh- 
dad, whose priceless artifacts on the cradle of an- 
cient civilization in Mesopotamia were looted 
during the collapse of Baghdad. 

‘The political aspects of the crumbling of the 
regime of Saddam are yet to be fully assessed, 
and itwill take a long time to tell whether regime 
change in Baghdad wil lead to the establishment 
of a modern democracy in Iraq. 

Tf we are to learn from the consequences of the 
early 20th century American imperialism that 
saw the conquest of the Philippines at the turn of 
the last century and the planting of American- 
style democracy in these islands, we are not en- 
couraged to be optimistic about the new Ameri- 
can transformation experiment in the Middle 
East whose culture and religion are more difficult 
to deal with than the Philippine culture overlaid 
by more than three centuries of Spanish colonial- 
ism which has a strong element of Christianity 
embedded in it. 

Right off the bat, although very few lament the 
overthrow of Saddam, the biggest cultural loss to 
the world is the looting of Iraq's National Museum 
of Antiquity. War, of course, destroys buildings, 
and it can be said that in the American bombard- 
ment of Baghdad, they tried to be very precise. In- 
deed, the museum was spared the bombing, al- 
though many of the government ministries, com- 
mand centers and military targets inside the capi- 
tal were demolished, But the museum did not sur- 
vive the fate of most public buildings which were 
invaded by mobs in a looting spree while American 
tanks and armor crashed into Baghdad. 

Iragi, Unesco and international museum au- 
thorities had called the attention of the American 
military to the danger of looting, ahead of the of- 
fensive on Baghdad, but apparently this notice 
came to naught. True, most of the looting was 
done by the Iraqis themselves, but it has now de- 


ON VALENTINES Day three years ago, a 
Japanese customer summoned Rosita Canaman, 
a bar girl, to his hotel room for sex. As he told the 
police later, he became enraged when he caught 
her stealing from him. The customer then stabbed 
Rosita in the neck with a fork (1), strangled her 
and pushed her through a window on the 21st 
floor of the building 

‘The Japanese then called the escort service to re- 
quest another companion for the evening, but the 
service called the police when he told them what 
happened to Rosita. It turned out that the customer 
had been accused of rape several times before, yet 
managed to avoid prosecution each time by paying 
a token amount to the victim's family. 

Eric Ratliff, who tells this story, says Rosita's 
fate is an "ominous narrative" for many of the 
women he had worked with on his "ethnograph- 
ic" research on women in the sex industry. "Since 
(the Japanese) was a regular customer at the bars 
in Manila where I conduct research,” recounts 
Ratlif, "discussed this event with some of the 
women who knew him personally They de- 
scribed him as a ‘sadist,’ noting that his drug use 
caused him to 'go crazy sometimes. However, this 
attack did not induce a general recognition of vul- 
nerability among these women working in an oc- 
cupation that is usually associated with high in- 
cidence of sexual violence. Women working in 
the go-go bars—and indeed female friends 
throughout Philippine society have informed me 
that violence can occur anywhere at any time...” 
“WITHIN two days of this savage murder,” 
notes Ratliff, the Japanese was back in the go- 

o bars "seeking comfort in the company of. 

riends who did not want to have anything to 
do with him anymore...Several women later 
told me that they ran and hid upstairs when he 
came into the bar, hoping to avoid him because. 
they were afraid. His mere presence on the 
streets serves as a form of gendered terrorism 
because it reveals the extent of male power, 
ableto get away with murder because the state 
does not care to prosecute violent offenders 
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veloped that the pillage was more systematic and 
planned than an anarchic mob action. The looters 
knew what galleries and vaults they pried open 
and whose treasures they carted away. 

Iragi museum officials are sad and angry that 
the US military did very little to stop the looting at 
the museum, in the midst of the pillage of public 
buildings, hospitals, schools and business estab- 
lishments. US Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
dismissed charges that the US forces had allowed 
widespread looting of Iraqi cities, saying that 
chaos was an inevitable part of the destruction of 
Saddam's regime. "We didn’t allow it. It hap- 
pened,” he said. "And thats what happens when 
you go from a dictatorship with repressed order, a 
police state, to something that’s different, There's 
a transition period and no one is in control." 

Rumsfeld angrily blamed the media for "exag- 
gerating” the looting and made the outrageous 
statement while TV footage showed wholesale 
looting taking place in the cities and while people 
pulled down statues of the reviled and hated dic- 
tator. 

But Rumsfeld hit the peak of political insensi- 
tivity when he said that "free people" had a right 
to commit crime after they had been "liberat- 
ed'—a statement that takes the same rank of cyn- 
icism with the American doctrine of “preemptive 
strike” and unilateral action, barely disguised as 
a collective action by the so-called “coalition of 
the willing,” of which the Philippines is a token 
member, 

So scandalous was the looting of the Baghdad 
museum that three members of the US commit- 
tee on natural artifacts resigned, accusing the US 
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especially when the victim is labeled a 'prosti- 
tute,’ and thus viewed as being responsible for 
her own demise." 

“Sex-for-delivery libreng droga pal" is how 
Abante Tonight headlined its story on Rosita, 
who was described as not just a prostitute but 
as a drug provider as well (a charge relatives 
deny). Regardless of the motives for thus Ja- 
beling the victim, Ratliff says “her identifica- 
tion as a prostitute diminishes the severity of 
thecrime, and indeed, her case faded from the. 
headlines as a more ‘serious’ mauling of a cab 
driver caught the media’s attention (he re- 
ceived a black eye in an altercation with sever- 
al American servicemen)” 

RATLIFF observes that in this country, social "con- 
trols” constrict the behavior of women while serv- 
ing to "punish" those women who dare cross them, 

“Filipino women realize that they risk sexual vio- 
lence simply by being in a public place—especially 
at night—because they are considered available 
for sex if they are not accompanied by a protective 
male figure.” "Antiquated" vagrancy laws are often 
invoked by police to arrest women suspected of 
engaging in prostitution, though their suspicions 
are often triggered by nothing more substantial 
than a woman's having an unusual hair color, 
wearing heavy makeup or revealing clothing, or 
behaving ina boisterous manner. 

In the last few years, the government has em- 
barked on a day-care construction program, main- 
ly in response to findings that most incidents of in- 
cestuous and child rape occurred inside the home 
between 10 a.m. and noon. Women's groups also 
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military of failing to stop the looting. The Bagh- 
dad National Museum of Antiquities s one of the 
most important repositories of cultural treasures 
of antiquity in the Middle East. It houses artifacts 
of Sumerian, Babylonian and Assyrian civiliza- 
tions on the Mesopotamian valley, bracketed by 
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. 

Itrecords the civilizations on the Mesopotami- 
an plain for more than 7,000 years. Mesopotamia 
is the site of modern Iraq carved out of the Ot- 
toman Empire after World War I by Britain, 
whose mandate created the modern Iraqi state 
from the ruins of the Ottoman empire, superim- 
posed on the layers of older civilizations. 

Feared lost are the tablets of the Code of Ham- 
murabi—one of mankind's earliest codes of law 
famous for the stern injunction, “a tooth for a 
tooth, and a nail for a nail.” “The fact that the 
vaults were’ opened suggests employees of the 
museum may have been involved,” one museum 
official said, "To the ordinary people, these are 
just stones. Only the educated know the value of 
these pieces.” 

Press reports say that at least 50,000 artifacts 
were carried out within 48 hours of looting, and it 
is feared they would find their way into the an- 
tique markets all over the world and wouldn't be 
recovered anymore, 

No one is accusing the US troops of taking part 
in the looting but their failure to protect the mu- 
seum from the pillage is revealing of American 
priorities in many wars their soldiers have 
fought. 

Preservation of cultural treasures obviously 
takes low priority and in Iraq, protection of the oil 
fields—a strategic resource—from fire was a high 
priority. Troops seized most of the oil fields before 
the regime could put them to the torch. 

In the battle for the liberation of Manila in 
1945, a priceless cultural heritage—Intra- 
muros—was obliterated, reduced to rubble and 
lost forever to the Filipino nation in relentless 
American shelling to flush out Japanese troops 
inside the Walled City and in vicious street to 
street and door to door fighting, 
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argued that the feminization of migrant labor left 
children vulnerable to the abuse or neglect of fa- 
thers who are not prepared to raise a family alone. 
And yet, Ratliff points out, "despite the increasing 
recognition of home and family as a location of vi 
lence, the government insists in maintaining the 
current structure at all costs by denying couples 
the right to divorce, and providing few alternatives 
for women in abusive situations.” 

Ratliff cites the policy of making individual 
plaintiffs responsible for paying all legal fees as in 
effect "rendering justice inaccessible for most.” Al 
50, he points oui, "local values dictate that con- 
frontation should be avoided, so domestic conflicts 
and instances of sexual abuse rarely make it to the 
courts. In many cases, single women who have 
been raped are encouraged to marry their attack- 
ers to avoid scandal. Men who realize that this is a 
socially desired outcome of sexual violence have 
thus employed rape and kidnapping as an accept- 
ed form of courtship and expression of desire." 
MANY of the women he interacted with uttered. 
the cautionary statement that Ratliff uses as the 
title of his paper: “You have to be careful of un- 
cles because they might rape you.” “Uncle” in 
this case, says Ratliff, refers not just to a male 
blood relative but also includes “the many fic- 
tive kin that form the basis of intimate Filipino 
social relations.” That the women recognized 
the threat posed by real or honorific “uncles” 
shows, says Ratliff, “how prevalent the idea of 
the predatory male is in this culture.” 

inship” is supposed to preclude any séxu- 
al motivations or relations among the people 
involved, but Ratliff says “the status of these 
individuals in the local context should be ana- 
lyzed to discern the nature of consent.” In the 
local setting, both wives and prostitutes are 
seen as not having any right to refuse sexual 
relations. And fathers convicted of raping 
their daughters often justify their acts byciting 
their wives’ refusal or inability to satisfy their 
sexual needs, needs which daughters must 
then fulfill 


An Easter egg game 


GENERATION gap was so clear to me and my 
nieces last Easter Sunday as they were all excited 
about the Easter egg hunt. As 1 watched my sister 
paint and decorate two cartons of eggs on Good 
Friday I could not think of my nieces and their hap- 
piness as I knew we would have omelet for three 
‘weeks. Easter eggs and the Easter bunny were not 
part of my childhood and I felt like a dinosaur until 
Topened the drafts of Jose Rizal's third unfinished 
novel, a manuscript known by the chapter title 
“Makamisa" or "After Mass.” In this work written 
in 1892, Rizal describes how a small town is domi- 
nated by a friar named Padre Agaton. More inter- 
esting than the story, however, are the vignettes i 
to what | think is rural life in a Southern Tagalog 
town in the late 19th century. Rizal describes a 
game played by boys and young men who have not. 
reached adulthood called tuktukan, 

Thave never seen this game played except in a 
video documentary on Philippine games and ritu- 
als, Rizal leaves us with a less scandalous version 
of an egg-cracking game usually played by boys 
who tie eggs on strings around their waists, and 
with these hanging berween their legs, attempt to 
crack the eggs of another player by swift pelvic. 
thrusts that hit the opponents egg hard enough 
to crack. First to crack, of course, is the loser. Per- 
haps there was no malice in the game but in this 
day of video and computer games, these physical 
games really look Jurassic. In Rizal's version of 
tuktukan the eggs are cracked in the hands of the 
combatants. 

Tuktukan is just part of this unfinished novel by? 
Rizal, People bet on the players, Silvino and Ce- 
cilio, as they would in a cockpit but then the game 
is only played, according to Rizal, during Lent 
and this scene happens during a procession. Silvi- 
no has a reputation for cheating yet the game 
continues and ends in a street brawl. Naturally, 
people are distracted from the procession. The 
brawl should be short and swift but then Capitan 
Panchong, father of Cecilio, and Tanukang, father 
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Ambeth R. Ocampo 
of Silvino, join the fray and the trouble gets big- 
ger than it should. I translated the manuscript 
from the original Spanish and this is how it goes: 

“On one side of the town one could see numer- 
ous groups of men, seated in front of the tiendas 
and food stalls run by the women, in heated dis- 
‘cussion on the issues of the day. [On the other 
side] the young men carried chicken eggs and 
busied themselves with their favorite pastime 
called tuktukan, played only during Lent, while 
their fathers and elders were in the cockpit play- 
ing with their fortunes 

“Boys usually played tuktukan until they be- 
come adults. The only difference between t 
game and cockfighting was money. In cockfight- 
ing, one lost large sums but in tuktukan, the win- 
ner just took the cracked egg. [Before playing 
tuktukan, they first) carefully examined the eggs 
to determine whether one was more resistant 
than the other by testing them slightly against 
each other, Firmly holding the eggs, they gave 
each a slight stroke on the elongated portion of 
the egg. This slight blow on the lower part of the 
egg usually produced a tiny crack while the top 
remained intact. 

“In the plaza, one could see Silvino, son of 
Tanukang, among the group of youngsters. He 
was well-dressed and carried a small pouch with 
half-a-dozen eggs that he had previously won, 
wrapped ina silk handkerchief. He was thus chal- 
lenging everyone to an eggshell cracking contest. 

“Tuktukan!” He shouted triumphantly. ‘Come 
on, are you afraid? Come on! I have already re- 


ceived several blows. The other young men, up- 
on seeing his basket full of eggs, shied away and 
refused to join the contest. Silvino was notorious 
among the boys for being clever, arrogant and 
very demanding because his father was in power. 
Besides all this, everyone murmured that Silvino 
was a cheat, who filled his eggs with very fine 
brick or metal pellets 

“Tuktukan?” he shouted more arrogantly each 
time, and many responded by shaking their heads 
and keeping silent. Seeing that nobody would 
dare challenge him, he approached the son of 
Capitan Panchong, who was also in the crowd 
and provoked him. ‘Lets go, the two of us He said 
with a provocative air. 

“Cecilio, the son of Capitan Panchong, who 
was timid and bashful responded: I don't want to 
play with you. I'm not feeling well" 

“Oh! Are you afraid?” Silvino sneered. 

“What? Me? Afraid of what? Cecilio replied, 
somewhat irked. ‘Let us examine the eggs first. 
Oh, 1 guess you don’t want to show your egg be- 
cause itis filled with tiny brick pellets. 

“Silvino was irritated by these comments. 
“What brick pellets are you talking about? You're 
a coward! The truth is you're just afraid of your 
father, [that’s why you don't want to play). 

“Say that again? [the once timid Cecilio an- 
swered]. When was I ever afraid of my father?” 

"Tuktukanl" Silvino shouted triumphantly and 
maliciously. Tuktukan! Who would dare chal- 
lenge me? he repeatedly cried aloud. 

“Still everyone refused to take the challenge, 
especially when somebody whispered that Silvi- 
no's winning egg might be a fake. In fact, young 
boys could devise many ways of faking an egg. 
Some would meticulously prick a small hole into 
the eggshell, then fill it up with tiny brick or metal 
pellets to reinforce the elongated part of the egg. 

(Conclusion on Friday) 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edu 
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When a museum 
falls victim to war 


FOR CONCERNED museum lovers around the world, the 
news came over the weekend of the catastrophe we all 
feared. One day after the American troops entered Baghdad, 
the National Museum of Irag was looted and a reported 
170,000 artifacts carted away, many of the major antiquities, 
ofthe Mesopotamian civilization. à 

Thousands of men, women and children, brandishing 
guns, knives and 
Clubs stormed into 
ihe national muse- 
um despite unheed- 
ed appeals by muse- 

* um staff members to 
American troops in 
tanks just 500 yards away to stop the crowd, Most in the 
crowd were from the poor districts of thé city but there were 
many too, who were middle class and darted into the 18 
vaulted chambers of the museum, knowing where to go and 
what to steal. 

‘Mohsen Hassan, a 56-year-old deputy curator of the mu- 
seum, pleaded with American military commanders to pro- 
tect the building but was given no help. Instead, Hassan, 
who spent 34 years developing the collection, could. only 
watch helplessly as men with sledgehammers smashed glass 
display cases and fired guns to break the locks. 

The loot included 4,000-year-old gold necklaces, jewelry 
and a gold harp from the Sumerian Dynasty. Hauled out too 
in wheelbarrows and carts were ancient stone carvings of 
kings and princesses, cuneiform tablets, tapestry, tablets on 
geometry, ceramics, urns and bowls dating 2,000 years 
back. 

‘The refusal of the American forces to safeguard the na- 
tional museum is a clear violation of the Hague Conven- 
tion for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of 
‘Armed Conflict, The convention specifically states that 
during conflicts, all parties must protect archives, li- 
braries, monuments and sites and museums. International 
museum organizations had brought this matter up to both 
the American and British government months before the 
war began. 

The destruction of the National Museum of Iraq painfully 
recalls the ravages of war inflicted on our own national mu- 
seum. Mortar fire in World War II during the American "lib- 
eration” of Manila resulted in the loss of over 90 percent of 
the national museum's collection. 

‘The world saw on television how the coalition forces took 
great pains to successfully secure the majority of Iraq's oil 
fields from any sabotage attempts by Saddam Hussein's Re- 
publican Forces. Yet, the coalition forces remained indiffer- 
ent to the rampant destruction and accompanying looting of 
hospitals, government buildings for trade, agriculture and 
higher education, historical monuments and museums. With 
the much touted weapons of mass destruction still not 
found, the common perception that the American govern- 
ment waged war only to capture oil fields becomes increas- 
ingly plausible. 

‘One outcome of war is the absence of order and civility. 
‘The military strategists in Washington, D.C. and London, ob- 
sessed with their own weapons of mass destruction, over- 
looked the anarchy and tragic aftermath of the war they 
spawned and should be taken to-task for abandoning the po- 
lice duties they must now bear. Unfortunately, for the Na- 
tional Museum of Iraq, there is nothing left to police. All its 
‘most valuable artifacts which trace the founding of three ma- 
jer world religions—Judaism, Christianity and Islam—in the 
region have vanished. 

Many of the "unwilling" countries and its citizens opposed 
to the Iraq war cited the unnecessary civilian deaths that 
‘would result, and the destruction and looting of Iraq's muse- 
um treasures known to be the most extensive and valuable 
among all Middle Eastern museums. In addition, Iraq is dot- 
ted with thousands of historical monuments and archaeolog- 
ical sites often referred to in biblical passages. ` 

In contrast, the “coalition of the willing" as exemplified by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, has been boasting even before 
the fighting has stopped that there are thousands of jobs 
waiting for Filipinos in the reconstruction of Iraq. Snubbing 
the peace entreaties of her own spiritual leader, Pope John 
Paul Il, and the majority of the Filipino people's staunch op- 
position to the war, President Macapagal unfortunately de- 
picts herself not as a statesperson but as an amoral individu- 
al now angling for her piece of the action. The hundreds of 
maimed and dying Iraqi children in looted hospitals have not 
yet recovered or been placed in decent caskets and this Pres- 
ident is already calculating her cheerleading reward. Will 
her Filipino humanitarian team be able to piece back torn 
children’s limbs or the shards of bombed ceramics in sites 
such as Basra where the biblical Adam and Eve's Paradise 
‘was supposedly located? Will her team of social workers be 
able to heal a people whose national patrimony have now 
been ransacked? 

Tt is all too terribly premature for the President to think 
that Filipinos will be welcomed with open arms and get 
plum jobs in the region. This tarnished country, one of the 
first founders of the United Nations, has plummeted to the 
status of an ambulance chaser, a derisive term for low- 
class lawyers who keep tabs of emergency patients for 
possible litigation fees. After the initial shock and eventu- 
al painful discovery that the region has irretrievably lost 
its artistic and historical treasures, we shouldn’t be rudely 
disturbed if our workers become targets of fury in the Mid- 
dle East. 

Raid Abdul Rihar Muhammad, an archaeologist who has 
done extensive work in Iraq's 10,000 archaeological sites, 
said in an interview with the New York Times, "A country's 
identity, its value and civilization reside in its history. If a 
country’s civilization is looted, as ours has been here, its his- 
tory ends. Please tell this to President Bush, Please remind 
him that he promised to liberate the Iraqi people, but that 
this is not liberation, this is a humiliation.” 

For those of us who opposed this obscene war, we 
state our profound sadness and lament for the many, now 
uncountable deaths of innocent Iraqi people. With the 
demise of the National Museum of Iraq, we now must mourn 
too the setback of civilization’s progress as exemplified in the 
global yearning to preserve its heritage. In the cultural 
realm, there are no victors. Destruction, carnage and bar- 
barism are the only victors. 

John L. Silva is the senior consultant of the National Museum 
ofthe Philippines. 
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'nessman is heading it, then it's clearly a busi 
ness campaign. Then there are also the insider: 
reports that President Macapagal is set to issue 
an executive order mapping out her adminis-; 
tration’s strategy to take advantage of the eco- 
nomic opportunities in Iraq's post-war rehabil-; 
itation. 

There is already talk circulating in various, 
business circles and key government offices that 
the President wants coordination between gov- 
ernment agencies and the private sector to 
make full use of government resources in 
clinching multimillion-dollar deals in engineer- 
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REST CARROTS ATS SESE IPSS MO TE aa 


Saddam's “Shiite Thug in US custody - 


DOHA, Qatar—Muhammad Hamza al-Zubaydi, known as 
Saddam Hussein’s “Shiite Thug” for his role in Iraq’s 
bloody suppression of the Shiite Muslim uprising of 1991, 
was arrested Monday, the US Central Command said. 


Bush administration oficials tipped forces to where al Zubayd ; 
have identified al-Zubaydiasone was hiding with his son, and that 3 
ofnine Iragis—including Saddam the two were caught together. Maybe youre the one 
Mimselt-sought for trial on “He was hiding in an abar | 7 
Meu ee, da eeter rab | | Who needs an upgrade. 
against humanity. up area,” he said. E i 5 
ma Ing and former" Witt Mondays capture eight of +] Announcing NIIT's Post-Graduate Programs in IT 
member of Iraq's ruling Revolu- the 55 most wanted are now in | | 
tionary Command Council and custody though none of them is 
regional commander of the cen- fromthe very top ofthe list. A ninth 
tral Euphrates district, al-Zubay- figure, Ali Hassan al-Majid—a top 
di was No. 18 on a list of the 55 adviser to Saddam and known as 
most-wanted figures from the “Chemical Al’ for his use of poison 
Saddam's regime. Iraqi opposi- gas against Iraq's Kurdish minori- 
tion groups have accused him of ty—i believed to have been killed 
the 1999 assassination of a top in an airstrike in Basra. 
Shiite eric Al-Zubaydi, a former prime 
“This is very significant—he is minister and deputy prime minis- 
fone of the most hated men in the ter, was one of the key figures in 
former regime,” said Haider Ah- suppressing the uprising of Iraq's 
mad, a London-based spokesper- Shiite majority that followed 
son for the Iraqi National Iraq's defeat in the 1991 Gulf War. 
Congress, one of the numerous Tens of thousands of people died. 
partiesthat,inexile,had opposed Al-Zubaydi was considered 
Saddam's government. one of the most brutal members 
‘He was an associate of Saddam of Saddam's regime and was list- 
since the early 1960s and had ed in a US State Department re- 
been retired from a publicrole in port “Iraq: Crimes against Hu- 
the leadership for about two maniry, Leaders as Execationers.” 
years. He was once featured in an Iragi 
Central Command gave no fur- videotape brutalizing Shiite dissi- 
ther details on his arrest. The dents as a display of authority 
Iraqi National Congress thelead. and encouragement to soldiers to 
ing ant-Saddam organization, be tough 
said its forces arrested al-Zubaydi A Shite himself, al-Zubaydi also 
in Hillah, about 100 km south of presided over the destruction of 
Baghdad, and tumed him over tothe southern marshes in the 19905, 
US forces an action aimed against Shite 
Ahmad said local people “Marsh Amibs” livingthere. — AP 


Iraqi pilgrims, freed 
of Saddam, throng Kerbala 


KERBALA, Iraq—Countless thou- followers that led to Hussein's 
sands of Iraqi Shiite Muslims, op- death is at the root of the split be- 
pressed under Saddam Hussein, tween Shiites and the Sunni Mus- 
thronged the holy city of Kerbala lims, who are in the majority else- 
on Tuesday, free for the first time where in the Arab world. 
in decades to mark one the most Some waved black flags for 
sacred momentsoftheiryear. mourning, others the green flag 
‘Traffic ground to a halt as the of Islam. Women enrobed in 
pilgrims, many with chests, heads black sat quietly at the roadside, 
and faces bloodied from self-flag- slowly beating their chests. Many 
ellation, chanted in praise of had walked barefoot on hot and gth£f999318W9 $112359 
Imam Hussein, a grandson of Is- dusty roads to reach Kerbala. N N ` B 
lam's Prophet Mohammad and Street hawkers labored through RAN x 


M 


one of the first leaders of the Shi- the roads, shoving cans loaded down m 
ite Muslim community. with crates of soft drinks as other 
Shiite leaders say a million or men stood watching, chewing bread, 
more may flock to Kerbala, 110km smokingorthumbingwonybeads. ^ | 
south of Baghdad, forthe climaxof Nearby was the pilgrims’ For inquires call: Makati Tel, No: 830-3000 - Taft Ave Tel. No: 405-0018 
the pilgrimage, Arbaiin, the 40th goal—the gold-domed shrine of 
dayaferthedeathofHussein. Imam Hussein which was sur- 
As the procesion made is way rounded by portraits of the Shite 
crates oflive chi D i 
A mane de edet ng kadal a rae Tel. No.: 889-1189. E-mail: info@niit.com.ph or visit: www.hiit.com Learn how the world is doing IT 
thumping salud anesthe under Saddam Husseins seat | “| oy, 2,500 Waets lta Operations in 36 cun” Gayest at ie 
Ka | government whic cracked down EA Qr cuu Taat 5 dd 180 a01 Wetsot Best Tralalag Parr “Global BH oror 
crowded atop trucks or perched  inlrag—andsuppressedtheirreli- £ 7| clients include Citibank, Sony, IBM, HP, Microsoft and Sun Microsystems. Seren Ee ae 
‘on rooftops above banners. One, gious practices. 
in English, read: “The Imam Hus- The last major celebration of Ar- 
sein Revolution was a scream in basin, in 1977, ended with Sad- 
the face of the oppressors.” dams forces massacring Shiites on 
Fighting among Mohammads theroadstoKerbala. ‘Reuters 
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His tuition. 
His future. 


Keep your options open. 
'sin your hands. ed 


* Maximum loanable amount: P250,000.00 
* Fixed low rate of 1.5%* per month 
« Easy payment terms: 12, 18, 24, or 36 mos. 


NO COLLATERAL REQUIRED. 


Open tall regular employees with at least (1) year work tenure 
HGH VAT will be imposed on al interest payments 


Apply now: 885-8228/885-8249/885-8250 
or visit any PSBank branch nearest you. 
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TOWER II 


The Best Things in Life Are Here 


E Boe » 


pampering homes 

with sweeping vistas 
of graceful palm trees,. 
winding walkways and 
a sparkling lagoon. 


Lush picnic grounds 


that echo the excitement 


of sun-drenched Miami. 


This is city living 
at its very best: 


Eastwood Parkview. 
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City Walk I: The meeting place of choice 
for lovers of food and fun 


Reinventing the metro's dining and entertainment scene, x E 
City Walk I brings in the yuppies and the beautiful people P3 v 8 
to its vibrant, lush and pedestrian-friendly streetscape. s PN 
This day-and-night fun hub abounds with trendy 5 i Y 
restaurants, café's and bistros that dish up gastronomic udi 
specialties from the East and West. Apart from its famed : : $ DIMANA stai Dat ta 
alfresco feasts, City Walk I delights with a regular offering 

of outdoor concerts and shows. 


City Walk Il: More options 
for filling up and chilling out 


Lined up along City Walk IT are more dining and 
entertainment choices for Eastwood City habitués. 

This expansion of City Walk I, expected to open 

for business by December this year. features a digital 
cinema complex plus a bowling and billiard center 

for sophisticated leisure seekers. Echoing the cozy, 
Miami-inspired theme of Eastwood Parkview, City Walk II 


also hosts new shops and cafés surrounded by palm trees. Robinsons Choice takes everyday shopping to a new level 


of convenience. A few steps away from the busiest areas of 


Fashion Square and The Home & Lifestyle Center: Eastwood City, it gives shoppers everything from fresh fruits 


ji jacks nable pri 
The essentials of style for you and your home nacks at reasonable prices. 


Nestled on ihe fringes of City Walk Lare two 

show houses of the latest concepts in personal 

fashion and home furnishings. Fashion Square 2008, the CyberMall [aaa = 
isa beauty and lifestyle hub that offers the brings together the leading retailers of : 
best in fashion, specialty items, personal care electronics; communication services 

services and alfresco dining. The Home & | and IT-related products including 

Lifestyle Center, on the other hand, presens — E ji General Electric, Globe Telecom, 


homemakers with a variety of design options Electroworld and Semicon. Pattemed $0 


to recreate their homes—from furniture 16 
accessories and decors inspired by European, 
American and Asian lifestyles. 


after IT malls in Hong Kong, this one-stop IT-and-electronics 
hub is divided into three product-specific zones. The first level, S 
offers electronic items; the second level, computing devices 4 


and the third level, mobile phone products, The CyberMally, 
also features a concept food alley, network gaming arcades «Și 
and Internet cafés. 


CyberPark: The technology workplace 


Home to a formidable roster of technology companies 
such as IBM, Citibank, eTelecare International, 

‘Trend Micro, TOEI Animation and 

BayanTrade.com, the Eastwood — [gere samaan 
City CyberPark is an emblem 

of forward-looking corporate 

dynamism in the Philippines. 

The CyberPark, the country's 

first economic zone dedicated 

to information technology, hoasts 


For health buffs, Fitness First is a one-stop LES ^ 
a state-of-the-art infrastructure and 


center with firscrate gym equipment, facilities 
and services. Best known for its personalized 
training programs, Fitness First offers 
members one-to-one sessions with professional 


E di facilities, and has promoted local 

* talent and expertise in various. 
IT industries from call centers to 
animatien and anti-virus software 


development. 


instructors, along with exclusive benefits 
and attractive health and fitness packages. 
Situated at the 
Hanan E : A MEGAWORLD DEVELOPMENT 
Fitness First is 3 EQ Marketing Manager 
within easy reach Eastwood Property Holdings, Inc. 
of both the homes 
and offices of 
Eastwood City. 


Bastwood City Information Centre, Eastwood City, E. Rodriguez Jr. Avenue (C-5), Quezon City; $ 
For inquiries.or reservations, call x 


Tels. 421-0455" 421-9272 * 421-6593 * 421-9273 


Web Site: www.eastwoodcity.cam 
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City Walk I: The meeting place of choice 
for lovers of food and fun 


Reinventing the metro's dining and entertainment scene, 
City Walk I brings in the vuppies and the beautiful people: 
to its vibrant, lush and pedestrian-friendly streetscape: 
This day-and-night fun hub abounds with trendy 
restaurants, café's and bistros that dish up gastronomie 
specialties from the East and West. Apart from its famed 
alfresco feasts, City Walk [delights with a regular offering 
of outdoor concerts and shows. 


City Walk Il: More options 
for filling up and chilling out 


Lined up along City Walk 11 are more dining and 
entertainment choices Tor Eastwood City habitués. 

This expansion of City Walk 1, expected to open 

Jor business by December this year features a digital 
cinema complex plus a bowling und billiard center 

for sophisticated leisure seekers. Echoing the cozy 
Miamiiinspired theme of Eastwood Parkview, City Walk 1 


also hosts new shops and cafés surrounded by palm trees. Robinsons Choice takes everyday shopping to a new level 


of convenience. A few steps away from the busiest areas of 


Fashion Square and the Heme & Lese Canter: Eastwood City, it gives shoppers everything from fresh fruits 


x medicine and snacks nt reasonable prices 
The essentials of style for you and your home kdo piu ye 


SE ONSU MN UNA The CyberMall: A one-stop hub for the latest in IT and electronics gadgetry 
show houses of the latest concepts in personal 
fashion and home furnishings, Fashion Square. p : wl Opening by July 2008, the CberMall — or 7 
is a beauty and lifestyle hub that offers the ` . brings together the leading retailers of ^ gw 
best in fashion, specialty items, personal care P clectronies, communication services 
services and alfresco dining. The Home & E i A 3 and IT-related products including. 
Lifestyle Center: on the other hand, presens IP General Electric, Globe Telecom, 
homemakers with a variety of design options $ 1 Eleciroworld and Semicon. Patterned $" 
to recreate their homes—from furniture t & 4 after IT malls in Hong Kong, this one-stop IT-and-electronics 
accessories and decors inspired by European, j hub is divided into three productspecific zones, The first level 
American and Asian lifestyles. z offers electronic items; the second level, computing devices 
and the third level, mobile phone products. The CyberMalh wh 
also features a concept food alley, network gaming arcades 
and Internet cafés. 


CyberPark: The technology workplace 


Home to a formidable roster of technology companies 

such as IBM, Citibank, eTelecare International, 
Trend Micro, TOEI Animation and 
BayanTrade.com, the Eastwood 
City CyberPark is an emblem 
of forward-looking corporate 
dynamism in the Philippines. 
The CyberPark, the country's 

Fitness First: An internationally renowned fountain of well-being first economic zone dedicated 

to information technology, hoasts 


For health buffs, Fitness First is a one-stop staie-ofthe-art infrastructure and 


center with firstrate gym equipment, facilities Waldes, and hus pra oci Joc 
and services, Best known for its personalized 

training programs, Fitness First offers 
members one-to-one sessions with professional 
instructors, along with exclusive benefits 

and attractive health and fitness packages. 
Situated at the 

oe A MEGAWORLD DEVELOPMENT 
TechnoPlaza One, Tu 

Fitness First is ; Marketing Manager 

within easy reach Eastwood Property Holdings, Inc. 
of both the homes = 

and offices of 
Eastwood City. 


talent and expertise in various. 
IT industries from call centers to 
animation and antivirus software 
development. 


Eastwood City Information Centre, Eastwood City, E, Rodriguez Jr. Avenue (C-5), Quezon City’ y 
i For inguiries.or reservations, call n 


1 nagasaon Tels. 421-0455 ° 421-9272 * 421-6593 * 421-9273 
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Report: US keeps ki to bomb N. Korea plant 


SYDNEY—The Pentagon has pro- 
duced detailed plans to bomb 
North Korea's nuclear plant at 
Yongbyon if the Stalinist state 
goes ahead with reprocessing of 
spent nuclear fuel rods, an Aus- 
tralian report said Tuesday. 
Citing “well-informed sources 
dose to US thinking" The Aus- 
tralian newspaper said the plan also 
included a US strike against North 
Korean heavy artillery in the hills 
above the border with South Korea. 
The artillery directly threatens 
Seoul as well as 17,000 US troops 
stationed south of the Demilita- 


tized Zone. 

The Pentagon hardliners said 
to be behind the plan reportedly 
believe the precision strikes en- 
visaged in it would not lead to 
North Korea initiating a general 
war it would be certain to lose. 

This is because Washington 
‘would inform Pyongyang that the 
bombing was not aimed at de- 
stroying the regime of Kim Jong- 
il, but merely at destroying its nu- 
clear weapons capacity. 

‘The Australian report coincides 
with reports from Washington of 
an alternative US plan which en- 


visages the United States teaming 
up with China to press for the re- 
moval of North Korea's leadership. 

‘The second plan, contained in 
a classified memo reportedly cir- 
culated by Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld, argues that 
Washington's goal should be the 
collapse of Kim Jong-il's regime. 

President George W. Bush's ad- 
ministration has repeatedly said it 
believed the standoff would be re- 
solved through diplomacy. 

The reports come as confusion 
prevails over statements issued by 
Pyongyang last week about 


whether it has begun reprocessing 
8,000 spent fuel rods or merely 
completed preparations to do so. 
Wester analysts, 
those in Washington and in South 
Korea believe North Korea's ini- 
tial announcement was a mis- 
translation and doubt there had 
been any such reprocessing. 
‘Australian Foreign Minister 
Alexander Downer said Tuesday 
that Canberra also believed Py- 
ongyang's statement claiming it 
had begun reprocessing the fuel 
rods had been mistranslated. 
Reprocessing the. 8,000 fuel 


including 


three weeks ago, is to 


Tods, which would yield enough 
plutonium for six nuclear war- 
heads within six months, would 
be the most provocative step tak- 
en by North Korea since the nucle- 
ar crisis erupted six months ago. 

Downer told ABC radio on 
Tuesday that the Pentagon un- 
doubtedly had "contingency plans 
forall sorts of things they could do 
in North Korea, militarily. 

“Thats the military's job, to 
draw up contingency plans, but the 
American administration strategy, 
as the President explained to me 


there is a successful diplomatic so- 
lution here," he added. 

“We are just on the threshold of 
entering into the first round of 
talks. I don't know how they will 
go, but in any case we are starting 
to make a little bit of progress on 
the diplomatic front and there isn't 
about to be a bombing campaign.” 

North Korea, the United States 
and China are set to sit down in Bei- 
Jing this week for the first direct 
high-level talks since the nuclear 
standoff erupted in October. The 
talks will open Wednesday and are 


ensure that scheduled to run until Friday. AFP 


Suharto half-brother 
imprisoned for fraud 


JAKARTA—A court on Tuesday 
convicted the half brother of In- 
donesia's ousted dictator Suharto 
on embezzlement and fraud 
charges. It sentenced him to four 
years in prison. 

Prosecutors accused Probosuted- 
jo of taking the equivalent of $11.2 
million from a state reforestation 
fund between 1994 to 1997. They 
say he obtained the money by falsely 
overstating the size of his timber es- 
tate on Borneo island and the num- 
ber of new trees he had planted. 

"The defendant Probosutedjo 
has been found guilty of commit- 
ting a crime of corruption," said. 
chief judge Muhamad Saleh. 
“Therefore, the defendant is sen- 
tenced to four years in jail.” 

The court's verdict included an 
order for Probosutedjo to repay 
the amount of the embezzled 
funds to the state. 


Probosutedjo, 72, remains at 
liberty pending an appeal, which 
could take months. 

He is the second member of 
Suhartos family to be convicted on 
criminal charges since the former 
authoritarian leader was forced to 
step down amid pro-democracy 
protests and riots in 1998. 

Suharto's son Tommy is serv- 
ing a 15-year prison term for or- 
dering the murder of a Supreme 
Court in 2000. 

Suharto himself, now 82, has 
evaded prosecution for alleged 
massive corruption during his 32- 
year rule. Doctors have said he is 
too ill and old to face trial 

During the dictatorship, 
Suharto's family and business as- 
sociates accumulated huge per- 
sonal fortunes through corrupt 
deals with the state as well as for- 
eign and domestic investors. AP 


BUILDER AND HIS CITY 


inaugurated April 21, 1960, 43 years ago. 


The Juscelino Kubitschek Memorial, which honors Brazil's former president, is seen in Brasilia, 
Brazil, April 21. Kubitschek is considered to be the builder of Brasilia, the capital of Brazil, which was 


2 Bangladesh 
ferries sink; 
100 dead 


DHAKA, Bangladesh—Rescue 
workers have recovered 100 
bodies after two ferry boats 
capsized during tropical storms 
in different parts of Bangla- 
desh, and the death toll was ex- 
pected to rise, authorities said 
Tuesday. 

Ninety-five bodies, including 
those of women and children, 
were recovered after a double- 
deck ferry, MV Mitali, went 
down Monday in the Buriganga 
River near the Bangladesh capi- 
tal Dhaka, the Shipping Min- 
istry said. 

More than 200 people were 
still missing from that ferry, and 
many of them were feared dead. 
Rescue workers were using huge 
cranes to lift the sunken boat, 


# | where many bodies were be- 


US warns of new global terror threats due to Iraq war 


WASHINGTON—The United States 
said Monday it feared the military 
defeat of Saddam Hussein's regime 
had increased the potential for ter- 
rorist attacks on US interests over- 
seas and urged Americans around 
the world to redouble their security 
precautions. 

“Tensions remaining from the 
recent events in Iraq may increase 
the potential threat to US citizens 
and interests abroad, including by 
terrorist groups,” the State De- 
partment said in a statement. 


“The US government remains 
deeply concerned about the secu- 
rity of US citizens overseas,” it 
said in a “worldwide caution” 
that renewed an existing warning 
issued on March 19 just hours af- 
ter the Iraq war began. 

"US citizens are encouraged to 
maintain a high level of vigilance and 
to take appropriate steps to increase 
their security awareness” it said. 

The threats noted in the state- 
ment were suicide operations, 
kidnappings and bombings in- 


cluding attacks that might use 
non-conventional weapons such 
as chemical or biological agents. 

It also stressed that terrorists 
and other extremist groups were 
now likely to target civilian faci 
ties including residential neigh- 
borhoods, private clubs, restau- 
rants, places of worship, schools, 
hotels, outdoor recreation 
events, resorts and beaches. 

“T such facilities cannot be avoid- 
ed, US citizens should increase their 
security awareness at such loca- 


tions,” the department said. 

Unusually, the global warning, 
which is not set to expire until 
September, comes amid signs 
that the threat against US and 
western interests may be lessen- 
ing in some places. 

las week, the State Department 
said it would allow diplomats who 
had been ordered to leave Pakistan 
and Israel over war-related terrorism 
fears to renum to the country. 

‘Those decisions, which kept in 
place general wamings against US 


Mahal na Ka Erdy, 


Taos puso po ako at ang aking pamilya na 
bumabati sa paggunita ninyo ng inyong ika-40 taon 
bilang Tagapamahalang Pangkalahatan ng Iglesia ni 
Cristo. 


Hangad namin na patuloy Rayong pagkalooban 
ng lakas, sigla at karunungan ng Mahal na 
Panginoon upang lalo pang mapatatag ang Iglesia 
ni Cristo na naging laganap sa iba't ibang parte ng 
mundo sa ilalim ng inyong pamamahala. 


Nawa'y magsilbing isang kasangkapan at 


inspirasyon ang okasyong ito upang patuloy na 
magka-isa ang Iglesia ni Cristo sa pagpapalaganap 
ng salita ng Diyos. 


Senadora Tessie Aquino Oreta 


Muli, maligayang pagbati at nawa'y pagpalain 
kayo ng Poong Maykapal. | 


The domestic 


start of the Iraq war. 


Jazz-soul singer 


LOS ANGELES/PARIS—Jazz and soul icon 
Nina Simone, whose smoky tones gave voice 
to the American civil rights movement and 
ranged from gospel to George Gershwin, died 
on Monday at her home in the south of 
France, her manager said. 

‘She was 70 years old. 

Simone, a North Carolina native who spent 
most of her last decade in France, had been ill 
for some time, Clifton Henderson told Reuters 
bytelephone. 

Among her biggest hits were the playful "My 
Baby Just Cares For Me,” which endeared her toa 
new generation of fans three decades after its re- 
lease on her first record in 1957, and an emotional 
1959 recording of Gershwin’s “I Loves You Porgy.” 

Her repertoire alo included the bitter and furi- 
‘ous anti-racist protest song "Mississippi Goddam,” 
inspired by the death of four children in the 1963 
Ku Klux Klan bombing of a black church in Birm- 
ingham, Alabama, and "Old Jim Crow” 

French police said Simone had died early on 
Monday at her home in Carry-le-Rouet, a small 
Mediterranean seaside town outside Marseille. 

She had lived in a villa there with her chauf- 
feur, a female helper and her pet dog for some 
four or five years, a Marseille police spokesper- 
son said. Her body was transferred to Marseille. 

‘A child prodigy raised in a family of eight 
children, Simone studied piano at New York's 
prestigious Juilliard School of Music, a rare 
Opportunity for a black woman in the 1950s. 

She was dubbed the High Priestess of Soul, 
yet her musical range was enormous and she 
kept up with the musical times without ever 


düzens traveling to the two coun- 
tries, were announced on Thursday a 
day after the Department of Home- 
land Security lowered the domestic 
terrorist attack alert in the United 
States from "high? to "elevated." 

alert—intro- 
duced after the Sept. 
‘on New York and Washington in 
2001 blamed on Osama bin 
Laden's al-Qaida network.—had 
been raised to its second-highest 
Jevel on March 17, just before the 


lieved to be trapped. 

Survivors said dark clouds en- 
veloped the river when the storm 
hit at 6 p.m. on Monday. 

Hasina Begum, a school teach- 
er, weptin front of the body of her 
2yearold daughter, Mithila, 
who died in the accident. 

“I could not save my daughter. 
Tve no right to live,” said Begum, 
who was returning to her home in 
southern Bangladesh after at- 
tending a conference in Dhaka. 
“My little daughter wanted to see 
Dhaka city." 

Bangladesh media reports said 
the ferry was carrying up to 400 
passengers and only a few man- 
aged to swim ashore. AP 


Nina Simone, 70 


11 attacks 


AFP 


NINA Simone ona Tel vi beach january 178. 


losing her own distinctive voice and classical- 
ly inspired piano style. 

She was equally at home playing the Newport. 
Jazz Festival or Carnegie Hall, and by the mid- 
'60s, she was playing to diverse audiences, rang- 
ing from college students to older jazz connois- 
seurs, while her music cut across racial lines. 

During her long career, Simone repeatedly 
crafted her own versions of other peoples 
songs, giving a fresh sound to material ranging 
from Leonard Cohen to the Bee Gees. Reuters 


Obasanjo wins poll amid outcry 


 ABUJA/LAGOS— President Olusegun Obasanjo 
waited on Tuesday to be formally declared the 
runaway winner of a Nigerian presidential elec- 
tion marred by charges of brazen vote-rigging. 

Nigerians are hoping to end decades of in- 
stability by successfully transferring power 
from one elected government to another for 
the first time. A smooth electoral process 
would boost the international standing both 
of Nigeria and Obasanjo. 

But fnounting allegations of election fraud, 
following dramatic victories by his ruling party 
even in opposition strongholds, have been sup- 
ported by some independent poll observers 
and have raised fears of violent unrest. 

The main opposition party angrily dis- 
missed official results. With votes counted in 
725 of 774 areas by 0610 GMT, Obasanjo—a 
born-again Christian from southern Nige- 
ria—had an unassailable lead with 21.9 mil- 
lion ballots, or 61.3 percent. 


Muhammudu Buhari, from the predomi- 
nantly Muslim north of the world's eighth 
biggest oil exporter, had 11.7 million votes or 
32.6 percent. The other 18 candidates bid- 
ding to lead Africa's most populous country of 
120 million shared the rest. 

“We do not consider this to be an election 
by any stretch of the imagination,” said a 
spokesman for Buharis All Nigeria Peoples 
Party (ANPP). 

The ANPP has called the other 28 opposi- 
tion parties to a summit in Abuja on Tuesday 
to discuss their next steps. 

Buhari threatened last week to launch 
“mass action” if there was any rigging in Sat- 
urday's voting for president and the country's 
36 state governors. 

Obasanjo's Peoples Democratic Party also 
won a landslide in the legislative vote, and 
went on to sweep 27 of the governorships, ac- 
cording to latest returns, Reuters 
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Returning OFW victim of SARS rumor 


hide upon her arrival and did not said they decided to call a press 
know how the rumor, which she conference to clarify matters since 


BACOLOD CITY—An overseas contract worker who had only learned from her family, the residents had been alarmed 
just come home here from Singapore has become avictim. stated. |... upon arin Em arrived 
of unfounded rumor that she has Severe Acuce Respirato- „ “Want to clarify matters since Friday in the cit 

ry Syndrome. Her friends and neighbors have heen avoid- 14¥ have difficulty finding em- Health officials confirmed that 


ing her like a plague. 
Lea Jamili was forced to calla SARS. 


ployment here if people believe I residents of Taculing were afraid of 
have been infected with the SARS Jamii but they assured the public 
virus,” she added. that she was very healthy and free 


press conference yesterday with “No one has visited me yet News of the possibility that from the SARS virus. 

the help of officials in her village since I arrived Friday in Bacolod Jamili had SARS broke out early She was also issued a health 

to belie that she has SARS. from Manila, not even my neigh- April when City Mayor Luzvimin- card upon her arrival at the Ninoy 
“I am healthy" Jamili de- bors,” lamented Jamiliduringthe da Valdez told the media that she Aquino International Airport. 

clared, saying officials from the press conference held at City was checking the report. Jamili left for Singapore to 


City Health Office had checked Hall. 


Officials of Barangay Taculing work as a domestic worker on 


her and found that she has no — Jamili, 28, said she did not headed by Rommel Sanson, chair, Jan. 21 and returned to Manila 


Air passengers 
snub SARS 
questionnaire 
in Tacloban 


By Joey A. Gabieta, 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


TACLOBAN CITY—The new “Task Force: 
SARS” created by the health department in 
Eastern Visayas is facing cold, if not adverse, 
reactions from incoming passengers at the 
Daniel Z. Romualdez Airport. 

Di Jaime Opinion, city health officer who 
he: is the task force, said the majority of the 
passengers refused to take the questionnaire 
handed to them. Some even berated the task 
force members who approached them. 

Lydia Yu, a city health office (CHO) em- 
ployee, narrated that she got a scolding from 
à woman passenger who declined to take the 
questionnaire given to her. "I have to run to 
her just for her to answer our questionnaire 
only to be cursed by her,” she said. 


Taiwanese 

A group of Taiwanese working on an infras- 
ttucrure project in the region, however, readi- 
ly agreed to answer the questionnaires, she 
said. Taiwan is one of the countries in Asia 
With SARS cases. < 

‘The six-member task force was created two 
weeks ago with the CHO as the lead agency. 
‘The regional offices of the DOH and the Air 
‘Transportation Office are part of the task 
force. 

Tt was first implemented at the DZR Airport 
last April 15. 

‘Opinion said the task force was created to 
ensure that no cases of SARS would find their 
way into Eastern Visayas. 


Safety measures 

He said all international entry points in the 
country, notably the Ninoy Aquino Interna- 
tional Airport, have set up safety measures 
against the entry of SARS cases in the country 
but this was not enough. 

He explained that a passenger found to be 
negative of all the signs and symptoms of the 
killer pneumonia at his arrival at the Naia 
might later develop the signs and symptoms 
of SARS during his or her stay in the region. 
"Remember that SARS has an incubation peri- 
od of 14 days," he said. 

Only passengers who came from abroad, 
especially those that have reported SARS cas- 
es, are asked to answer the guestionndire, 
Opinion said. 

‘The questionnaire asks for the name of the 
passenger, his flight of origin and his place of 
destination in the region. 

This way, he said, ifthe passenger develops 
the signs and symptoms of SARS, it will be 
easy for them to track him down and bring 
him right away to the Eastern Visayas Region- 
al Medical Center, where two isolation rooms 
have been setup. 


Hostile reactions 

With hostile reactions from the passengers, 
Opinion had asked the cooperation of airlines 
flying into the region. 

Philippine Airlines and Cebu Pacific have 
regular flights at the DZR Airport. PAL flies 
three times a day to the city and Cebu Pacific, 
twicea day. 

Opinion said the passengers’ attitude 
could be avoided if the airlines would inform 
them that they would be answering a ques- 
tionnaire related to SARS when they arrive 
here. 

“What is happening right now is that the 
members of the task force have to personally 
ask the incoming passengers as to their flight 
origin and for them to fill up our question- 
naire,” he said. : 

He admitted that they could not force the 
passengers if chey refused to take their ques- 
tionnaires. 

Lydia Mutia of the Cebu Pacific office in the 
city, however said in a telephone interview 
that while the objective of the task force was 
“laudable,” they could not ask their passen- 
gers to take the questionnaire. 

"Our company has yet to draw up a guide- 
line for this... asking the passengers to fill up 
a questionnaire. We do respect the privacy of 
our passengers," Mutia said. 


on March 27. She was a first year 
computer secretarial student at 
the Bacolod City College when 
she applied for a job abroad. 

Jamili said she developed 
coughs in Singapore from perspi- 
ration due to the hard work she 
was doing. She said she did all 
the household work, including 
taking care of her employers 
dog. 

“My employer isa nurse at the 
National University Hospital in 
Singapore, she said, and she 
was concerned about my health 
because she checked me up,” 


come home because she was suf-! 
fering from depression due td! 
homesickness. However, she” 
added, another reason she came 
home was to avoid being infected? 
by SARS which has affected many“ 
Singaporeans. 

Negros Occidental Rep. Jose, 
Apolinario Lozada yesterday, 
urged the government to help 
OFWs in countries with SARS 
deaths who are planning to re 
turn to the Philippines to escape 
the contagious disease. ; 
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Moro women to meet today 
to help end conflict in South 


COTABATO CITY—Thousands of Muslim 
‘women from all over Mindanao will con- 
verge in Marawi City today to discuss 
how they can help end the decades-old 
conflict on the island. 

Saguira Pendaliday, chairperson of the 
First Bangsamoro Women Assembly, said 
the participants were expected to formu- 
late solutions to the conflict that has al- 
ready claimed hundreds of thousands of 
lives since the late 605. 

‘At the end of the gathering, a docu- 
ment containing the solutions will be fi- 
nalized and later presented to President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Efforts to end tire decades-old Moro 
rebellion started as early as the 1970s 
during the Marcos regime, but in all the 
talks, Moro women were always been on 
the sidelines. 


Although they claim that they were 
the most affected, Moro women say they 
were seldom consulted in the peace pro- 
cess, including the one involving the Mo- 
to National Liberation Front (MNLF). 

The MNLF signed a peace deal with 
the government in 1996. 

Pendaliday said the participants 
would also tackle ideas that could help 
end immediately the fresh wave of vio- 
lence that hit North Cotabato, Maguin- 
danao, Sultan Kudarat and Lanao del 
Sur. 

The skirmishes occurred when the mil- 
itary’ Feb. 11 assault on the stronghold of 
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) 
inthe Liguasan Marsh area. 

Since the new wave of violence began, 
about 100,000 people have been dis- 
placed, with more than half of them still 


staying in various refugee centers. 

Pendaliday said that even before the 
actual assembly, Moro women had al- 
ready established that only the imple- 
mentation of a genuine ceasefire would 
end the renewed hostilities, which had 
already claimed more than 300 lives, in- 
cluding those of civilians. 

"We are asking government and rebel 
negotiators to resume the talks because 
their fighting has severely affected inno- 
cent civilians,” she said. 

Maj. Gen. Generoso Senga, head of 
the Army's 6th Infantry Division, said the 
resumption of hostilities should be 
blamed on the MILE 

He said the military was only respond- 
ing to threats posed by the rebel group 
on civilian communities. Rosa-May de 
Guzman, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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Army official asks local execs 


supporting rebels to resign 


LEGAZPI CITY—A top Army officer 
has warned local government execu- 
tives in the region against supporting 
the New People’s Army and asked 
them to resign should they be found 
doing so. 

Col. Pedrito Magsino, commander 
officer of the 202nd Infantry Brigade 
based in Villahermosa, Daraga, Albay, 
made the warning followìng a recent 
clash between government troops and 
NPA rebels on Thursday last week that 
resulted in the death of five Army sol- 
diers and the wounding of nine oth- 
ers. 

Magsino said he had talked with 
some local officials, especially in Sor- 
sogon, who were reported to have 
strong support to "lawless elements 
like the NPA.” 

He refused to name them but added 
that in Sorsogon, the supporters were 


not only barangay officials but also 
those in higher positions. 

*1 told them that they. better stop. 
‘This will not bring any good things to 
our people. They should understand, 
they are accountable to the situation,” 
Magsino said. 

The military wil always coordinate 
with the local officials, especially in 
far-flung barangays, in delivering ba- 
sie services to the community, he said, 

“All of us should work to attain our 
objective of bringing the lasting peace 
and progress to their areas," Magsino 
stressed. “But we will never allow any 
local official to coddle rebels. If they 
cannot stop supporting our enemy, 
they better resign!” 

He confirmed that even mayors and 
governors were giving favors to the 
“enemies of the government.” Ronnie 
Lorejo, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 
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Why did 40 out of 43 Barangay Captains say "Yes" to the terminal and "No" to Ordinance 8027? Because the legislation 
doesn't close down an oil terminal, it cuts off the community's lifeline. Is safety the issue? No. In more than 80 years there 
has never been a serious incident. In fact, we're making the terminal even safer. What are the consequences when 50% of 
the country’s gasoline and diesel supplies don’t get to consumers? What happens when 90% of the country’s supply of 
lubricants is disrupted? Who will the public and business turn to? Where do the jobs go? Who do local businesses rely on 
after we go? All the economic and social assistance we contributed over the years. Where will it come from in the future? 
The result is clear to the Barangay Captains. Close Pandacan on April 30 and the results could be terminal. 
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Ombudsman 
urged: Relieve 
Davao Or. gov 


MATI, Davao Oriental—The Ombudsman for 
Mindanao was asked to suspend Gov. Maria 
Elena Palma Gil and her daughter-board 
member Maria Consuelo because their con- 
tinued presence in the capitol was allegedly 
threatening witnesses in the graft charges 
filed against them. 

Radioman Raul Antopuesto and former 
Palma Gil aide Rosie Bajenting said the Palma 
Gils are the most influential people in the 
province and witnesses were afraid to come 
out for fear of reprisal. 

‘The governor and her daughter have been 
accused of stealing government money by 
maintaining ghost employees. 

‘The Palma Gils have denied any wrongdoing, 
Lawyer Alejandro Aquino, speaking on behalf 
ofthe governor, said the charges appeared to be 
politically motivated, but he did not elaborate, 

In their appeal to the Ombudsman early 
this month, Antopuesto and Bajenting said 
the suspension would prevent the governor 
and her daughter from "tampering with or 
concealing public records and from coercing 
witnesses which they can possibly do as they 
are the most powerful and influential people 
in Davao Oriental. 

Bajenting, a close relative of the Palma Gils, 
said she could attest to the credibility of the 
graft charges. 

"At times, Board Member Palma Gil would 
have me deposit the salaries of these ghost 
‘employees in her savings account ... ," she 
said in an earlier statement accompanying 
the complaint filed last month. 

Antopuesto, who works with Manila 
Broadcasting Co., said a number of employ- 
ees in the provincial government were willing 
to support the complaint. 

“But they said their lives were being threat- 
ened, they were already being threatened by 
these powerful people in Davao Oriental. Fer- 
dinand Zuasola, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Bishop asked 
to apologize 
over ‘jueteng’ 


ILAGAN, Isabela—Members of the provincial 
board have asked Bishop Ramon Villena of 
Nueta Vizcaya to apologize to Faustino Dy af- 
ter the Church leader accused the governor of 
influencing the resurgence of jueteng in the 
province. 

The board members, in a resolution, said 
Villena should apologize to Dy "more so, in 
the propriety and humaneness of recognizing 
the innocence of (Governor Dy) as to his alle- 
gations.” 

They dismissed Villena’s accusations that 
Dy was involved in jueteng operations and 
demanded that "efforts be earnestly made by 
the grace of the good bishop, to immediately 
clear (Dy's) name." 

The Inoumer tried but failed to reach Vil- 
lena for comment. A staff member at the 
bishop's house in Bayombong, Nueva Viz- 
caya, said Villena was out of town on Tues- 
day 

Last month, Villena accused Dy and Chief 
Supt. Romulo Sales, Cagayan Valley police di- 
rector, of putting pressure on top police offi- 
cials of Nueva Vizcaya to allow the return of 
the illegal numbers game in the province. 

The bishop said this had forced Senior 
Supt. Jesus Manubay, provincial police direc- 
tor, to allow jueteng operations in the 
province. 

Dy dismissed Villenz's allegation and even 
threatened to sue the bishop for libel. 

Senior Board Member Ysmael Atienza, the 
resolution's sponsor, said Dy "(has no time) to 
engage in some clandestine activities, such as 
dealings in jueteng operations, much more in 
a place like Nueva Vizcaya," due to his devel- 
opment prójects in the province. 

"The statements of the bishop are libelous 
in character as these were released without 
regard to the sensibilities of (Dy) as a very 
hardworking and honest government offi- 
cial,” the resolution said. Villamor Visaya Jr, 
PDINorthern Luzon Bureau 
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Probe of P130-M Iloilo housing project urged 


By Ma. Diosa Labiste submit their report to the Om- ing sub-standard construction and kitchen of the newly built and members of the previous city scheme. 
PDI Visayas Bureau budsman on Monday for evalua- materials. houses. The pipes leading to sep- council, especially former Coun. The committee report showed 
tion. Emboldened by Gonzales’ tic tanks and faucets were not cilors Jose Junio Jacela, Eddie that the previous council apt 
ILOILO CIT¥—Four city coun- Joining Gonzalez were Coun- move, seven more subcontractors properly installed. Laczi and German Gonzales, “for proved the contract with ABE on 
cilors have asked the Office ofthe cilors Ma. Concordia Manikan, filed a complaint before the city During its regular session in their role in the planning, ap- Jan. 31, 2001, without even see» 
Ombudsman (OMB)-Visayas to Antonio Pesina and Erwin Plaga- council confirming Gonzales’ April the city council rejected proval and execution” of the ing the actual document with the, 
evaluate its findings that the ta. claim. the committee report blacklist- housing project. The three were signatures of Malabor and ABE 
city's P130-million housing pro- The 106-page committee re- They added that ABE failed to ing ABE “until further investiga- members of the PBAC. representatives, and the attach. 
ject was fraught with irregulari- port had identified irregularities release their payment and cons-- tion." The housing project was car- ments. 
ties. in the 413-unit housing project truction materials on time, caus- But it approved a resolution ried out with a “design and cons- — Two months later, the council 
The officials decided to submit intended for city government em- ing delays in the project. rescinding the contract between truct" scheme, wherein the con- approved a "deed of agreement of 
their investigation report to the ployees. The city engineers said the thecitygovernmentand ABE. tractor, not the city government, deposit accounts to the city" as- 
OMB-Visayas based in Cebu City The housing project stands on contractor used 0.30 mm instead The committee report also drew up the project design. The signing its Internal Revenue Ale 
after the city council voted it the city-owned lot at Barangay of 0.45 mm thick corrugated gal. asked for a review of the contract council approved the scheme on lotment and other collateral to, 
down last week. Ungka, Pavia town, 9 km from vanized iron for roofing; used on the housing project, and en- Nov. 17, 1999. pay for its bonds, ratifying the. 
By a vote of 6-5 with one abs- here, and was built using funds 3/16” instead of 1/4 thick ply- forcement of administrativesanc- ^ Several PBAC members, like trustindenture, guaranty and un- 
tention, the council on April 9 re- from bonds floated by the city wood for ceiling, used 1/2"x12" tion against some personnel of former city treasurer Romeo derwriting agreements without 
jected the report of the Commit- government. instead of 1” x 12" lumber and 9 the city engineers office and Manikan and Ely Bagtasus of the seeing the notarized document 
tee on Good Government regard- The committee started its in- mm instead of 10 mm diameter members of the Prequalification, city engineer's office, said the but only the draft. 
ing alleged irregularities on the vestigation in September last stirrupson beams. Bids and Award Committee “design and construct” scheme Less than a month after ABE 
housing project. year when one of the subcontrac- They also noted “poor work- (PBAC) for their “failure to pro- was disadvantageous to the city started the construction, the city. 
The committee members, tors, Rudy Gonzales, alleged that manship" on the wall finish, ins- tect public interest.” but they either dropped out of engineer's office started to notice, 
headed by Councilor Raul Gon- the main contractor, Ace Builders tallation of jalousies, roofing, Itcalled forthe investigation of succeeding meetings or were poor workmanship in the housing, 
zalez Jr, said they decided to Enterprises (ABE), had been us- gutter and tiles on the bathroom former Mayor Mansueto Malabor won over by those in favor the units. 
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Rebels raid sugar mill SH ARP 
PORAC, Pampanga—About 30 New People's 


Army (NPA) rebels raided a mill here of the coun- 
try's biggest international sugar trading firm on 
April 14, police said. The attackers took two 38 
cal. revolvers, three shotguns and five hand-held 
radios from Sweet Crystals Integrated Sugar 
Mills Corp. in Barangay Planas, according to Se- 
nior Supt. Rodolfo Mendoza, provincial police di- 
rector. It took the rebels only 10 minutes to dis- 
arm the mills security guards, a company official 
told the Inouirea. Tonette Orejas and Jun Malig, 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Rebel’s body exhumed 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—Army soldiers last 
week exhumed the remains of a communist rebel 
executed by the New People's Army (NPA) in 
2001 on suspicion that he was a military spy. Sol- 
diers of the Army's 71st Infantry Battalion dug up 
the remains of Robert Figuracion near a suspect- 
ed NPA camp at Barangay San Roque in Lupao, 
Nueva Ecija. Col. Jovenal Narcise, chief of the 
Army's 702nd Infantry Brigade, said Christopher 
Arquines, an NPA rebel who was captured on 
April 12 in Cuyapo town, led soldiers to the camp 
and the burial site. Narcise said Arquines, alias Ka 
Argy or Jerry, claimed that Figuracion, of Baran- 
gay Tayabo in San Jose City, was abducted on 
Nov. 16, 2001 and “summarily executed” by the 
NPA's Nueva Ecija provincial committee's Front 3. 
Tonette Orejas, PD! Central Luzon Desk 


Unrest at PIA 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—Unrest has gripped 
the Public Information Agency in Central Luzon 
after Renato Velasco, PIA director general, bared 
the plan to abolish the agency's regional and 
provincial offices in Central Luzon to streamline 
the bureaucracy and cut on costs. "This develop- 
‘ment has come as a shock to us especially since 
your earlier directive was towards the opposite 
direction—that of strengthening the regional of- 
fices and deactivating provincial information cen- 
ters," the 34 employees of the PIA regional office 
said in an appeal to Velasco last week. They urged 
Velasco to reconsider the “deactivation” plan, 
saying it posed adverse consequences to the 
agency's program in a "growth center" region. 
Tonetie Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Bee Sana Sharp Aphrody with Speaker Box Technology. 


LIPA CITY—Police have arrested an abortionist Now you can tell if the sound comes from the left or from the right. 
who posed as a doctor, after a woman com- 
plained that her baby whom the doctor was sup- 
posed to treat had been kept away from her since 
a hydrocephalus operation last month. The wom- 
an later found that her baby was already dead. Ar- 
rested was a certain Aida Sawali, of Barangay 
Inosluban, on charges of kidnapping, serious ille- 
gal detention, infanticide, illegal practice of 
medicine, estafa and extortion. An entrapment 
operation revealed Sawal's ilegal practice. 

Mei Magsino, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


SARS-free 


CALAPAN CITY—"Mindoro is SARS-tree," de- 
clared provincial police director Voltaire Calzado 
after clearing the information from the Calapan 
City Coast guard that a yacht of non-quarantined 
Chinese were going to Puerto Galera four days 
ago. The Philippine Ports Authority, Puerto 
Galera police and all chairs of barangays along 
the shoreline who were immediately alerted on 
the news said no such yacht was sighted in Puer- 
to Galera. 

‘Madonna Viola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Wanted man falls 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Police arrested 
the 14th “most notorious” criminal in the Cala- 
barzon area last Wednesday. Police identified the 
suspect as Marvin Retuerma, who was nabbed in 
Tagumpay Resort, Pansol, Calamba City, at 12:30 
a.m. Reports showed that Retuerma was the 
principal suspect in the murder of Ronald Opena 
On March 12, 2000 at Barangay Tandang Kotyo, 
Tanay, Rizal. 

Romulo Ponte, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Illegal recruiters 

GENERAL SANTOS CITY—Police on Monday ar- 

rested two women on charges of illegal recruit- 

ment. The suspects, Verna Derequito and Ju- 

lanie Pactol, were the subjects of an arrest war- 

rant Issued by Judge Eddie Rojas of the Region- 

al Trial Court Branch 37 here. Police were still 

tracking down Derequito's husband Zaldy, al ; : 

leged owner of an unlicensed recruitment agen- * ape d 1 television experience 

cy. The couple, along with Pactol, had allegedly 

peen recruiting jobseekers in the South Cotaba- | Other features: Pure Flat CRT + High Picture Quality + Dynamic Sound Enhancer otr matras max © 

to-Sarangani-General Santos (Socsargen) area à ; 

for non-existent jobs abroad. Pactol told re- DVD/Component Video Input Terminal + 181 Channel Cable Compatible PLL Tuner « Built-in Closed 

porters that she had recelved money from one of 4 7 H 
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was intended as placement fee. dde mn aras vrs 
Aquiles Zonlo, PDI Mindanao Bureau | St ox veste mentah. 
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A feast to celebrate the bounty of the sea 


By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes 
Lingayen, Pangasinan 


ONG before Filipinos de- 
Le a penchant to cel- 
ebrate every produce or 
product in their towns through 
festivals, Pangasinan’s capital 
town of Lingayen has been cele- 
brating the bounty of the sea. 
Historians say the Pista'y Dayat (sea 
festival) started in the early 1960s with 
simple thanksgiving rites by fishermen in 
two villages in Lingayen. 


‘The fishermen would go to the beach 
‘on May 1 to saya prayer of thanks to God 
for the plentiful harvests all year long. 
‘Then they took a dip at the sea, whieh 
they believed had miraculous healing 
property. They would later partake of 
simple meals, all derived from the sea. 

Tis not clear why May 1 was chosen to 
be the day, but it could be because it was 
Labor Day and a holiday, old folks say. 
For many workers and their families, it 
was an opportunity to beat the summer 
heat by frolicking on the beach. 

Besides, fishermen are laborers, too, 
and because the Lingayen Gulf has always 
been generous to them, they find it fitting 


resources are fast being depleted, according 
to studies, the people continue to celebrate 
the sea festival. Besides, the gulf occasional- 
ly surprises them when giant sea creatures 
like whale sharks and dolphins show up, 
stay for some days, and quietly disappear 
Gov. Victor Agbayani has given the 
green light for the inclusion of more fea- 
tures as part of, the provincial govern- 
ment's efforts to promote local tourism. 
The festivities started with the open- 
ing of the Tianggehan sa Pistay Dayat 
that featured various products on the 
capitol grounds. The Panangidayew 
Agro; Trade, Tourism and Seafood Fair 
opens today and will run up to May 2, 


tooffer thanksgiving prayers for its bounty. 

It was not long before local officials 
saw the affair's potential to lure tourists 
and started to line up activities to make 
their stay happy and memorable. 

‘The residents and their guests will 
again rendezvous with the sea this Labor 
Day. For them, it is a summer tryst, a 
promise that must be kept with the sea 
which is never selfish with its resources. 

But its no longer a one-day event. The 
Pistaly Dayat has evolved into the country's 
biggest and longest beach party that start- 
ed on April 14 and will end on May 9. 

The gulf continues to nurture the 
province and its neighbors, and although its 


also at the capitol grounds. 

Various activities will be undertaken 
daily until May 9, but the grand opening 
is on April 28 at the capitol plaza. It will 
be marked by the “Ating Yaman" photog- 
raphy contest, the "Pinta Ko, Alay Ko” ex- 
hibition, a scroll painting competition, a 
drum and lyre contest and wall climbing 
on the beach front. 

The April 30 revelry will start with the 
“Buhay sa Buhangin Sculptures by the 
Gulf followed by the Palaro ng Lahi. It 
will be capped by the pageant and coro- 
nation night of the Limgas na Dayat 
(Muse of the Sea) 2003 at the Narciso 
Ramos Sports and Cultural Center, 


Discovering 
Ilocos Sur in 
a dining yacht 


By Frank Cimatu 
Candon City 


LOCOS Sur is known for its an- 

cestral houses, churches done 

in the distinct earthguake 
barogue style, tiny Vigan longgani- 
zas (sausages), sticky rice desserts 
like Candon kalamay and Royal 
bibingka and empanadas. Other- 
wise, the province is one long 
stretch of road as one cruises to- 
ward the white beach of Pagudpud, 
Ilocos Norte, for example. 

Unknown to most 
travelers, Ilocos Sur 
has some of the un- 
spoiled and interest- 
ing beaches in North- 
em Luzon, which can 
be seen on the left side of the 150-kilometer 
stretch of the Maharlika Highway, from Ilocos 
Surto Ilocos Norte. 

One wouldn't have known it but the beach- 
es of Sinait, Sta. Lucia, Santa and Candon 
towns are among the best that the country 
can offer, And because one passes through 
them without knowing it, they are as un- 
spoiled as when Juan de Salcedo or Limahong 
had set foot on them. 

Be your own conquistador as you try the 
ocandia coastal cruise, relaxing by the South 
China Sea aboard an oil tanker refurbished 
into a dining yacht. 

locos Sur Rep. Eric Singson and a group of 
friends decided this year to bring the "Ten- 
messee Walker,” which brings tourists from 
the Manila Bay to Corregidor Island to Ilocos 
Sur, in the hope that tourists will also discover 
the province's coastline. 

“I would not have wanted this but if this is 
the only way to attract tourists, why nor?” 
Singson said. 

The Tennessee Walker used to be the oil 
tanker Peatheray G-I until it was given a 
makeover in 1992 and remodeled into a lux- 
ury cruise ship that can accommodate 250 
passengers. 

The MacArthur (top deck) can accommo- 
date 150 people, while the air-conditioned Ad- 
miral Dewey Room can fit in 100 passengers. 

Singson had an agreement with the Ten- 
nessee Walker owner that the yacht would 
stay in Ilocos from October to June and return 
to Manila Bay the rest of the yedr. 
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THIS SUMMER, 


PURCHASE 
TO 21% 


YOUR CEBU 
FURTHER 


PACIFIC TICKETS TWO DAYS IN ADVANCE 


AND GET UP REDUCTION FROM OUR VALUE FARES 


ROUTES 
Cebu - Puerto Princesa vv. 


VALUE FARES 
2499 
2,319 
2,249 
1,499 
1,759 
1,539 

1 3,239 
3,239 
3,289 
3,239 
2,569 
2,499 
2,569 
2,569 
2,449 
2,449 
2,149 
2,569 
2,319 


2-DAY ADVANCE 
2,049" 


SAVINGS 
18% 
14% 
13% 
13% 
12% 
12% 
21% 
21% 
20% 
21% 
20% 
18% 
20% 
18% 
16% 
16% 
796 
2096 
1496 


Cebu - Zamboanga vv. 


Cebu - Davao vv. 


Cebu - Butuan vv. 


Cebu - Iloilo v.v. 
Cebu - Bacolod vv. 


Manila - Davao v.v. 


Manila - Zamboanga v: 


Manila - Butuan v.v. 


Manila - Cagayan de Oro vx. Four-hour trip 

The cruise starts at Singson's resort at the 
Santiago Cove and the four-hour ride will 
take visitors to the coast of San Esteban and 
back. It is a picturesque view of Ilocandia as 
the. ship passes along coconut groves and 
quaint villages. 

Passengers can sing “Moon River” or listen 
toa rondalla by the open deck, or dine in style 
at the Dewey. 

“We want to assure you that the food will be 
the highlight of the cruise," said Robby Goco, 
the cruise consultant on food and beverages, 

Goco, who owns Tequila Joe in Metro 
Manila, decided to use ingredients found only 
in the Candon public market and in the small- 
er town markets in the province. 

Foronly P200, aguest can mix 75 different 
ingredients from tuna, seaweed, bihon (noo- 
dles), mushrooms, vegetables, native chick- 
en, pork, beef, Vigan longganiza, bagnet and 
many others, mix them with 20 different 
sauces and have them cooked in the gas- 


Manila - Dumaguete v.v. 


Manila - Puerto Princesa v.v. 


Manila - Cebu v.v. 


Manila - Tacloban v.v. 


Manila - Bacolod v.v. 


Manila - Iloilo v.v. 


Manila - Roxas v.v. 
Manila - Kalibo v. 


Davao - Zamboanga wv. 


* For travel effective May 1, 2003 


NOTES: 
Tickets must be purchased and ticketed at least 2 days prior to travel date. 
No open dated tickets hall bo alowed. However rabooking shali ba alowed 


provided that itis done at east 2 days pror to travel date. 
Validiy shal bo 3 moniha rom tha dato ol ticket Issuance. 
Tickets are rofundatio, upgradoabla and rerouleblo subject 
i. No discount shall apply on tnis lare. 


o applicable penates. 


For more information, call 638-4938 or tho travel agent nearest you. 
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MANILA 
Accass Universo 
Supersonic Services 
‘Summit World (Marla) 


928-8911 10 12 
863-9607 to 08 
636-8118 1021 


VISAYAS 
Summit World (Bacolod) 
Skytner (Cebu) 

Ramar Services (Dumaguete) 
Maves Group Services (lato) 
Jonar Resources Inc. (Kaloo) 
Jonar Resources Ino. (Roxas) 
‘Summit Worki (Tactoben) 
East Asia Ticketing Services (Palawan) — (048) 433-6541 


(032) 231-2113, 
(035) 225-6850 
(033) 329-4660 
(036) 268-7264 
1096) 621-0307 


(094) 494-2020 10 24 


(053) 325-7747 to 48 


77 CEBU PACIFIC 
You above all. 


Ontime * GreatValue + Warm&CaringServic: 


MINDANAO 
Marian Air Inc. Butuan) 
Summi World (Davao) 
Summit Word (Cegayan) 
‘Summit World Zamboanga} 


(085) 341-8879 
1082) 224-0961 t0 62 
(06822) 726-698 
(062) 993-1166 
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powered oven. 

"The tuxedoed waiters can also bring guests 
red wine and other drinks, 

In fact, it was the romantic notion of the 

ise that prompted Singson to come out 

with a sunset cruise, but he finally decided to 
scrap it because the coastline would be too 
dark to be appreciated anyway. 

The sunset cruise was later modified so 
that the guests could return to portat sunset. 

Lunch and dinner cruises from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. cost P350 per person, while sightseeing 
cruises starting 8 a.m. cost P100 per person. 
Weddings, class reunions and other chartered 
cruises can also be arranged. 
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Explosions mar GMAvisitto Pikit "eee 


THE PRESIDENT yesterday 
Frompage Al ‘The soldiers sustained serious deredacrackdownonterrorismin open defiance of the duly consti- But Kabalu said the President's dismissed suggestions that | 
leg injuries, the military said. Davao City after the April 2 Sasa tuted authorities,” she said. declaration was meant to justify Parts of Mindanao will be the 
The Presidents visit to Pikit The identities of the wounded explosion, which killed at least16 Ms Macapagal said theexisting the massive deployment of sol- — ext “battlefront” for the US- 
yesterday, however, was marred troopers from the 8th Marine people, Muslims in the city said situation “necessitates an imme- diers in the Buliok area, near the led global war on terror. 
‘when Marines clearing the area Battalion Landing Team were they were being singled out. diate and effective government position of its fighters. American troops to be de- 
stepped on two land mines. The not immediately available, but The military and the police response to avert further loss of ^ “We have already accepted the — Ployed in Sulu province later 
explosions, a few hours before Luna said they were quickly air- conducted raids after the other innocent lives and destruction of fact that we are being used again this year will only be engaged 
the President arrived, injured lifted to the hospital of the 6th- on Muslim communities. At least property.” to justify the deployment of in training their local counter- 
four soldiers. Infantry Division in Maguin- three Muslims have disappeared “Whenever it becomes neces- troops and perhaps, for addition- — Partsaswellascanying out civ- 
Col. Carduzo Luna, comman- danao province. after unidentified armed men ab- sary, the President as the Com- al funds for the military,”he said. — il projects, President Macapa- 
der of the Army's 602nd Infantry Eid Kabalu, spokesperson for ducted them. mander in Chief of all the Armed Although Ms Macapagal fell — 84l-Arroyosaid ina statement. 
Brigade, said the explosions oc- the Moro Islamic Liberation But Ms Macapagal was unper- Forces ofthe Philippines, may call short of actually naming the MILF “There is no sense in specu- 
curred about a kilometer away Front, said the explosives could turbed. out such armed forces to prevent as one of the targets, he said ex. lations that Sulu will be a 
from Barangay Bagoinged, where havebeenoneofthemanybombs “The lawless elements have or suppress lawless violence,” Ms perience showed that the govern- — NEW battlefront involving US 
a makeshift helipad had been dropped by Air Force planes dur- once again launched bomb at- Macapagal added. ment’s anti-terror campaign al. troops," Ms Macapagal said, 
constructed for the presidential ing the military's offensive in the tacks and recently exploded Mayor Rodrigo Duterte, the ways included MILF rebels. dismissing claims by leftist 
chopper. Buliok Complex. bombs in Region 11 and 12, Presidents “crisis manager” for Meanwhile, in Marawi City Sroups. ‘American troops will 
Luna said the explosions were E mostly recently in Davao City re- Mindanao, said the bombing inci- thousands of Maranaws marched "Ot land and shoot.” 
apparently not intended for the Human rights sulting in the loss of innocent dents in the city proved that there through the city's streets vowing She stressed US troops 
President or her party “Those The President said the order livesand destruction of property,” was a “clear and present danger” to help resolve the decades-old Would also be barred from ac- ' 
were left by the rebels during the would be carried out with due re- she said. to the people. conflict in Mindanao. Dennis Jay tual combat against the Abu 
skirmishes in February and it ex- gard for the constitutional rights “Lawless elements continue to “That is why the government C. Santos, Jeffrey P Maningo, Sayyaf, the bandit group both 
ploded just now,” Luna told Radio of every individual. threaten and perpetrate acts of has to continue with its fight,"he Edwin O. Fernandez, PDI Min- 0Vernments have linked tothe 
dxMS in Cotabato City. But immediately after she or- terrorism and lawless violence in said. danao Bureaui; AB AFP al-Qaida terror network. AFP 
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Nowayout... | 


From page Al 


Meralco filed its latest motion after the | 
third division “denied with finality” on April 9 
the company’s motion for reconsideration, f 


"which sought to reverse the Nov. 15, 2002 o: 


der that Meralco refund customers the 8 — 
amount it had overcharged for four years 
from 1994. 
The excessive charges stemmed from the b Li m 


decision of the firm to treat income taxes and 
other assets not related to the business as its 
operating expenses. : : x A : 
Khan told reporters that the high court, The St. Luke's Medical Center Institute for Neurosciences, Section of Neurosurgery -- 
QUAE E DOLENS Making Neurosurgery Safe, Minimally Invasive, and Optimally Effectivi 
“due course" to Meralco's latest motion. g ma y Pel Yang 
“It will not be given due course,” he said. ARSI Luke's Medal Center, world-class, highly skilled neurosurgeons, with nerves of steel, perform procedures that del with brain and spinal cod 


decision. (Meralco should) follow disorders, safely and effectively. 
ion," he said, 


President Macapagal-Arroyo said Meralco Dr. Manuel M. Mariano, one of the top neurosurgeons in Southeast Asia, heads a team of locally and internationally trained neurosurgeons 
must comply with the court order but hinted Han peso deeds plone laaa | 
pestem hare mek we ma $ performing, among others, cerebrovascular surgery, epilepsy surgery, tumor and spine surgen and minimal invasive neurosurgical procedures Ike 
eo Ms Macapagal ehd Merlo) which has keyhole craniotomy, neuroendoscopy, stereotactic surgery and stereotactic radiosurgery (SRS) using the LINAC-based Micromult-Leaf Colimator 
warned of possible bankruptcy, "must find a system, Minimally invasive neurosurgery eliminates big incisions ard with the help of advanced technology and equipment, the procedures are much 
way to meet its obligations to the public in i faster, safer, and more effective. 
line with the judicious use of its own means š : 
eed oer ur IE Ü Advanced Accurate Delivery of Brain Tumor Therapy 
Pegal Yesaya meme nee Conformal stereotactic radiosurgery and radiotherapy utilizes state-of-the-art BrainSCAN™ for rapid generation of accurate treatment plans that 
Tonsirsers/ the President ead Ina statemen define tumor volume and radiation dose even for irregularly shaped tumors in complex locations. Intensity Modulated Stereotactic RadioSurgary. 

Meralco president Jesus Francisco said he : .. (MRS™) and the m3™ Mlcromuli-Leaf Colimator work together to optimize dose delivery, maximizing treatment of the umor while minimizing injury 
had no problem with the statement of Ms toadjacentcrfical organs. 

Macapagal. “Everybody knows that the : 
Supreme Court order must be implemented." 


Clarification 
"The motion for consideration that we filed 


(with the high court) is still a clarification on its Commitment to patient care inspires St. Luke's Medical Center to constantly improve every aspect of diagnosis and treatment. The St. 
decision," Francisco said. “But if it rules with fi- 


n ales with f Luke's Comprehensive Brain Tumor Center gathers specialists from neurosurgery, neurology, medical oncology, radiation oncology, 
ey Pe an RE Rn » E neuroradiology, nuclear medicine, neuropathology, psychiatry, pain management, and nursing. A revolution in the interdisciplinary 
Bri forthe Rn approach to the management of brain and spinal cord tumors in the Philippines, the St Luke's Comprehensive Brain Tumor Center" 
Bayan Muna partylist Rep. Crispin Beltran "... delivers complete, coordinated, quality healthcare to adult and pediatric cancer patients who deserve nothing less than world-class 
called on the high court to stand pat on its de- ic 
cision. “Every centavo Meralco overcharged J 
consumers should be returned.” World-Class Neurosurgery Team 
He said Meralco should be cited for contempt i : : 
or charged with estafa should itfailtocomply. — |, Leading the St. Luke's neurosurgery team is Radiosurgery at the University of Graz Medical School, Austria; 
Consumer groupshavesuggested that Mer- fF - LES Dr. Manuel M. Mariano, who trained in Radiosurgery at the — Dr. Leo H. Salud, with training in Interventional Neuroradiology 
alco refund the excess charges either in lump- E Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, Sweden and Minimally ^ al the New York-Presbyterian Hospital; Dr. Ibet Marie Sih, 
uon aa on monthly bills or Invasive Neurosurgery at the University of Mainz, Germany trained in Neurosurgery at the University of the Philippines 
Calling piecing "bully in te A 3 (under Professor Axel Pemeczky). Among his team members ^ Philippine General Hospital and Spine Surgery at National 
the Freedom from Debt Coalition blasted the f W [/ are neurosurgeons Dr. Rhoderick M. Casis, tained in Neuroscience Insiue, Singapore; Dr. Joseph Tim S. Sim, 
Lopezes, owners of Meralco, for their contin- 5 Neurosurgery at St. Luke's Medical Center and Stereotactic with training in Neurosurgery at the University of the East-Ramon 
ued defiance of the Supreme Court. 3 Radiosurgery at BRAINLAB, Munich, Germany; Dr. Annabell Magsaysay Memorial Medical Center, Stereotactic Radiosurgery ,: 
The Fees the cones oa E = 1 E. Chua, who trained in Neurotrauma at the Hartford Hospital, at the Brigham and Women's Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts 8 
sumers hostage, particularly those who have University of Connecticut Health Center, Epilepsy Surgery at — and Neurotrauma al the Philippine Orthopaedic Center,’ andi} 
oa hehe PET MED i 1: the University of Cincinnafi Medical Center, end XKnfe Dr. Ludovico R. Villaruel, with raining in Neurosurgery at the 
Energy Secretary Vincent Perez Jr. said he & į Training Course, Boslony Massachusetts; Dr. Eusebio L. University of the EastRamon Magsaysay Memorial 
would gather within the week representatives f Debuque, trained i) “Stereotactic Radiosurgery in Boston, Center and Stereotactic Radiosurgery at BRAINLAB, Mi 
from Meralco, consumer groups and the Ener- 1 Massachusetts; Dr. Erie C. Legaspi, with training in Pediatric Germany. Dr. Bienvenido B. Aldanese, Director Er 
sy Regulatory Commission to start talks on y : Neurosurgery nd Spine Surgeryatthe. University of Louisville, the Section of Neurosurgery, St Luke's Medical Center, rai 
Es ETETE Selaa f. f : Kent, Dr. Gero Ds Legaspi, who tained m midonewosugey at V Waller Reed General 
rt. E 
Perez said the talks should push through " ^ Neurosurgery at the University of the Philippines-Philippine en D.C. and, Kanton Hospital, Un 
despite “whatever motions or appeals that > = General Hospital; Dr. Louie C. Racelis, who trained in itzerlane 
Meralco may file” with the high court. Neurological Surgery at the University of Santo Tomas Hospital; 
ORDRE Dr. Antonio A. Raféel, with training in the Leskell Gamma: 


Ina 23-page motion, Meralco lawyers from 
the Quiason, Makalintal, Barot, Torres & Ibar- 
Ta said the high'court should accept its latest 
motion, and be given the opportunity of an 
oral argument. 
The countrys largest power distributor 
asked the full court to study the Nov. 15, 2002 
ruling of the third division, and its April 9, 
2003 decision denying a reconsideration 
sought by the firm. 
In its latest motion, the power distributor 
said it was willing to refund the excess 
charges it imposed on its more than three mil- 
lion consumers. However, contrary to an ear- 4 " 
lier report, the fitm was not asking to modify P 4 
the April 9 refund order to cover just one year =! 1 
instead of tne four yarn the orginal ing N t. Luke s 
(Nov. 15, 2002). M H 
The firm said that if the high court sus- Medical Center 
tained the original ruling, the computation 1 m 
should vary from year to year. "As it is clear- Was Lies Aa International Affiliate Of 
ly indicated in the Energy Regulatory Board Health à E. New York - Presbyterian Hospital 
(ERB) decision itself, the PO.167 per kilo- A olumbia L f and Surgco 
watt-hour supposed excess collection was Care ® j ial N f (E Comma Voi 
'determined by the ERB for the period be- “on The Big News 3 
ginning Feb. 1, 1994 to Jan. 3, 1995,” said Mondays to Fridays i id Closs Te y And Expertise in Coring Honds 
Meralco, x ABE Changni $ TV) 
The excess collection could not pertain to pe- os 
Ep nant hake la pt 218 E. Rodriguez Sr. Boulevard, Quezon City 1102, Philippines 
reports from Carlito Pablo, Gerald G. Lacuar- c a 0101 or 723-0301. Fax: 723-1199 Website : www.stluke.com.ph e-mail : info@stluké.com ph 
ta, Juliet Labog-Javellana and AFP 


The First and Only Comprehensive Brain Tumor Center «^ 
in the Philippines - A St. Luke's Brainchild 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23, 2003 


Explosions mar GMA visit to Pikit 


From page Al 


The President's visit to Pikit 
yesterday, however, was marred 
when Marines clearing the area 
stepped on two land mines. The 
explosions, a few hours before 
the President arrived, injured 
four soldiers. 

Col. Carduzo Luna, comman- 
der of the Army 602nd Infantry 
Brigade, said the explosions oc- 
curred about a kilometer away 
from Barangay Bagoinged, where 
a makeshift helipad had been 
constructed for the presidential 
chopper. 

Luna said the explosions were 
apparently not intended for the 
President or her party. “Those 
were left by the rebels during the 
skirmishes in February and it ex- 
ploded just now," Luna told Radio 
dxMS in Cotabato City. 


No way out... 


From page Al 


Meralco filed its latest motion after the 
third division “denied with finality" on April 9 
the company’s motion for reconsideration, 
which sought to reverse the Nov. 15, 2002 or- 
der that Meralco refund customers the 
amount it had overcharged for four years 
from 1994. 

The excessive charges stemmed from the 
decision of the firm to treat income taxes and 
other assets not related to the business as its 
operating expenses 

Khan told reporters that the high court, 
particularly the full court, would not give 
"due course" to Meralco's latest motion. 

“it will not be given due course,” he said. 
"There's a decision. (Meralco should) follow 
the decision,” he said. 

President Macapogal-Arroyo said Meralco 
must comply with the court order but hinted 
her administration may be open to a settle- 
ment. Ms Macapagal said Meralco, which has 
warned of possible bankruptcy, “must find a 
way to incer its obligations to the public in 
line with the judicious use of its own means 
and resources, 

However, the government, a minority share- 
holder, will support any legal means to resolve 
this issue that is acceptable to the court and the 
consumers.” the President said in a statement. 

Meralco president Jesus Francisco said he 
had no problem with the statement of Ms 
Macapagal. "Everybody knows that the 
Supreme Court order must be implemented." 


Clarification 

“The motion for consideration that we filed 
(with the high court) is still a clarification on its 
decision." Francisco said. "But if it rules with fi- 
nal finality’ we will of course follow its order" 

Meralco officials had said the motion was a 
dast resort for the firm. 

Bayan Muna partylist Rep. Crispin Beltran 
called un the high court to stand pat on its de- 
cision. “Every centavo Meralco overcharged 
consumers should be returned." 

He said Meralco should be cited for contempt 
or charged with estafa should it fail to comply. 

Consumer groups have suggested that Mer- 
alco refund the excess charges either in lump- 
sum cash. deductions on monthly bills or 
shares in rhe company. 

Calling Meralco a “bully in the playground,” 
the Frecdom from Debt Coalition blasted the 
Lopezes, owners of Meralco, for their contin- 
ued defiance of the Supreme Court. 

The FDC said the firm was holding the con- 
sumers hostage, particularly those who have 
signified their intent to be owners of Meralco 
through a stock option, 

Energy Secretary Vincent Perez Jr. said he 
‘would gather within the week representatives 
from Meralco, consumer groups and the Ener- 
gy Regulatory Commission to start talks on 
how to implement the multibillion-peso re 
fund ordered by the Supreme Court. 

Perez said the talks should push through 
despite "whatever motions or appeals that 
Meralco may file" with the high court. 


Oral argument 
Ina 23-page motion, Meralco lawyers from 


the Quiason, Makalintal, Baror, Torres & Ibar- ` 


ra said the high court should accept its latest 
motion, and be given the opportunity of an 
oral argument 

The country’s largest power distributor 
asked the full court to study the Nov. 15, 2002 
ruling of the third division, and its April 9, 
2003 decision denying a reconsiderati 
sought by the firm. 

In its latest motion, the power distributor 
said it was willing to refund the excess 
charges it imposed on its more than three mil 
lion consumers. However, contrary to an ear- 
lier report, the firm was not asking to modify 
the April 9 refund order to cover just one year 
instead of the four years in the original ruling 
(Nov. 15, 2002). 

The firm said that if the high court sus- 
tained the original ruling, the computation 
should vary from year to year. "As it is clear- 
ly indicated in the Energy Regulatory Board 
(ERB) decision itself, the PO.167 per kilo 
wati-hour supposed excess collection was 
‘determined by the ERB for the period be- 
ginning Feb. 1, 1994 to Jan. 3, 1995," said 
Meralco. 

‘The excess collection could not pertain to pe- 
riods after January 1995, "as the figures used in 
the computation vary from yearto year” With 
reports from Carlito Pablo, Gerald G. Lacuar- 
ta, Juliet Labog-Javellana and AFP 


The soldiers sustained serious 
leg injuries, the military said. 
The identities of the wounded 
troopers from the 8th Marine 
Battalion Landing Team were 
not immediately available, but 
Luna said they were quickly air- 
lifted to the hospital of the 6th 
Infantry Division in Maguin- 
danao province. 

Eid Kabalu, spokesperson for 
Islamic Liberation 
Front, said the explosives could 
have been one of the many bombs 
dropped by Air Force planes dur- 
ing the military's offensive in the 
Buliok Complex. 


the Moro 


Human rights 

The President said the order 
would be carried out with due re- 
gard for the constitutional rights 
of every individual. 

But immediately after she or- 
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ducted them. 


turbed. 


she said. 


dered a crackdown on terrorism in 
Davao Gity after the April 2 Sasa 
explosion, which killed at least 16 
people, Muslims in the city said 
they were being singled out. 

The military and the police 
conducted raids after the other 
on Muslim communities. At least 
three Muslims have disappeared 
after unidentified armed men ab- 


But Ms Macapagal was unper- 


"The lawless elements have 
‘once again launched bomb at- 
tacks and recently exploded 
bombs in Region 11 and 12, 
mostly recently in Davao City, re 
sulting in the loss of innocent 
lives and destruction of property,” 


"Lawless elements continue to 
threaten and perpetrate acts of 
terrorism and lawiess violence in 


open defiance of the duly consti- 
tuted authorities," she said, 

Ms Macapagal said the existing 
situation “necessitates an imme- 
diate and effective government 
response to avert further loss of 
innocent lives and destruction of 
Property.” 

“Whenever it becomes neces- 
sary, the President as the Com- 
mander in Chief of all the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines, may call 
out such armed forces to prevent 
or suppress lawless violence,” Ms 
Macapagal added. 

Mayor Rodrigo Duterte, the 
President's “crisis manager" for 
Mindanao, said the bombing inci- 
dents in the city proved that there 
was a “clear and present danger” 
tothe people. 

“That is why the government 
has to continue with its fight,” he 
said. 


But Kabalu said the President's 
declaration was meant to justify 
the massive deployment of sol- 
diers in the Buliok area, near the 
position of its fighters. 

“We have already accepted the 
fact that we are being used again 
to justify the deployment of 
troops and perhaps, for addition- 
al funds for the military,” he said. 

Although Ms Macapagal fell 
short of actually naming the MILF 
as one of the targets, he said ex- 
perience showed that the govern- 
ments anti-terror campaign al 
ways included MILF rebels. 

Meanwhile, in Marawi City, 
thousands of Maranaws marched 
through the city's streets vowing 
to help resolve the decades-old 
conflict in Mindanao. Dennis Jay 
C. Santos, Jeffrey P. Maningo, 
Edwin O. Fernandes, PDI Mi 
danao Bureau; AR AFP 


As 


Mindanao not next 
US battlefront’ 


THE PRESIDENT yesterday 
dismissed suggestions that 
parts of Mindanao will be the 
next “battlefront” for the US- 
led global war on terror 

‘American troops to be de- 
ployed in Sulu province later 
this year will only be engaged 
in training their local counter- 
partsas well as carrying out civ- 
il projects, President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo said in a statement. 

“There is no sense in specu- 
lations that Sulu will be a 
new battlefront involving US 
troops,” Ms Macapagal said, 
dismissing claims by leftist 
groups. “American troops will 
not land and shoot.” 

She stressed US troops 
would also be barred from ac- 
tual combat against the Abu 
Sayyaf, the bandit group both 
governments have linked to the 
al-Qaida terror network. AFP 


Will You Entrust Your Brain 
Luke's Medical Center? 


The St. Luke's Medical Center Institute for Neurosciences, Section of Neurosurgery -- 
Making Neurosurgery Safe, Minimally Invasive, and Optimally Effective 


At St. Luke's Medical Center, world-class, highly skilled neurosurgeons, with nerves of steel, perform procedures that deal with brain and spinal: cord 
disorders, safely and efecively. 


Dr. Manuel M. Mariano, one of the top neurosurgeons in Southeast Asia, heads a team of locally and intemationally trained neurosurgeons 
Performing, among others, cerebrovascular surgery, epilepsy surgery, tumor and spine surgery, and minimally invasive neurosurgical procedures like 
keyhole craniotomy, neuroendoscopy, stereotactic surgery, and stereotactic radiosurgery (SRS) using the LINAC-based Micromuli-Laf Colimator 
system. Minimally invasive neurosurgery eliminates big incisions and with the help of advanced technology and equipment, the prócedures are much 
faster, safer, andmore effective, 


Advanced Accurate Delivery of Brain Tumor Therapy 


Conformal stereotactic radiosurgery and radiotherapy uliizes stete-o-he-art BrainSCAN™ for rapid generation of accurate treatment plans that 
define tumor volume and radiation dose even for iregularly shaped tumors in complex locations. Intensity Modulated Stereotactic RadioSurgery 
(IMRS™) and the m3™ Micromult-Leaf Colimator work together to optimize dose delivery, maximizing treatment of the tumor while minimizing injury 
toadjacenteritical organs. 


Watch St Luke's 


Health 
Care @~ 


‘on The Big News 
Mondays to Fridays 10 BM: 
ABC Channel 5 TV 


Connecting all Departments. 


The First and Only Comprehensive Brain Tumor Center 


in the Philippines - A St. Luke's Brainchild 


‘Commitment o patient care inspires St Luke's Medical Center to constantly improve every aspect of diagnosis and treatment. The Si. 
Luke's Comprehensive Brain Tumor Center gathers specialists from neurosurgery, neurology, medical oncology, radiation oncology, 
neuroradiology, nuclear medicine, neuropathology, psychiatry, pain management, and nursing. A revolution in the interdiscipinary 
approach fo the management of brain and spinal cord tumors in the Philippines, the St. Luke's Comprehensive Brain Tumor Center 
delivers complete, coordinated, quality healthcare to adult and pediatric cancer patients who deserve nothing less than world-class 


service. 


World-Class Neurosurgery Team 


Leading the St. Luke's neurosurgery team is 
Dr. Manuel M. Mariano, who trained in Radiosurgery at Ine 
Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, Sweden and Minimally 
invasive Neurosurgery at the University of Mainz, Germany 
(under Professor Axel Perneczky). Among his team members 
are neurosurgeons Dr. Rhoderick M. Casis, trained in 
Neurosurgery at St. Luke's Medical Center and Stereotactic 
Radiosurgery at BRAINLAB, Munich, Germany; Dr. Annabell 
E. Chua, who trained in Neurotrauma at the Hartford Hospital, 
University of Connecticut Health Center, Epilepsy Surgery at 
the University of Cincinnati Medical Center, and XXnife 
Training Course, Boston, Massachusetts; Dr. Eusebio L. 
Debugue, trained in Stereotactic Radiosurgery in Boston, 
Massachusetts: Dr. Eric C. Legaspi, with training in Pediatric 
Neurosurgery and Spine Surgery atthe University of Louisville, 
Kentucky, Dr. Gerardo D. Legaspi, who trained in 
Neurosurgery at the University of the Philippines-Philppine 
General Hospital: Dr. Loule C. Racelis, who trained in 
Neurological Surgery at the University of Santo Tomas Hospital: 
Dr. Antonio A. Rafael, with taining in the Leskell Gamma. 


Radiosurgery at the University of Graz Medical School, Austria; 
Dr. Leo H. Salud, with training in Interventional Neuroradiology 
at the New York-Presbyterian Hospital; Dr. Ibet Marie Sih, 
trained in Neurosurgery at the University of the Philippines- 
Philippine General Hospital and Spine Surgery at National 
Neuroscience Institute, Singapore; Dr. Joseph Tim S. Sim, 
with training in Neurosurgery at the University of the East-Ramon 
Magsaysay Memorial Medical Center, Stereotactic Radiosurgery 
atthe Brigham and Women's Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts 
and Neurotrauma at the Philippine Orthopaedic Center, and 1 
Dr. Ludovico R. Villaruel, with training in Neurosurgery at the 
University of the East-Ramon Magsaysay Memorial Medical 
Center and Stereotactic Radiosurgery at BRAINLAB, Muni 
Germany. Dr. Bienvenido B. Aldanese, Director Eme 

the Section of Neurosurgery, St. Luke's Medical Center, tai 
microneurosurgery-at the Walter Reed General 
Washington, D.C. and Kanton Hospital, University 
Suitzerand. ^ 


St. Luke's 


Medical Center 


4 


279 E. Rodriguez Sr. Boulevard, Quezon City 1102, Philippines 


723-0101 or 723-0301 Fax 
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11 more die of SARS in China, 5 in HK, 1 in Malaysia 


From page Al have reported SARS cases. tients had gone to since their infec- who might have been exposed to “tute, was quoted as saying by the Medical Association. 
WHO's dire prediction was re- tion. Only then could the central the highly contagious respiratory Xinhua news agency. Lo, an infectious disease expert 
es stood at 918, inforced by Premier Wen Jiabao, government develop better epi- illness and to report promptly Yang said the current estimated who also serves as a lawmaker, told 
The central government has whoadmitted that the health sys- demic control measures, he said. and accurately. daily production of the test kit The Associated Press that he ex- 
sent more medical teams to affect- tem was ill prepared to deal with "Do a good job of analyzing could meet the demands of 10,000 pected that by then, SARS would 
ed areas amid growing fears that a SARS epidemic in the country: Where, how, why statistics, effectively control and people, and the output is expected be mostly contained, but Hong 
the virus rocking Beijing willsweep side, where 70 percent of China's | “The date of onset is the most cut off the source of infection,” to growto 100,000adaysoon. — Kong"mightsee sporadic cases.” 
the county Authorities have 1.3 billion people live. important figure to understand the Liu Qi was quoted as saying by Quarantine measures appeared Hong Kong took a step toward 
iber of probable “Such an epidemic could spread epidemic better,” MacFarland said. newspapers. to be paying off in Hong Kongs normalcy Tuesday as 200,000 
jing 13foldinthe “before we knowit" and “the con- “Where, how, why when the pa- ‘There isnocure, vaccine or ap- fight against SARS and its leader secondary students returned to 
past two days from 44 to 482, with sequences could be too dreadful tients came down, the demograph- proved diagnostic test yet for voiced growing confidence about class after a three-week precau- 
another 610 suspected cases. to contemplate,” the Chinese pre- icsofa person. This can tell us alot SARS, but Chinese health author- beating the disease. But experts. tionary school closure. But the 
More worrying for the central mier said in a speech published about how the epidemic is spread- ities said they were planning to said Tuesday it was unclear when students and teachers were told 
government are figures showing on Monday. ing. Thisis the data thatweneedto mass producea fast SARS test kit. the crisis would end. to wear surgical masks and have 
that the illness was spreading WHO medical officer Jeff Mc- geta better sense of the magnitude The method, called the Enzyme “My prediction is in three their temperatures taken daily 
from Sichuan province in the Farland on Tuesday said thatwhile of the epidemic,” he said. Link Immuno’ Adsorbent Assay, months time Hong Kong can re- Younger students were stil stay- 
southwest to Liaoning in the the reporting system was now The Communist Party boss in could detect the SARS virus with- turn to almost normal, not com- ing home, and a few schools re- 
northeast. Nineteen of China's 31 working better, China must alsoes- Beijing has directed city officials in an hour, Yang Huanming, direc- pletely normal,” said Dr. Lo Wing- fused to open. Reports from AB 
provinces and municipalities tablish the places where SARS pa- to step up the tracing of people tor of the Beijing Genomics Insti- lok, president of the Hong Kong AFP and Reuters 


Erap wants Pimentel as witness 2 rights activists... 


From page Al he would testify only on the issue of Binondo branch. case last April 9. From page Al facilitating a fair and impartial trial 
the envelope. “I willzel the truth Estrada complained that when Also at the Sandiganbayan yes- against the main suspect, Col. Jovi 
Owner of the controversial ac- (about) what saw in the envelope. this letter was discovered inside terday, state prosecutors pressed cial coordinators of the peasant- to Palparan was promoted to a 
‘count in Equitable PCIBank. The Maybe I can produce a copy of the the second envelope, the media for the sequestration of the so- worker group Anakpawis in Ori- stargeneral, Marcellana said. 
‘envelope was opened in the pres- content ofthe envelope.” did not give it the same promi- called "Boracay mansion,” a ental Mindoro, and Virgilio Orly Marcellana, Eden's hus- 
ence of Pimentel, then-Ombuds- He said the envelope con- nenceasithad other majordevel- P142-million property believed Catoy, a member of the Gawad band and secretary general of 
man Aniano Desierto and others. tained deposit and withdrawal opments leading tohisdownfall. to have been purchased with CCP awardee audio-visual group Kasama-TK, said their children, 
"Hopefully Senator Pimentel slips related to the Velarde ac- Told of Estrada's plans involv- Estrada's ill-gotten wealth. ‘STExposure for the stirring video Danna Marie, 7, and Ara, 6, were 
will testify,” Estrada told the IN- count. ing Pimentel, Noel Malaya, oneof Upon their request, the court documentary “Alingawngaw ng now asking for the whereabouts 
Oven the other day. Estrada is accused of having his court-appointed lawyers, con- summoned a broadcast reporter mga Punlo.” They were found of their mother. He said the last 
At the Senate, Pimentel said he maintained the Velarde account firmed that matters relating to who saw an alleged proof of hogtied on a road in a remote time they contacted his wife on a 
was prepared to do so. “Iam will- using an alias to hide alleged ill- the second envelope would in- Estrada's ownership of the man- barangay of Bongabong town at cell phone, their eldest daughter 
ing tobe awitness forthedefense. gotten wealth, including kick- deed constitute “our first evi- sion—a tag under an old carpet around 2 a.m. yesterday. advised her to be careful as she 
Ofcourse, Ill gothereifTilbesub- backs, commissions. and dence" tobe presented incourt. bearing his name as the buyer. The five were part of an 11- might get into trouble 
poenaed by the court," he said. “jueteng” payola collections. “We believe we will score big ABS-CBN's Mariton Pacheco member quick reaction team Edwin Alog, Bayan-ST deputy 
Estrada said the 11-10 vote to : on this one,” he said, welcoming was subpoenaed for being the first (QRT) of human rights advocates secretary general, said members 
keep the envelope closed during Key evidence? the senatorsinclusion asa poten- to find the tag during the courts led by Karapatan-ST that went to of Marcellana’s group were ab- 
his impeachment trial “triggered Estrada's court-appointed tial defense witness. March 19 inspection of the now Oriental Mindoro on Black Satur- ducted at about 7 p.m. on Monday 
the walkout” of House prosecutors lawyers have cited one of the But human rights lawyer Ro- abandoned residence in New daytolookintonew reports of ab- in Barangay Maibon in Naujan. 
and eventually led to the massive documents from the envelope as mulo Capulong, a private com- Manila, Quezon City: Pacheco is duction allegedly perpetrated by 
demonstrations at the Edsa Shrine a key piece of evidence proving plainant during the impeachment expected to present video footage the military in Barangay Buong Alsa Masa 
that resulted in his ouster. that Dichaves, not their client, trial questioned the authenticity ofthe carpet tag incourttoday. Lupa, Gloria town. Alog said the abductors intro- 
“After that walkoutIwascharged owned the Velarde account. > of the Dichaves letter, saying it — Estrada has never denied that n duced themselves as members of an 
in the streets. But days after they They referred to an Aug. 25, might have been “surreptitiously his family by ex-starlet LaarniEn- Favorite colonel anti-communist group called Alsa 
(the Macapagal administration) 1999 letter purportedly signed by inserted” as a last-ditch ploy to riquezoccupied the mansionfora The Bagong Alyansang Mak- Masa, “But we believed that just like 
grabbed power, the second enve- Dichaves asking then EPCIB se- get Estrada off the hook. few months in 2000. He has in- abayan (Bayan) and Karapatan the notorious ‘Bonnet Gang’ in the 
lope was opened and revealed the nior vice president Romy Dy Tang The Estrada trial at the Sandi- sisted, however, that the house blamed President Macapagal-Ar- area, members of the group belong 
name of Jaime ichaves,"hesaid. to open an account under the ganbayan is currently in a lull af was owned by Dichaves, who royo's “favorite colonel” for the tothe military” he said. 
Pimentel issued a caveat: Hesaid name ‘Jose Velarde” at the bank’s ter state prosecutors rested their merely lent it to him. deaths of the two human rights Alsa Masa is an anti-commu- 
leaders. nist vigilante group that started 
The two groups pointed to Col, in Davao during the time of for- 
Jovito Palparan, head of the merPresident Corazon Aquino. 
204th Infantry Brigade of the Asked if there was an Alsa 
Philippine Army, as the one re- Masa group in the province, Pal- 
I . sponsible for the deaths of Mar- paran said: “The people in the 
| cellana and Gumanoy Bayan and area have long been fed up with 
ook who's lookin OO egre ue deb 
z notorious Butcherof Mindoro.” ties of the New People's Army. 
“The killings must stop before And these leftist groups were 
the blood of more human rights known coddlers and supporters 
omi advocates and activists is forcibly of the communist rebels.” 
vem - shed at the altar of President Ar- ^ "The people are now angry with 
TY ees 3 royos ‘strong republic,” said the likes of Marcellanas group. 
— Marie Hilao Enriquez, Karapatan Makulit sila (They're irritating), 
SOLIGHUM national secretary general. he said without elaborating. 
vL Palparan denied the allegations. Palparan condoled with the 
LOREMS E: “The accusations are all baseless families of the victims, adding 
and unfounded. But thats nothing they would assist the police in 
new because every time there are solving the crime. 
incidents like this, they always Based on accounts of several 
blame the military” he told the In- witnesses, Marcellana and 10 
quae in a cellular phone iner- others human rights activists 
view from Fort Bonifacio. were aboard a van on their way to 
Marcellana came into promi- Calapan City when a group of 
rence lastyearafter exposing hu- armed men intercepted them. 
man rights abuses in Southern The armed men then boarded the 
Tagalog, especially in Oriental van. At about 8 p.m., the armed 
Mindoro, which she claimed group disembarked and hogtied 


IRERE rs A = = were perpetrated by the military  Marcellana and four others. 
a, ma < 31 Tn an ner incew lisa The remaining Sx along wih 
ek, er, City last Holy Week at the kick the dri the l0 was 
fSolignum w: =| '* Solignum & See IUDA 


oco mimm j yes cmm cellana said 1,019 cases of human left behind, while the armed group 

3ROWN gH n COLOURLESS f rights violations had been recorded that took Marcellana and the rest 

1 1 in Southern Tagalog since the ascent boarded a separate private jeep 

2 $ ^ to power of Ms Macapagal. and drove off into a forested area 

\ T E “In her three-year term, 64 have in the direction of Victoria town. 
Y 1 already been killed. But instead of With a report from Alcuin Papa 


Palace 


From page Al "ugly" consequences once sup- 
posed businesses coerced by Viaje 
Ignacio Bunye, the administra. to come up with cash up front 
tion wants to maintain "cordial" start coming out in the open. 
relations with Dante Ang, Presi- "The relationship remains cor- 
dent Macapagal’s former person- dial, Bunye said when asked to 
al publicist. describe the current ties between 
In two articles published so far President Macapagal and Ang, 
in his own newspaper, The Mani- who served as her chief image 
la Times, Ang had railed against maker since she first ran for the 
the allegorical dog “Viaje” and Senate in che early '90s, 
the latters “kennel,” saying big “We prefer it remains that 
business transactions have to way,” Bunye also said in his me- 
pass through them or else their dia briefing yesterday. 
proponents are harassed through In a short interview after his 
lawsuits. briefing, Bunye said that Ang, 
It is clear, according to Palace who resigned as Pemda En 
insiders, that Ang was referring to pagal’s senior consultant for pub- 
Take a good look at the new Solignum wood preservative. The same quality, lawyer Arthur "Pancho" Vilatsza li relations in November 2002, 
the same-effective anti-anay, pro- bahay protection you've come to know for generations as Viaje and his influential Vil- continued to advise his former 
cti k bel. laraza-Angangco Law Office, for- No. 1 client from time to time. 
now comes in an attractive new lal merly the Carpio, Villaraza and “I suppose some of his advice 
Cruz Law Office. The kennel refers are followed, some not,” Bunye 
to his law firm. Two of its former said when asked to describe Ang's 
At home in the Philippines for over 50 years. partners were appointed by the current role Ms Macapagal's ad- 
President to key government posi- ministration. 
tions: Antonio Carpio to the Bunye, however, professed 
Supreme Court and Avelino Cruz lack of knowledge on the ties that 
as Presidential Legal Counsel, An- bind the First Family and the Vil- 
other senior partner, Simeon laraza-Angangco Law Office. 


z Marcelo, is now the Ombudsman. “I am not familiar with that," 
Tried. Tested. Trusted. Villaraza's law office has ser- Bunye said. 


All over the world for over 100 years. viced the Arroyo family since the Bunye is the father of lawyer 

1980s and has been holding of- Patricia Bunye, herself a member 

fice for sometime now in the LTA of the law firm. The younger Bun- 

building in Makati, which is ye served as spokesperson of Mr. 

named after the mother of First Arroyo until her father was 

Gentleman Jose Miguel Arroyo, named as press secretary last 
In his articles, Ang warned of year. 


i" 
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SARS-hit village isolated ee 


From page Al veloped high fever and were tak- They said Mauricio and his homes. Ata press briefing, ofials ofthe spitting, he said. 
en April 19 to the Research Insti- wife arrived from Canada in Collado said the residents DOH and World Health Organiza. But residents of the Catalons’ 
three zones during the isolation tute of Tropical Medicine (RITM) February. would be provided food during tion sought to downplay fears that village are “very angry" with the 
period scheduled to last until in Alabang, Metro Manila. “He was already sickly and was the isolation period, thus pre- Catalon was a “super-spreader” in “misinformation” in the media, 
April 26, It is headed by Alcala The brother-in-law, the boy in fact confined at a hospital in venting their movement and the view of the big number of people “There is too much false infor- 
Mayor Juanito Collado and the and the baby have recovered but Dagupan sometime after he ar- possible spread of the disease. and placesshe came in contact with mation aired on TV” said a niece 
rural health officer. are still under watch and in isola- rived,” said a cousin of Mauricio's. He said he was awaiting a rec- and visited prior to her death. of Mauricio Catalons. “A news 
It was not immediately known tion at the RITM. The father, “Hecomplained of paininhislow- ommendation from epidemiolo- “You cannot consider hera su- program reported that Adela's 
how many households or per- Mauricio, died at 5:40 a.m. yes- er abdomen, and think it washis gist Revelyn Cayabyab of the re- per-spreader until those who brother, who is the barangay cap- 
sons, most of whom are relatives terday. Kidney that troubled him." gional health office, to declare came in contat with tain, also developed the disease 
of Adela, are affected bytheisola- Dayrit said Mauricio's death did ^ A niece said the family was thevillageunderastateofhealih her—254—turn out positive for when in fact he just accompanied 
tion order. The village has about not mean that there was now “lo- planning to sue officials of the emergency ` SARS," Dayrit said. their father to [the RITM). Then 
800 residents, including children, ` cal” or “secondary” transmission of Department of Health who had “We will endorse the recom- Told about the panic that the the baby was also reported to have 
Collado said. the Severe Acute Respiratory Syn- earlier refused to release Mauri- mendation to the municipal coun- deaths of Catalon and her father died. That baby is really sickly, and 
“Even before the isolation of drome. cio for surgery. cil, which must pass a resolution had supposedly caused in their the DOH, thinking that the baby 
the three zones, the residents al- “The moment somebody who The sealed coffin containing declaring the barangay under a hometown, Dayrit called on the could be [developing] SARS, also 
ready felt the stigma of being in had come in contact with [Cata- the body will be released only on state of health emergency, so we public to calm down and to strict- took the baby to the hospital. But 
contact with the probable SARS lon} comesdown with pneumonia April 26, when the quarantine pe- can use our calamity fund to buy ly follow quarantine procedures. now the baby is well. 
vietim, with people from other or respiratory attacks, then we riod for those who had contact food forthe residents,” he said. “Eventually, SARS cases will “It is because of the misinfor- 
barangays refusing to go near have a SARS case here,” Dayrit with Catalon shall have ended. The mayor also said the local occur,” he said. “Because of the mation that people from other 
them,” the mayor said. “Isolating said ata press briefing yesterday. Nevertheless, Dayrit advised government planned to coordi- nature of this organism, you can- places refuse to deal or talk with 
the residents makes them angry Dayrit said Catalon’s father the family against holding a natewithnationalagenciestoad- not shut it out completely But us, or come near ts.” 
but this is for (everybody's bene- had an “abscess” or infection in wake, to limit the possible spread dress the problem. you can minimize the havoc if — The village residents said they 
fi)” the abdomen brought about by of SARS among the other rela- He said that as an “extreme” you follow precautions." were hurt at being made to feel 
Mejia said Catalon lived in the presence of pus. tives and friends of the Catalons. measure, the local government He called on overseas Filipino like lepers. 
Zone 1 and her relatives in Zone 3, "That could explain why he ate would ask for additional police- workers returning from SARS- Most of them also resent the 
and thus passed through Zone 2 had fever," Dayrit said. Food and medicine men to “guard” the residents and fected areas to wear masks, avoid presence of DOH personnel who 
When she made family visits upon The 250 others with whom Cat- Pangasinan health officer Mejia prevent them from going in and contacts with family members go around the village to take their 
her arrival April from Canada. alon had contact have not come said Gov Victor Agbayani had is- out ofthe isolated zones. and go into voluntary quarantine temperature “in full costume." 
The decision to isolate the down with SARS symptoms. sued instructions to provide the “But this is just in case some for at least 14 days. "They have masks, hair protec- 
three zones was made, Mejia $ residents of the three zones the residents will insist on [leaving] The public is also advised to tion, and plastic coats on, as ifthe 
said, after four of Catalon’s rela- Ruptured appendix necessary medicinesand vitamins. their houses and the confined observe proper hygiene, like village isa very dangerous place,” 
tives—her father a brother-in- Relatives, however, insisted The provincial health office is zones,” the mayor said. washing the hands thoroughly, said a council member. With a re- 
law who served as her driver, an that Mauricio died of a ruptured providing the households achlo- | covering the mouth and nose port from Tonette Orejas, PDI 
11-year-old boy and a baby—de- appendix. rine solution for disinfecting their Panic and anger when sneezing, and avoiding Central Luzon Desk 


RITM to be reserved for SARS cases 


From page Al Health.” [the SARS crisis committee has] Malaysia, the Philippines, Singa- tion on SARS, and help rebuild break out in the Philippines be- 
The President pledged to keep to come up with ways and means pore, Thailand and Vietnam are shattered business, tourism and cause of its porous borders and 
tients suffering from dog bites asthe public informed about sus- to tighten the entry procedures,” expected to attend the unprece- investor confidence in Southeast the sheer number of residents go- 
well as “dermatology patients.” pected SARS cases and to "thor- he said. dented summit. Asia. ing to and from SARS-affected 
But it is now gearing to isolate oughly investigate” all reported But so far voluntary quaran- “Every leader will come,” Thai po, -qs countries. 
them from SARS patients under or suspected cases. “We shall in- tine is the main mode to prevent Foreign Minister Surakiart Sathi- “Big risk’ She said the screening pro- 
quarantine there. form the public and the world of the spread of SARS here, until the rathai told reporters in Bangkok. But Cebu Rep. Nerissa Soon- cess at the airports was “not per- 
In Malacafiang, President the facts as they emerge," she DOHsaysotherwise,Bunyesaid. The summit was announced Ruiz, chair of the House subcom- fect,” and warned that people 
Macapagal-Arroyo said her ad- said ina statement. The DOH wants incoming trav- last week by Thailand at Singa- mittee on public health warned intimidated with the prospect of 
ministration would raise mea- Her spokesperson Ignacio Bun- elers from SARS-affected coun- pores initiative, and will be the President against attending being quarantined might avoid 
‘sures to contain SARS "to a high- ye told reporters that screening tries to stay at home for at least chaired by Cambodian Prime thesummit. detection, 
er level.” But she did not say how procedures at the ports of entry seven days to see if they develop Minister Hun Sen. "Thats a big risk,” the con- — Transportation Secretary Lean- 
beyond reiterating an appeal to had tobe tightened. the disease’s flu-like symptoms. If China has expressed interestin gresswomam told reporters. "I dro Mendoza ordered anew air- 
travelers from SARS-affected Bunye described the death of they do, they have to report toa participating, Surakiart said. don't think it's so important for port and sea port officials to im- 
Countries to “strictly follow the “probable SARS case" Adela Cat- hospital. “If China attends, the summit her tobe there personally" plement tricter measures against 
rules of quarantine being im- alon asa cause for "concern." “But I guess the SARS commit- would be separated in two  Soon-Ruiz, a physician practic- SARS. 
posed by the Department of “Given this current situation, tee itself is constantly.reviewing parts—the first part with Asean ing family medicine, said the “We appeal to all passengers 
its own procedures,” Bunyesaid. leaders and then Asean plus Chi- President could take part in the to cooperate by filling up the 
“ n 2 na,” he said. summit through teleconferenc- health checklist so that neces- 
D on’t kiss th e bri de IE ‘Transnational effort ‘A government spokesperson ing. sary precautionary measures 
: The President also explained said Sunday that China had not “It's not really necessary for will be undertaken to prevent 
her reason for attending anemer- been invited and would merely her to go because we have the the spread of the deadly dis- 
From page Al The bride, mother and brother gency Asean leaders’ summit on be informed of the meeting's re- wonders of modern technology,” ease,” Mendoza said in a state- 
brought to four the number of SARS, to be held in Bangkok on sults. shesaid. ment, 
wedding guests and the priest. SARS cases in India. Last week, April 29. Five of the 10 Association of  Soon-Ruiz said the President He said he had instructed the 
‘Although she was infected doctors in the western resortstate “The most effective way tode- Southeast Asian Nations have and her party should not take the Philippine Coast Guard led by 
with Severe Acute Respiratory of Goa reported the first SARS feat this menace is through a recorded SARS deaths—Singa- risk of being a victim or a cartier Vice Admiral Reuben Lista to be 
Syndrome (SARS), the bride had case—an engineer who visited transnational effort,” she said. pore, Vietnam, Thailand, whenthe Philippines was still rel- on the lookout for Chinese fisher- 
insisted on getting married in a Hong Kong and Singapore. “We can see now that no nation Malaysia and the Philippines. atively SARS-free. men who might slip into the 
church despite pleas from doc. _ Some doctors have expressed can fence itself in from the China, where the mysterious “You don't know exactly where country "It is possible that SARS- 
tors. fears SARS could reach epidemic threat.” respiratory disease is believed to the virus is,” she said. "It is circu- infected Chinese nationals could 
After the ceremony she was proportions in India—the worlds She said the leaders would have originated, has now report- lating in the air and you could be try to enter the country using 
rushed to the hospital to join her second most populous nation with share best practices, common ed 97 SARS deaths out of 223 getting it by shaking hands {with fishing vessels, so we must also be 
brother and mother who were al- more than a billion people—due policies and procedures to check worldwide infected persons] and beso-beso on guard,” he added. Reports 
ready in an isolation unit. The 25 to its congested cities, over- SARS across borders. Thai Prime Minister Thaksin [touching cheeks)." from Armand N. Nocum, Dona 
guests, including four children, stretched health system and me- All 10 leaders of Brunei, Bur- Shinawatra has said the summit Soon-Ruiz said it was almost Z, Passibugan, Juliet Labog- 
"Were quarantined in separate dia reports of lax airport screen- ma, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, would determine an Asean posi- inevitable that the disease would Javellana, AFP 
apartments. ing. — Reports from Reuters, AP E. 
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Srichaphan now ranked No. 10 


BANGKOK—Thalland on Tuesday halled its national sports hero Paradorn 
Srichaphan as he became the first Asian ever to break into the top 10 of the. 
worid tennis rankings. The charismatic 23-year-old Asian champion con- 
firmed his status as the continent's best-ever player when he was ranked 
30th in the latest ATP rankings, besting the exploits of India’s Vijay Amritraj, 
Who eared a 18th ranking back in 1980. 


ALL FILIPINO CUP 


Phone Pals foil Kings in replay : 


GAMES TODAY (Philsports Arena) 
5:00 p.m—Sta. Luca vs Alaska 
7:30 p.m —San Miguel vs Purefoods 


a month ago in the Samsung-PBA 
All Filipino Cup at the Araneta 
Coliseum. 

“Its the new system of involv- 
ing every player on the floor that 
won the game for us. We looked 
like a team now unlike before 
when we used torely on individu- 
al plays,” said the 6-foot-9 Taula- 
va. 

‘The Kings limited Taulava to 
15 points in an almost no-relief 
game, far below the Fil-Tongan's 
26 points per game average. 

What the Kings failed to see 


was Talk N Text coach Joel Ba- 
nal’s new strategy of moving the 
ball around on the offensive until 
it finally hits the open man. 

“Ts just plain and simple pattem 
of finding the open man. As long as 
the players are open, they have the. 
license to shoot,” said Banal, whose 
Phone Pals climbed to 65 and 
moved to solo second behind fron- 
‘runner Red Bul in Group B. 

In the past, Taulava said the Talk 
N Text system relied too much on 
mismatches and one-on-one plays, a 
design which Banal altered when he 


took over the coaching chores from. 
‘American coach Paul Woolpert two 
weeks ago. 

The Kings, who absorbed their 
eighth defeat in 12 games, also 
failed to check the towering per- 
formance of the 5-foot-8 Jimmy 
Alapag, who accounted for a 
third of the Phone Pals point pro- 
duction as the defense collapsed 
on Taulava most ofthe time. 

“The crowd support that Ginebra 
gets is really tremendous. Knowing 
this, I have to really put more inten- 
sity on my game, said Alapag, 


picked 10th overall by the Phone 
Pals in the rookie draft. 

Alapags paranoia with the 
Ginebra faithful fetched him 
wonders as he topscored with 26 
points for Talk N Text. 

Scores 

TALK N TEXT 90—Alapag 26, Taulava 
15, Carey 12, Blano 8, Talan 7, Ravena 6, 
Locsin 6, Pablo 6, Fran 3, Gonzalez 1 

GINEBRA 87—Caguioa 26, Limpot 17, 
David 15, Menk 13, Adducal 5, Tolomia 5, 
Grisano 4, Dimaunahan 2, Salvacion 0, 
Johnson 0, Lago 0. 

Quarters: 21-22, 45-32, 65-61, 90-87. 


Agojo up 
by 4 shots 


By Jong Arcano 


By June Navarro w 
E 
xe 


STOP Asi Taulava and the 
Talk N Text Phone Pals are 
bound to collapse. 

The Barangay Ginebra Kings 
stuck to this belief and paid dear- 
Jy for it, allowing the Phone Pals 
to escape with a 90-87 victory last 
night during the replay of their 
controversial game done exactly 


Spurs tie series; 
Kings win again 


SAN ANTONIO—San Antonio didn’t stop 
Stephon Marbury, but the Spurs did make 
their free throws down the stretch Monday, 
taking an 84-76 victory over Phoenix to even 
their NBA playoff series at one game each. 

‘Two days after the Spurs missed six of their 
eight free throws in overtime and fell to the 
‘Suns in Game 1, Tim Duncan scored half of 
his 22 points in the fourth quarter. He helped 
San Antonio battle back from a seven-point 
deficit in the period. 

The series switches to Phoenix for games 
on Friday and Sunday (Saturday and Monday, 
respectively in Manila). 

With the Spurs leading 77-76, Manu Gino- 
bili made a 3-pointer from the wing with 1:02 
remaining. 

‘Marbury, the hero of Game 1 with a run- 
ning 3-point bank shot in overtime, missed a 
drive to the basket on the next possession. 

San Antonio then clinched the victory by 
making all four of its foul shots in the final 
minute. 


ON a day when the wrong stroke 
of the pencil got the bid of the 
Class B top seed to a sorry end, 
multi-titled Jayvie Agojo and the 
rest of the big guns bumped into 
some hostile resistance in yester- 
days rain-marred start of the 
Callaway Junior World qualifying 
tournament. 

Agojo, the fairway princess 
blossoming into a talent of ex- 
port quality, survived a gritty 
stand by Matet Salivio with a 
one-overpar 73 at the South- 
woods Legends course which 
pushed her four shots ahead in 
girls Class A of the event serving. 
as the third leg of the Samsung 
Jungolf Tour. 

JR Gonzales and Kristina Poten- 
ciano opened up slim leads in Class E 
while Nonoy Negrido and Aran Olea. 
(boys Class A), Jik Jik Abdon (boys 
Class C), Mia Picio (gris Class C) and 
Linelle de Vila (giis Class B) surged 
ahead in their respective divisions. 

The Class D action at the Riv- 
iera executive course was called 
off due to rains. 

Tonlits Asistio, the Class B favorite, 
will not be among those teeing off in 
the second round of the champi- 
onships today. 

Asistio was the clubhouse leader 
with his 73 only to get disqualified 
later for signing fora par instead of a 
bogey on the 15th hole. Asistios dis- + 
qualification elevated Miko Yee and » 
Mikee Camitocas joint leaders, up by 
five over three others. 


La Salle Lipa 
golfest Friday 


THE MALARAYAT Golf and Coun- 
try Club will host the De La Salle 
Lips 2nd Silver Stallion Golf 
Tournament this Friday. 

Playing members of Batch 1978, 
the schools silver jublaríans, lead 
entries to the invitational event sup- 
ported by Globe Telecom, Cebu Pacif- 
ic Air, the Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
Boysen Paints, Montenegro Shipping 
Lines and Primera Agro Develop- 
ment Corp. 

Part of the proceeds of the 
fund-raising event will go to the 
Bro. Jaime Hilario Learning Com- '* 
munity, the free five-year night 
school of La Salle Lipa for poor 
but deserving students. 

A round-trip ticket to Hong 
Kong via Cebu Pacific awaits the 
overall champion. Shotgun tee-off 
is from 7 a.m. Registration begins 
aróam. — Teddyvic Melendres 


— agg DUNCAN (left) grabsa rebound away from Anfernee Hardaway of the Phoenix Suns. 


NBA All-Star Gary Payton, Sam Cassell and the d Tin 

Milwaukee Bucks try to overcome controversy 

"27-57 Bigger Tour edition eyed next year 

‘Jersey Nets in Game Two of their first-round NBA 

Playoffs series today (Aprl 23), live at 7 a.m. on 

Solar Sports. Replay wil be at 8 p.m. By Roy Luarca 
TOUR Pilipinas hasn'teven be- 
gun, but already its organizers 
are looking forward to a big- 
ger edition next year. 


Bert Lina, Tour Pilipinas chair 
and owner ofthe sponsoring Air- 
freight 2100, bared his plan toin- 
dude Visayas and Mindanao in 
the bikefest itinerary when he 
guested in yesterdays PSA Fo- 


Villamayor tames rival, keeps chess lead 


GRANDMASTER Bong Villamay- DILG Multi-Purpose Hall, A. 
or got back on the winning track Francisco Gold Condominium I, 
yesterday, hurdling NM Roland Edsa, Quezon City. 

Joseph Martinez and keeping the Villamayor, the only unbeaten 
lead after 15 rounds of the Shell player in the 12-man field, raised 
National Open Rapid Chess histotal to 10.5 points, one upon 
‘Toumament Grand Finals at the GM Eugene Torre who has 9.5. 


rum at the Manila Pavilion Hotel. 
After a four-year hiatus, 
‘Tour Pilipinas is getting back 
on the road again this Satur- 
day in Legaspi City with Lina 
promising a thrilling 15-lap, 
18-day cycling spectacle. 
“We're happy that we're 
able to bring the Tour back. 
Expect an exciting summer for 
our cyclists,” said Lina, who 
was accompanied by race 


manager Paquito Rivas. 

The revival of the Tour, consid- 
ered as the countrys biggest 
sports event every summer until 
it encountered sponsorship prob- 
lemsin 1998, caught the interests 
of many including Philippine 
Spons Comr-^sion chair Eric 
Buhain. Buhain, who also guest- 
ed in the“ ame Forum, called Lina 
“a sports hero of the new genera- 
tion.” 


Lina got an additional surprise 
when the sportswriters who at- 
tended the session sponsored by 
Agfa Colors, Red Bull and Pagcor 
presented him a cake as a gift a 
day before he turns 55. 

Lina said hell be joining the 
‘Tour staged at the cost of around 
P32 to P40 million, majority of 
the way, with the caravan set to 
leave for the Bicol region tomor- 
rowatdawn, 


In Indianapolis, Reggie Miller came off the 
bench in the final minutes to drill a 3-pointer 
as Indiana beat Boston 89-77 and even the 
Eastern Conference playoff series 1-1. 

In Sacramento, California, Peja Stojakovic 
scored 29 points, and Vlade Divac had 15 
points and seven rebounds as Sacramento 
beat Utah 108-95 to take a 2-0 lead in their 
first-round series. 

Playing the aggressive, high-scoring style 
that put them among the NBAS elite, the 
Kings took a 25-point lead early in the fourth 
period-and they did it mostly without lead- 
ing scorer and rebounder Chris Webber, who 
went to the locker room early in the second 
quarter with a strained lower back. AP 


John-O shines 


LONG-RANGE shooting lifted John-O to an 
83-74 victory over LBC-Batangas yesterday in 
the Sunkist-PBL 2003 Unity Cup at the Pasig 
Sports Center. 

Mark Macapagal drilled in two triples and 
Celino Cruz one as John-O repulsed LBC- 
Batangas’ fiery rally with a 13-2 blast late in 
the third quarter. 

Macapagal wound up with 20 points, high- 
lighted by four triples, and eight rebounds to 
power John-O to its fifth win against two loss- 
es and the top spot in the NCR Division. 

Ricky Calimag added 15 points while Cruz 
added 14 for John-0, 

LBC Batangas, despite drawing a game- 
high 22 points from Alex Compton, fell to 3-5 
in the Luzon Division. 

-Hapee Toothpaste subdued ICTSI, 80-71, 
in the second game to keep the solo lead with 
6-1 slate. ICTS! dropped to 3-4. Roy Luarca 


Continuing his recovery 
Torre downed IM Bario 
Nadera, moving ahead of GM 
Joey Antonio, who was at 9 
points following a draw with 
NM Ronald Dableo. 

With six wins and nine 


PBA-should revert to 


not count in the quarters. This 
is unfair to the frontrunners. CLEAN 
Why? Because these top 

teams could fall fat on their LIVING 19 L 
faces by losing in the next i 
Se Gage ADAPT. Ed 
teams. Inigo 
And I agree with the 
diehards, including straight- 
forward Yeng Guiao, coach of 
pacesetting Batang Red Bull 
(10-1), who said that the for- 
mat of the All Filipino Cup 


draws, Villamayor said he 
needs to win at least 50 per- 
cent ofthe last seven games to. 
make the national team to the 
Vietnam Southeast Asian 
Games rapid chess category. 

Roy Luarca 


old format 


the Photokina franchise of 
much admired George Chua 
to back-to-back PBA Commis- 
sioner's Cup championships in 
2001-2002. The present for- 
mat, he added, is favorable to 
weak teams and doesn’t re- 
ward the teams that perform 
well 

With their league-best 
10-1 slate, Batang Red Bull 
is already assured of a slot 
in the quarterfinals. “We 


1 HESITATE to point out the 
obvious, but the Philippine 
Basketball Association has 
suddenly become a league 
where winning is practically 
meaningless. 

For instance. In the ongoing 
PBA All Filipino Cup, all the 
teams that will make it into 
the quarterfinal round will be 
starting from scratch, mean- 
ing that thelr win-loss record 
in this elimination series will 


may lose one or two games 
along the way, but so far, 
we're playing the best bas- 
ketball among the other 
teams,” Guiao said. Still, he 
isn’t taking the others light- 
ly, “Even if the pressure of 
making it into the next 
round is gone, we're now 
trying other means to fur- 
ther strengthen the team. 
Its back to work after the 
long holidays." 


does not reward teams that 
play well. 

"There is no incentive for 
the top teams," said the 42- 
year-old Guiao, who piloted 
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Kenyan, Russian top Boston run 
BOSTON—Robert Cheruiyot won the Boston Marathon on Monday to give 
Kenya its 12th victory in 13 years. Russia's Svetlana Zakharova won the 
‘women's race to prevent a second consecutive Kenyan sweep. Cheruiyot is 
the eighth Kenyan to win the race since his country began its domination in 
1991. It was just his second career marathon. having won his debut in Milan 
in December. Cherulyot (pronounced Cheh-REE'-yot) finished in 2 hours, 10 
minutes, 11 seconds, to win by 23 seconds and earn $80,000, an olive 
wreath and a bowl of beef stew. Defending champion Rodgers Rop was se 
nth. Zakharova finished in 2:25:20. Her biggest challenge was staying on 
the course when the television truck turned away before the Back Bay finish 
line. She is the first Russian to win since 1993. AP 


Duckpin tourneys under way 

THE 28th Grand National Championships and the 8th National Youth duck- 
pin bowling tournament fires off today untll may 4 at the Marketplace Center 
along Kalentong St., Mandaluyong City. Gift certificates and trophies worth 
around P400,000 will be disputed in the following events - men's and ladies" 
team, A/B singles, Class C singles, Masters, Youth (10 to 16 years old) and 
seniors (60 and above women and 65 and above for men). The opening cer- 
emony will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 26 with Customs Com- 
missioner Antonio Bernardo, POC president Celso L. Dayrit and PSC chair 
Eric Buhain as guests of honor. Highlighting the opening rites is the selec- 
tion of Miss PHIDBC (Philippine Duckpin Bowling Council) 2003. According 
to PHIDBC president Inez G. Magbual, special awards will be given in addi- 
tion to the regular prizes for every event. 


RP netter off to US for training 


PHILIPPINE lawn tennis standout Arithmetico G. Lim 
left recently for the United States to join several tour- 
‘naments and undergo training for three months. The 
14-year-old Lim was accompanied by his brother and 
coach Numero. Arithmetico Lim is a second year high 
school and a consistent honor student of Chiang Kai 
Shek College. He is member of national developmental 
pool and a protege of Manila City Vice Mayor Danilo B. 


uM Lacuna. 


Hoilo booters rule Visayas leg 

ILOILO' Central Philippines University retained the championship in 
the Visayas leg of the Gentxt-National Beach Football Series 2003 in Bo- 
racay recently by nipping Hey Jude, 1-0. Captain Wesley Hortelano 
‘scored the winning goal in the sudden death playoff. Also sponsored by 
Gatorade, Centrum, Viva Mineral Water and Computer Mind, the 
Visayas regional qualifying meet attracted a total of five teams. Aside 
from CPU, another Iloilo team, Gedd's Boys, also competed together 
with Athleta-Bacolod and local teams Summer Place and Hey Jude, the 
host resort in Boracay. CPU topped the elimination round with a 3-1 
win-loss record to clinch a finals berth. The win sent CPU to the finals in 
Boracay next month. 


Youth triathlon fires off Sunday 

YOUNG triathletes take the limelight when the Fit & Tri Youth Triathlon, a de- 
velopmental program aimed solely at expanding the base of participants for 
the three-disciplined sport of triathlon, kicks off its inaugural leg for the year 
2003 on Sunday (May 4) at the Las Villas De Manila in Bifian, Laguna. Now 
on its third year, the four-leg youth triathlon series has in the last two years 
discovered naw talents who have been included into the developmental pool 
of triathletes by the Triathlon Association of the Philippines (TRAP), accord- 
ing to Lito Fugoso, the event's project director. Deadline of registration is on 
April 30. For more details, call 896-4544 and 895-6548. 


Arevalo, Libao gain quarterfinals 

TOP seed Patrick Arevalo ripped Jacob Lagman, 6- -4 and No. 2 Akio Sy 

blanked Martin Libao, 6-0, 6-0, yesterday to enter the boys" 12-under quar- 
terfinals of the Luis Hilado Memorial Cup at the Rizal Memorial Tennis Cen- 

ter. Arevalo will face No. 8 Kim Ivor Saraza, who survived Jospeh Suyosa, 6- 
3, 2-6, 6-3, while Sy will meet Paul Nicole Magaway, a 6-2, 6-0 winner over 

Larry Carino. Other winners were No. 4 Tomic Apacible over Noe! Agra, 6-0, 
6-1, No. 5 Raymarc Santiago over Alberto Viliamor, 6-3, 7-5, and No. 6 Jigo 
Pena over Jomar Narvaez, 6-2, 7-5. 


Big guns 
join PSA 
derby 


PATRICK "Idol" Anto- 
nio's Sagupaan Dream 
"Team joined the list of 
topnotch — breeders 
who will take part in 
the “PSA Challenge 
50-Cock Main Derby” 
(Sagupaan Dream 
Team versus UCAP 
champions) on May 
12 at the Mandaluy- 
ong Coliseum. 

San Pablo City 
sportsmen Pol Estrel- 


Sale starts at 8:30 am SI 
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“TOOL FOR PEACE 
- All set for Lanao Palaro 


By Mare Anthony Reyes 
THIS year’s Palarong 


Pam- 


bansa will be more than just 
a sports meet but will also 
be a tool for peace and har- 
mony among the people of 


Mindanao. 


This was the overriding motive 


of Lanao del Norte Gov. Ir 
Quibranza-Dimaporo in he 
the Palaro on May 4-11 


imelda 
osting 
at the 


Mindanao Civic Center in Tubod. 

“Our theme is: Bridging the gap 
across the nation through sports,” 
said Dimaporo during the PSA Fo- 


rum at the Holiday Inn. “What the 
people don't know is that most of 


Mindanao is peaceful.” 
“The news that we are 


hosting the Palaro has provided ex- 
citement all over Mindanao. We 
want to show that there can be 
peaceful co-existence between 
Muslims and Christians" 
Dimaporo, a devout Christian who 
is married for 25 years to Rep. Ab- 
dullah Dimaporo, a Muslim sultan. 

The Dimaporos attended the 


Forum along with Phil 


Sports Commission chair Eric 


Buhain, who lauded the pr 
tions being taken by the 


del Norte provincial government. 


25K run 
listing on 


REGISTRATION for 
the 25K New Balance 
Power Race starts 
April 25. 

This was an- 
nounced by event di- 
rector Nino Sinco of 
the organizing Alter- 
native Events Group 
which has joined 
hands with Planet 
Sports, distributor of 
New Balance prod- 
ucts in the country, 
for the second 
straight year in sup- 
porting the race. 

Other co-sponsors 
are Powerade, the of- 
ficial energy drink, 
Power Bar, Cebuana 
Lhuillier Pawnshop, 
Davids Salon, Pru 
Life UK, Fitness First 
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lado and Blandy To- | INSPECTION DATES: MENY TO GD 
lentino and the tan- 
dem of Vice-Gov. 
Mario Espinosa and 
tabloid execu- 
tive/columnist Rey 
Briones beefed up 
the Sagupaan Dream 
‘Team which looms as 
the top favorite in the 
event. 

The Islander RB en- 
try of Espinosa and 
Briones currently leads 
the pack in Pasay Cock- 
pit Cockers Association 
(POCA) derby series 
with their fiery Alaba- 
ma Kelsos as magic 
"Weapons. 
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launching of the 2003 Palarong Pambansa at the PSA Sports 
Forum. 


Buhain said the PSC has al- 
ready approved all the technical 
preparations for the Palaro even 
as he declared that the PSC ex- 
pects to get a P30-million budget 
from President Arroyo's Presiden- 
tial Social Fund. 

The President's assistance was 
in addition to the P10 million al- 
ready approved by the congress. 

‘Though several regions decid- 
ed not to send delegations due to 
lack of preparation and security 


finally 


said participation. 
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Compiled by Lorenzo Manguiat 


berwolves, Game 2, ESPN 
930 am. (r - 930 SOCCER UEA Champions 
pam), Star Sports League Barcelona vs di- 
NBAAnthology-1988:ALook — vns FG, ipm (r - 
Back 730 pm., ESPN 530 pm), Valencia CF 
GOLF: Best of the PGA Tour- vs Inter Mian, 3pm. (f), 
Manchester Unted vs 
Real Madi, tomorow 
21230am, ESPN 


SportsTV 


Basketball Challenge, 
Bam. (r), ESPR 

E 
Neis, Game 2, 7:00 
am. (r-8 pm), Solar 
Sports, Lakers vs Tim- 


GOV. Imelda Dimaporo (right) points out something while her 
husband, Rep. Abdullah Dimaporo, listens during yesterday's 
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concerns, the PSC chief still noted 
the big turnout of the Games. Al- 
ready there are more than 5,000 
delegates who confirmed their 


National Capital Region and 
Central Visayas begged off al- 
though Buhain said several cities 
in the region will still send entries 
like Manila and Quezon City. 

"We cant question the con- 
cems of the parents,” 
Buhain. “But the effect of their 


decision will all be against them 
because they denied themselves 
ofa chance to compete." 

The province's military and po- 
lice chiefs Col. Ernesto Boac and 
Sr. Supt. Laut Sarip, respectively, 
assured the safety of the partici- 
pants as well as the crowd. They 
added that safety measures 
Which were planned months 
ahead, are all in place with the 
full force of the police and mili- 
tary, including the Air Force and 
Coast Guard. 

“There is hardly any report of vi- 
olence in the province for the past 
‘months and its unlikely the MILF 
(Moro Islamic Liberation Front) 
would do something to derail the 
Games because they won't get any- 
thing from it but bad public per- 
ception, said Boac. 

“They (MILF) all know that we 
are exhausting all means to have a 
peaceful resolution and launching 
an attack would be a direct affront 
tothe people,” added Sarip. 

Still, they vowed not to take 
chances, saying adequate mea- 
sures are taken like posting task 
groups to secure the MCC premis- 
es, billeting areas and the routes 
inbetween them. With reports 
from Alaine Lou Antonio 
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MMDA acts to kee 


DOING HIS SHARE 

The task may difficult, but this boy shows what everyone can do 
to make the environment clean and livable. The clean-up job on 
an estero along Quirino Avenue in Manila was part of the 
observance yesterday of Earth Day. EAXAAATAS 
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Editor Abelardo S. Ulanday 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


STUNG by the dust and grime in the 
metropolis, the Metro Manila Devel- 
opment Authority will resort to the 
basic ingredient to keep the region 
clean—water. 

A truck spraying high-pressure jets of water 
will do the rounds of the metropolis in the 
early morning hours, blasting overpasses and 
flyovers with water to keep them spanking 
clean. 

‘Traffic Operations Center Director Angelito 
Vergel de Dios said the MMDA had recently 
acquired a truck washer, which has power 
nozzles on all sides that can spray high-pres- 
sure jets of water. 

‘The truck works like the water hoses used 
by firemen to put out fires and by police to 
drive away protesters. 

Vergel de Dios said the powerful blasts of 
water are expected to wash out the grime in 
the overpasses and underbellies of flyovers, 
remnants of posters on the walls and the dust, 
dirt and litter that accumulate on the side- 
walks. 

MMDA General Robert Nacianceno ex- 
plained that using the truck washer would be 
more efficient in keeping the metropolis clean. 
than manual labor which would take too much 
time considering how fast the city gets dirty. 

“Metro Manila is a dusty city,” Nacianceno 
said. 

He added that the MMDA is already look- 


Wuar's 


INSIDE gtje 


p Metro clean 


ing for a cheap source of water that can be 
"used for the truck cleaner. 

Aside from keeping Metro Manila clean, 
the truck washer is expected to help stave off 
pollution caused by the dust, said Nacian- 
ceno. 

When all the dirt has been washed down, 
street sweeper machines with vacuum hoses 
would take over and remove all of the residue 
that have accumulated on the ground. 

The MMDA will initially test the effectivity 
Of the new truck cleaner along Edsa before 
deploying it throughout the metropolis. 

The truck will also see action during lean 
traffic hours to avoid causing traffic build-up. 

Nacianceno said the newly acquired truck 
cleaner and four street sweeper machines are 
expected to complement the work of the 
clean-up teams of the MMDA. 

Meanwhile, Muntinlupa City Mayor Jaime 
Fresnedi leads today the highlight of the 
month-long Earth Day event which is the 
clean-up of the city's 
eight rivers and tribu- 
taries. 

Lake Management 
Office head Rodolfo 
Oliguino said Natural 
Resources Secretary 
Elisea Gozun will join 
Fresnedi in the plant- 
ing of about 70 pieces 
of bamboo trees 
along the Alabang 
river. 
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Privatization of Bilibid 
compound opposed 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


‘THE PRIVATIZATION of the New 
Bilibid Prisons compound will not 
only displace about 3,000 people 
but also uproot hundreds of trees 
and destroy several historical 
sites in Muntinlupa, according to 
the residents. 

"We have everything to lose if 
the President will not listen to 
us,” Lydia Basanta, president of 
the NBP Teachers’ Organization, 
said in an interview, 

The sprawling property is a 
"wealth of history" housing the 
Bagong Anyo Park, the Director's 
quarters, a sunken garden (for- 


merly a golf course), a grotto, a 
pond, and a number of historical 
sites including an anti-aircraft 
cannon used by the Japanese in 
‘World War II, Basanta said. 

She said residents have been 
preserving these sites, including 
hundreds of trees, since the com- 
pound was established in 1935. 

But with the government's recent 
announcement that it would priva- 
tize the property to generate more 
income, residents are now caught in 
a struggle not only to preserve the 
area's heritage but also their homes. 

Basanta fears that she and her 
neighbors would be driven away 
once the area is sold to the private 


sector 

She admitted that they have 
only rights, not titles, to the land 
in which their houses had been 
built. The land was awarded to 
them by their former employers 
in government. 

Most of the residents have 
been living at the compound for 
more than 50 years and had 
worked at the penitentiary and 
other government offices. 

Some teach at the Muntinlupa 
Polytechnic College, Muntinlupa 
National High School, and Itaas 
Elementary School which might 
also be displaced by the privatiza- 
tion, Basanta said. 
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SPLASH 
Children enjoy a splash in a rubber pool and beat the heat of summer at the UP campus in Diliman, 
Quezon City. JONN BONDOC!, 


Oil depot controversy rages, permit ends April 30 Kidnappers release 


By Jerome Anining, Christian V. 
Esguerra and Anne Luisa E. 
Villarico 


PACIFICO EUGENIO has been a 
resident of Barangay 834 in Pan- 
dacan, Manila for almost 78 years 
now, and is on his third term as 
Barangay Kagawad. 

For 36 years, Eugenio was also 
an employee of one of the oil 
companies in the Pandacan oil 
depot. Bighteen years after his re 
tirement from the oil firm, Euge- 
nio has remained loyal to the 
company, which he said had 
helped him send his six children 
toschool. 

Eugenio is one of the many res- 
dents of Pandacan who are 
posing the closure of the oil facili- 


y 
“The oil depot has to stay,” he 
said. "It has brought many oppor- 
tunities to the residents here.” 
Dismissing criticism that the 
. oild facility poses a danger to the 
1 residents, Eugenio said: "I would 
not have reached the age of 70 if 
the depot has posed a threat to 
my health.” 
But about 150 militants and 
Pandacan residents yesterday de- 


manded that the City Council 
preserve Manila Ordinance No. 
8027, which calls for the closure 
of the oil facility after the part of 
Pandacan where the depot is lo- 
cated has been rezoned from an 
industrial to a commercial/resi- 
dential area. 

The United Front to Oust the 
Oild Depot warned that “killing” the 
‘ordinance "would be tantamount to 
killing Pandacan residens who 
continue to live near the facility 
which the councilors themselves 
have regarded as a fire hazard and 
potential terrorist target.” 

But Caltex executive Marian 
Catedral said in yesterday's Bu- 
Jong Pulungan forum at the West- 
in Philippine Plaza that the City 
Council would have to shoulder 
the blame for massive fuel short- 
age, higher fuel cost and the 
breakdown of services of airports 
and seaports if the depot is forced 
to shutdown. 

"If the permit is not renewed, 
we will be forced to shut down,” 
she said. "We cannot operate ille- 
gally: 

Last January, the city council 
granted a three-month permit for 
the Pandacan oil depot to operate 


despite the ordinance. 

Catedral said that if the permit 
is not renewed, the public should 
be ready for long queues at gas 
stations and the “slowdown in 
economic activity” She also 
warned that the situation would 
be worse than the 1973 oil crisis. 

In a report, Caltex, Petron, and 
Shell claimed that the fuel supply 
in Metro Manila would be cut by 
about 50 percent if the depot 
were closed because the compa- 
nies pipeline would no longer be 
available. 

Petroleum products would 
then have to be transported daily 
by thousands of tank trucks from 
their refinery facilities in Batan- 
gas and Bataan, Catedral said. 

More than half of the 459 sec- 
vice stations in Metro Manila 
would also be forced to shut 
down, jeopardizing the opera- 
tions of the Ninoy Aquino Inter- 
national Airport and the Manila 
Port, according to the report. 

Blandino Bujatin, Chair of Baran- 
gay 834 said that the people oppos- 
ing the continued stay of the depot 
are not residents of Pandacan. 

“If there were any problems 
posed by the depot, we (barangay 


officials) should be the first one 
to complain about it,” he said. 

Ber Austria, also a barangay 
kagawad said the local oil compa- 
nies even help the community in 
its infrastructure projects. 


ma, 2-year-old son : 


By Philip C. Tubeza through her cell phone, had re- 


ported the abduction to police. 


“The oil companies are not just 
concerned with their business in- 
terests, they have also provided 
scholarships, supported various 
social projects for the people," 
Austria said." 

But environmentalist Tina Tes- 
ta said the real enemy is not City 
Hall but the "Big Three”-refer- 
ring to the oil companies-that, 
she said “are trying hard to buy 
and manipulate” the people in- 
volved in the controversy. 

Testa urged city officials to listen 
and uphold the security concerns of 
Pandacan residents, saying, “Since 
the mayor is much involved in mak- 
ing Manila live again, the Council 
should not kil the city by scrapping 
the ordinance.” 

Yesterdays Council session ad- 
joumed early due to lack of a quo- 
Tum, but the protesters’ noise noise 
barrage partly disrupted Mayor Lito 
Atienza's welcome rites for the visit- 
ing Russian ambassador at City 
Halls inner courtyard. 


‘A MOTHER and her two-year-old 
son who were supposedly kid- 
mapped along with the woman's fe- 
male Korean cousin inside a Makati 
mall last April 12 were released un- 
harmed by their captors last Sun- 
day, according to Manila police. 

The victims, natives of Pangasi- 
nan, were released at the Pedro 
GIL LRT station in Ermita, Manila, 
but the Korean is still with the kid- 
rappers, said a police investigator. 

He said that the 24-year-old 
mother and her son were un- 
harmed and were fed adequately 
during their captivity, but their 
abductors had taken the woman's 
money worth P6,000. 

The woman told police that 
they were kidnapped because her 
cousin had just received a very 
large inheritance. 

She said the kidnappers had 
threatened to kill her if she re- 
ported to police the kidnapping. 

But the woman's brother who 
was in contact with his sister 


Police said they were informed” 
that the victims would be re- 
leased at the LRT station at about". 
5 p.m. last Sunday, but it turned 
out that the kidnappers had left” 
them there as early as 1 p.m. 

The woman told police that, 
she could not remember the” 
name of the mall where the kid- 
napping occurred since she had" 
just arrived in Manila. She said" 
she had come to Manila to ask her 
cousin for some money after the 
Korean received her inheritance. 

About 10 armed men abducted 
them while they were inside the: 
mall and then taken to a safe house” 
in Parafiague, the woman said. She" 
said she heard their kidnappers say- 
ing that they were in Parafiaque. 

The woman said that after severi 
days in captivity, the kidnappers had - 
told her that she and her son would 
be released, but they did not say any:* 
thing about her cousin. She then sent” 
a text message to her brother, who in * 
tum informed the police. 


| Joey Marquez asks court to junk case 
| barring him from movies, TV shows 
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SROLEVEL MARKETPLACE AL. 
Kuasa me SSE 


By Jerome Aning 


PARANAQUE Mayor Joey Marquez has asked 
a Manila judge to dismiss a lawsuit seeking to 
bar artists elected to public office from ap- 
pearing in movies and television shows. 

“The Social Justice Society, a small political 
party composed mostly of lawyers, has filed 
the case against Marquez and other show biz 

ies who have been elected as public 


Marquez said his "very splendid career" as 
mayor is due to his performance as a local ex- 
ecutive and not to his popularity as an actor. 

He said his performance “must have been 
outstanding and certainly one that is highly 
commendable,” because he was voted mayor 
three consecutive times. 

To say that he was elected because he is 
popular “would be considered an insult or at- 
tack on the wisdom and integrity of (my) con- 
stituents,” Marquez added 

He said many artists also ran for elective 
posts but lost. 

He said that the SJS case poses a challenge 


to his right to freedom of expression. Such 
freedom includes freedom to film, produce” 
and exhibit motion pictures in theaters and: 
television, he explained. 

To prohibit someone from exercising his 
profession as an actor merely because he is al- 
so an elected official would constitute prior! 
and direct restraint upon his exercise of the’ 
freedom of speech and expression, Marquez 
argued. 

“For one who is qualified, the pursuit of a'" 
business, occupation or profession (such a 
being) an actor, is a right, and nor a matter of" 
the state's grace or favor, or privilege subject 
to withdrawal or denial at the whim of the 
state," he said, 

‘Such a right "may not be taken away or im-, 
paired unless there is a paramount and com-:’ 
pelling public interest.” 

Aside from Marquez, other respondents in.: 
the case are Mayor Vilma Santos of Lipa City. 
and Pampanga Gov. Lito Lapid. 

Both have also asked for the dismissal of the ' 
case, which is being heard by Manila Regional. 
‘Trial Court Branch 14 Judge Cesar Solis. 


Supreme Court Doctrines || 


REMEDIAL LAW (CRIMINAL PROCEDURE)—Stipulation of 
facts—The acceptability of stipulating facts has long been estab- 
lished in our jurisprudence. In a case involving illegal possession of 
firearms, the prosecution and the defense stipulated the fact that 
the accused had been found in possession of a gun without the re- 
quired permit or license. In People v. Bocar, the Court considered as 
valid the admission by the accused of the existence of certain affi 

davits and exhibits, which the prosecution had presented to dis- 
pense with oral testimonies on the matter contained therein. In 
People v. Hernandez, which involved illegal recruitment, the Court 
upheld the joint stipulation that the accused had not been licensed 
or authorized by the Philippine Overseas Employment Agency to 


lawful in stipulating facts in criminal cases. The policy encourag- 
ing it is consistent with the doctrine of waiver, which recognizes 
that “x x x everyone has a right to waive and agree to waive the ad- 
vantage of a law or rule made solely for the benefit and protection 
of the individual in his private capacity if it can be dispensed with 
and relinquished without infringing on any public right and with- 
‘out detriment to the community at large.” In the present case, the 
Joint Stipulation made by the prosecution and petitioners was a 
‘waiver of the right to present evidence on the facts and the docu- 
ments freely admitted by them. There could have been no impair- 
ment of petitioners’ right to be presumed innocent, right to due 
process or right against self-incrimination because the waiver was 
voluntary, made with the assistance of counsel and is sanctioned by 
the Rules on Criminal Procedure. [Citations omitted.] {Justice Pan- 
ganiban, Third Division, Bayas v. Sandiganbayan (First Division), 
G.R. Nos. 143689-91. Nov. 12, 2002] 

Dicest sv R. B. Vera 


recruit workers for overseas jobs. There is nothing irregular or un- ` 
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On Earth 


By Jerome Aning 


(ONE SIDE aims to conserve the 
Arroceros Park in Manila, the oth- 
er hopes to improve 

Although park conservationist 
Winner Foundation Inc. and the 
Manila City Hall do not see eye to 
eye, both claim they have the best 
interests of the park at heart. 

Winner President Regina Ro- 
ces-Paterno said they hope that 
the park will serve its educational 
purpose by being an outdoor 
classroom-laboratory, where stu- 
dents may visit and study the 
trees and other plants. 

On the other hand, Manila 
Mayor Lito Atienza has said that 
he is “bent on converting the park 
into a botanical garden for the 
people, come what may.” 

The issue has led to a bitter 
squabble that has now reached 
the sala of Manila judge Marivic 
Balisi-Umali. 

Today, an uneasy truce exists 
between the two camps. 

A source at the Manila City 
Hall said Vice Mayor Danilo Lacu- 
na was able to convince Winner 
members and city hall officials to 
"cool it off” and work on the de- 
velopment of the park under 
“mutually agreeable terms” while 
waiting for the judge to resolve 
the case in court. 

Meanwhile, the Winner group 
yesterday said that they hope to cel- 
ebrate Earth Day at the park, which 
is located just off Quezon Bridge by 
the Pasig River, on April 26. 


Banyans 

In the park, about 150 large 
trees, among them century-old 
Indian rubber and banyan 


NOT TO worry, assures the Philippine 
Racing Commission. It was pure coinci- 
dence, it says, that their report on 
record earnings came on the heels of 
multiple race horse deaths following 
the April Fool's opening of the San 
Lorenzo Leisure Park in Carmona, 
Cavite. There's no epidemic of greed 
and irresponsibility in the local horse 
racing industry, swears the Philracom 
Chair whose letter we print here: 

Dear Mr Trinidad: 

We are greatly concerned that your 
recent column referred to the Philra- 
com as being involved in a deliberate 
cover-up of the real issues by simulta- 
neously coming out with a recent report 
about the positive developments in the 
local horse racing industry. 

‘The Philracom is not in any way in- 
volved in any damage control or cover- 
up as was alleged. The Philracom state- 
ment only emphasized that the Philra- 
‘com was on top of the situation and that 
efforts have already been exerted to 
preserve the integrity of the sport and 
strictly regulate the conduct of its direct 
players, including the two race clubs. 

‘The Philracom has been taking an ac- 
tive part in supervising the many 
changes that have taken place in the in- 
dustry over the past few months, no- 
tably the transfer of Manila Jockey 


METROBRIEFS 


Snatchers nabbed 
JOSEPH Gaspar, 29, and Dennis No- 
‘masanta, 22, have been arrested for al- 
legediy stealing the necklace ot Maria. 
Venia in Makati City Monday moming. 
Venia told police that while she was 
waiting for a passenger bus on Edsa in 
Guadalupe, the suspects came up 
from behind her. grabbed her neckace 
and fled toward the Laperal com- 
pound. Barangay watchmen noticed 
‘the commotion and ran after the sus- 
pects. The watchmen recovered the 
necklace and turned over the suspects 
tothe Makati Police. Maria Kristina 
Villanueva 


Shooter beaten up 
EDGARDO Bataan was besten up by 
angry bystanders after he allegedly 
shot Jacobo Magdaloyo in Quezon City 
‘Sunday night, Bataan, 32, of Barangay 
Commonwealth, Quezon City, is now 
being treated at the East Avenue Medi- 
cal Center. POT Joseph Medina of the 
Central Police District said the suspect. 
was high on drugs when he started 
playing with a -38-caliber revolver out 
in the street near his house at around 
12:30 p.m. Mapdalayo, 73, happened 
to pass by, and the suspect shot him in 
the foot. When the victim cried for help 
from bystanders, the latter chased the 
suspect and mauled him until baran- 
‘gay watchmen arrived and took the. 
suspectincustoty. Akula Papa 


Body fished out 
ANOTHER dead man was fished out of 
Manila Bay on Sunday night. But unlike. 
rie eei. 
tos boned were read: 
ea ana 
Aa ah 
ET an Ya mn 


(balete) trees, soar side by side 
with more than 3,500 other trees, 
some full-grown, others mere 
saplings. 

Hardwood and fruit trees have 
formed a natural canopy that pro- 
vides a cool shade to visitors. 
Dead leaves and branches fall 
freely and pile up on the ground, 
turning into a natural forest floor 
that is strengthened by grass, 
ferns, shrubs, brushes and other 
smaller plants which prevent the 
land from being eroded by floods 


and the Pasig River's waters. 

The park is maintained and 
guarded 24-hours a day by its res- 
ident caretaker, Dencio, who lives 
with his family in a small hut on 
the northeast comer of the place. 

Dencio waters the seedlings, 
tends the compost pit, wards off 
vandals and vagrants, and wel- 
comes visitors, acting as a tour 
guide when he is not too busy. 

Paterno said Winner hopes to 
raise enough money in the next 
few years to put up a plant and 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


METRO 
Day, a park's fate hangs in the balance 


No epidemic, says Philracom 


Club's racing operation from Manila to 
Carmona. 

We believe that such a significant de- 
velopment should require our strict at- 
tention considering that it would havea 
‘tremendous impact on the lives of thou- 
sands of direct industry players, whose 
livelihood depend on the sport, as well 
as the government, which derives a 
substantial amount of revenue income 
from the industry's operation. 

The Philracom has outlined a 14- 
point checklist of essential require- 
ments to be set up at the new racing 
complex which would serve as a pre- 
condition to the grant of a temporary 
permit allowing MJCI to commence 
horse racing activities at the SLLP In 
turn, the Philracom has conducted a se- 
ries of exhaustive and meticulous on- 
site inspections on the new complex to 
ensure that the said essential require- 
ments have already been put in place at 
the SLLP 

Following the conduct of the said in- 
spections, the latest being held last 
March 28, the 7-man Philracom Board 
was finally convinced of MJCI's compli- 
ance and thereafter unanimously de- 
cided to finally grant MJCI the tempo- 
rary permit to conduct horse racing ac- 
tivities at the SLLP starting April 1, 
2003. Since then, MJCI has been able to 


described as 30 to 35 years old, slim, 
and clad only in black denim shorts, 
said Detective Virgo Villareal. Police 
said the victim was drunk when he ran 
amuck at the skating rink beside the 
Quirino Grandstand early that evening. 
The man allegedly ran away and 
jumped into the bay when two by- 
standers tried to pacify him. Villareal 
said Philippine Coast Guard officers 
saw the body floating off the PCG 
headquarters at Manila South Harbor 
at around 10:30 p.m. 


Tourist rebbed 


JAPANESE tourist Ichikawa Hiroshi on 
Monday told police that he was robbed 
atthe Plaza Raja Sulayman in Malate, 
Manila on Easter Sunday. But the po- 
lice are doubting Hiroshi's complaint [ 
saying that there were too many law- 

‘men in the area for the robbery to have 
happened. They said the victim might 
only be after the insurance money 
which he would come to collect in 
Japan. Hiroshi, 45, currently staying at 
the Dakota Mansion, told police that he 
was walking near the Aristocrat restau- 
rantat around 930 p.m. when a man 
snatched his Louis Vuitton bag con- 
taining his valuables worth P125,000, 
said PO3 Delfin Siva. Hiroshi said the 
suspect was around 33 years old and 
stood at about Sfoot-4. Philp Tubeza 


Surgeons meet 

THE midyear convention of the Philip- 
pine College of Surgeons this year will 
be held in San Fernando, La Union, on 
May 9 and 10. Dr. Fernando Lopez, 
PCS president, said the convention will 
focus on continuing surgical education 
tor busy Fellows in the provinces. Se- 
‘lor Fellows wil be ved as speakers, 
panelists or reactors to discuss ali new 
thoughts about surgical sues 


Philip Tubeza 


mes 


By Alcuin Papa 


THEY were really criminals. 

This was how Deputy Di- 
rector General Reynaldo Ve- 
Tasco described the five men 
‘who were killed in Sunday's 
shootout with the Quezon 
City police. 

A professor of the University 
of the Philippines yesterday al- 
so identified the slain suspects 
as the same men who burglar- 
ized his home last month. 

Erwin Alampay, 32, a profes- 


successfully conduct 10 other race 
meetings at the SLLP 

Although we admit that certain prob- 
Jems have indeed cropped up as a result of 
MICIS transfer of racing operation to Car- 
mona, we maintain that all of these are 
still manageable and could only be expect- 
edas part of any pioneering venture. 

We note with grave concern, however, 
the deliberate attempt of certain quar- 
ters to exaggerate on certain issues like 
the supposed growing number of horse 
fatalities and the alleged poor and dan- 
gerous racing surface at the SLLP 

We would like to inform you that pri- 
or to the start of any race meeting, a 
group of representatives from the 
Philracom, the concerned race club and 
the various sectors regularly conduct 
inspections on the actual racing surface. 
to determine whether it is fit and safe 
for racing. No race meeting is ever con- 
ducted without the said certification 


and cash. 


ANTI-SARS MEASURE 
Chito Macapagal (left) of Unilever gives Edgardo Manda, of the Manila International Airport 
Authority, the products needed to contain the spread of SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome) in the country. Benjie Yap also of Unilever looks on. 


souvenir shop, an open-air audi- 
torium, public comfort rooms, 
more benches, some lights, picnic 
tables, campsites for boy and girl 
scouts, a cafe for theater goers, 
hanging bridges and tree houses, 
pathways and a lagoon. 

The park, which was closed two 
months ago due to controversy, 
has again opened to the public. 

‘Winner said the place is now 
open daily, from 8 a.m. to 5 a.m. 
except on Mondays for “nature 
treks and science excursions.” 


sor of the UP College of Public 
‘Administration and resident of 
Alpha Village, Quezon City, yes- 
terday told members of the the 
‘Central Police's District Crimi- 
nal Investigation Unit that one 
of the five suspects killed in 
Sundays encounter, forcibly 
entered his house on March 20, 
hogtied him and his family, and 
took their cell phones, jewelry 


Police said brothers Sergio, 
Eufemio, Edward and Florencio 
Pitulan, and Augusto Torres, 


DENCIO, caretaker of the Arroceros Forest Park, enjoys a tree-lined sunset in the heart of Manila. 


has to be resolved. 


and the Philracom will never allow the 
xtinued conduct of racing activities 
hout such a guarantee, 

Asin any other part of the horse rac- 
ing world, accidents are very much a 
part of this highly competitive sport 
Such incidents or mishaps can happen in 
spite of all the precautions taken by the 
Philracom and the race club concerned 
and such is an accepted reality in horse 
racing. Just the same, we will also con- 
duct further investigation on such mat- 
ters in the interest of establishing the re- 
al cause of the reported incidents. 

We would like to clarify however, the 
erroneous report about the alleged 
death of two more horses at the SLLP 
last Wednesday, April 16, 2003. The 
trainer of one of the said horse, Shining 
Pyramid, recently informed the Com- 
mission that the said horse did not die 
but only suffered an injury on its off 
fore after running in the third race. 

Inclosing, we would like to seek your 
support and assistance in clarifying the 
real situation in the local horse racing 
industry. Although we admit that we 
are still a long way from achieving the 
desired and ideal situation, we are do- 
ing our best to help the local horse rac- 
ing industry realize its full potential. 

Jaime A. Dilag 

Chairman, Philracom 


Velasco: Slain men were criminals 


were kiled in a shootout in 
Barangay Bahay Toro, Quezon 
Giy last Sunday A sich man, 
Glicerio Pitulan, has been ar- 
rested. POl Aldie Monteroso 
‘was also killed in the gun battle 

Velasco, chief of the Na- 
tional Capital Region Police 
Office, revealed that the 
group that engaged Quezon 
City policemen in a shootout 
were members of a robbery 
gang that operates in Metro 
Manila and adjacent 
provinces. 


For 2003, Paterno added, there 
will be more planting of sec- 
ondary trees, particularly those 
that thrive in the shade. 

She said the problem of flood- 
ing during the rainy season also 


“Floods have destroyed some 
of the nurse trees,” the Winner 
president explained. “We will 
consult some agriculturists for 
possible solutions. As soon as the 
flooding is controlled, more 
ground cover can be planted." 


nu 


Walkway 

A portion of the park near the 
river has become part of the Pasig 
walkway project of the Pasig Riv- 
er Rehabilitation Commission, 
and environment and tourism de- 
partments. 

"The commission has completed 
its construction of the boardwalk, a 
project funded by the Asian Devel- 
opment Bank, early this month. 

The — boardwalk—tree-lined, 
paved linear parks—are spaced 
about 10 meters from either side 
of the river. 

Winner members as well as 
volunteers from the business and 
educational sectors continue to 
care for and guard the forest. Pa- 
terno said the park is not yet a 
full-pledge forest. 

Following the master plan forthe 
mini-forest made by landscape 
chitech Wildredo Dizon, the Manila 
Seedling bank delivered the 3,500 
saplings to the park, maintaining 
the plants for a year before tuming 
them over to Winner. 

A group of bird watchers from 
the Haribon Foundation for the Pro- 
tection of Natural Resources actual- 
ly wants construction and human 
activity minimized in the park so as 
not to scare away the birds that 
have made the forest their home. 

The bird enthusiasts found six 
species of birds living in the forest 
park. They are the long-tailed 
shrike, brown shrike, zebra dove, 
pacific swallow, yellow-vested 
bulbul and pied fantail. 

Paterno said she hopes that by 
opening the forest and providing 
educational tours and lectures, 
people will learn to love and care 
forthe environment. 


i ae 
THE Day - 
GosPEL 


Wednesday, April 23, 2003 
Octave of East]er | 

Ist Reading: ‘Acts 3:1-10 

Gospel: 1k24:13-35 

Two disciples of Jesus were going to Em- 
maus, a village seven miles from Jerusalem, 
and they talked about what had happened. 
While they were talking and wondering, Jesus 
came up and walked with them, but their eyes 
were held and they did not recognize him. 

He asked, "What is this you are talking 
about?” The two stood still, looking sad. Then 
‘one named Cleophas answered, "Why it seems 
you are the only traveller in Jerusalem who 
doesn't know what has happened there these 
past few days." And he asked, "What ist?" 

"They replied, “It is about Jesus of Nazareth. 
He was a prophet, you know, mighty in word 
and deed before God and the people. But the 
chief priests and our rulers sentenced him to 
death. They handed him over to be crucified. 
We had hoped that he would redeem Israel. 

It is now the third day since all this took 
place. Itis true that some women of our group 
| have disturbed us. When they went to the 
tomb at dawn, they did not find his body; they 
came to tell us that they had seen a vision of 
angels who told them that Jesus was alive, 
Some friends of our group went to the tomb 
and found everything just as the women had 
said, but they did not see him." 

He said to them, "How dull you are, how 
slow of understanding! You fail to believe the 
message of the prophets. Is it not written that 
the Christ should suffer all this and then enter 
his glory?" Then starting with Moses and go- 
ing through the prophets, he explained to 
them everything in the Scriptures concerning, 
himself. 

As they drew near the village they were 
heading for, Jesus made as if to go farther. But 
they prevailed upon him, "Stay with us, for 
night comes quickly. The day is now almost. 
over" So he went in to stay with them. When 
they were at table, he took the bread, said a 
blessing, broke it and gave each a piece (...). 

Then their eyes were opened, and they rec- 
ognized him; but he vanished out of their 
sight. And they said to each other, "Were not 
our hearts filled with ardent yearning when he 
was talking to us on the road and explaining 
the Scriptures?” 

‘They immediately set out and returned to 
Jerusalem, There they found the Eleven and 
their companions gathered together. They 
were greeted by these words: "Yes, it is true 
the Lord is risen! He has appeared to Simon! 
‘Then the two told what had happened on the 
road and how Jesus made himself known 
when he broke bread with them. 
‘Commentary 

His disciples followed Jesus to Jerusalem 
believing that he would accomplish something 
great. After his death, Cleopas and another 
disciple, walked away from that city disillu- 
sioned. They could recount the story of Jesus 
accurately. They knew of the reports about his 
resurrection, But still, they could not make 
sense about it all. Then they encountered the 
Risen Jesus. At first, they mistook him for an 
ignorant stranger. Jesus explained the Scrip- 
tures to them and they were so enthused that 
they invited him to stay with them. He obliged. 
He broke bread with them. He vanished. But 
they had recognized him! The Risen Lord is 
present when the Scriptures is proclaimed 
do our hearts burn? He is there when bread is 
broken . .. do we recognize him? Do we pray 
that he stay with us? 
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SARS scare sends stars to Boracay 


‘WITH Hong Kong scratched from drama flick, “Punla,” he isin a lead man who can give her a baby. 
{Show biz peoples lists of favorite G HOWBIZ role again, this time opposite con- Emilio calls Tracy "gutsy." 
E destinations during Holy Week troversial sexy star Tracy Torres. On TY, Emilio has just ended 
1, because of the dreaded SARS (Se- TIDBITS Emilio has starred in money- his stint in ABS-CBN's top-rating 
Evere Acute Respiratory Syn- making sex-dramaswith .op sexy soap, “Bituin,” where he played a 
Tiürome), Boracay became fe Leah stars like Rosanna Roces. Buthe man tom between Jessa 3 
nost popular alternative, and it je says, “I want to be known as a Zaragoza and Cherie Gil. He is $, 
iims defnitelynotabad choice. Serio. versatile actor" set to start a new series soon. at a 
i” Eyewitnesses say show biz cou- In “Puna,” he plays devoted hus- “Punla,” which opens April 23, ‘Rea 
"ples, babes and hunks litered the when she got pregnant with her bandtoTracybuthecant givehera also stars John Apacible and “KILIG” FACTOR. Piolo Pascual and Judy Ann Santos pour on the 
i shore of the resort island. lovechild with Dino and she has not child. She goes looking for another newcomer Eric Parilla. syrup in Joyce Bernal's "Till There Was You.” 
Bong Revilla Jr was there regained her former shape. 
ith his whole family. Wife Lani Others who enjoyed the water, 
jereado was a head-turner on sand and sun were Eula Valdez, 
he beach in her one-piece swim- Kristine Hermosa, Vandolph 
uit, while their son Jolo attract- Quizon, JM Rodriguez, Dale Vil- 
d his share of attention. lar, Willie Revillame and Keem- 
Show biz sweethearts Clau-  peedeLeon. 
line Barretto and Raymart San- ^ Designer Frederick Peralta was 
tiago weren't hiding anymore, al- by his lonesome, but he was never 
3 though they preferred notto min- wanting for somebody to chat with 
3 gle with the beach crowd. whether on the beach or in any hap- 
2? A foursome were Rachel Ale- pening place on the island. 
andro and Lee Robin Salazar, 
Jand Geneva Cruz and KC Mon- The Bernal touch 
$ tero. KC played surrogate dad to THE FIRST time I watched a 
Í Geneva's son (with former Intro- Joyce Bernal flick, “Dahil May 
4 yoys band member Paco Arespa- Isang Ikaw,” with Aga Muhlach 
$ cochaga) Heaven. and Regine Velasquez, I was 
$: Hans Montenegro and Maritoni thrilled and entertained by the 
Fernandez were a coosome two- light and charming romance-dra- 
ome. So were Michael de Mesa ma that had touches of comedy. 
J and his prety girlfriend, Julie. Bernal scored box-office hits with 
ji Sunshine Dizon and Mikko other movies like "Kailangan Ko'y 
4 Sotto held hands while walking Ikaw” with Robin Padilla and 
Yon the beach. Regine, “Pagdating ng Panahon” 
j^ Young singer/TV host Cham- with Sharon Cuneta and Robin, 
4 pagne Morales daunlesly donned and "Pangako Ikaw Lang” with Aga 
$a bikini, to the delight of paparazzi and Regine again. She also dis 
fand ogles. Her mom Dinah played her directing fairinthecom- 
{Dominguez wes nowhere insight. edy “Booba” with Rufa Mae Quinto 
d Sexy star Michelle Bayle pa- and the aciondrama “Buhay Ka- 
{raded on the beach and posed mao,” which starred Robin. 
with everyone who wanted a pic- Bernal is back with her latest 
ture with her. work, “Till There Was You,” star- 
Lucky Manzano displayed his ring Piolo Pascual and Judy Ann 
buffed "Human" bod. So did the Santos. Opening on April 30, it is 
‘good-looking Turvey twins Brad Bernal’ first for Star Cinema. 
ind Greg. Judy Ann is Joanna, a carefree 
fÈ Cogie Domingo enjoyed water girl who agrees to play surrogate 
“Surfing, while ex-Power Boy Ge- mom to Piolo's daughter, al- 
‘off Rodriguez and Power Boy though he is not her boyfriend. 
‘Greg Martin got their tan. Piolo plays a lawyer who has a 
X Wih Anne Curtis on the child from a one-night stand 
‘beach, could boyfriend Oyo Boy woman he doesn't love. 
‘Sotto be far behind? Oyo B Judy Ann and Piolo have a love 
‘however, wasaccompanied byhis scene that reportedly made Judy (MN NAK ari] 2, ee 
rider sister, Danica, who wasa Ann blush after the take. 
sexy figure on the beach, too. Sam Chocolate-flavon 
Zi. Also spotted on the island was Morrocan-inspired ice cream 
IPBAS Red Bull prized cager Vinee SEXY stars Jenny Rosenthal and PNE 
Hizon. But where was his la Kristine Jaca will model Tabú 
T Hylove, Patricia Bermudez? Swimwear in a fashion show, 
“E Dino Guevarrawas with hislive- “Morrocan Dusk," tonight at 
| În parmer Kim de los Santos, who, Dish, 3rd Level of Rockwell's 
iwith her heavy figure, did not frolic Power Plant Mall. 
n the beach. Kim gained weight Established by Amanda Grif- 
fin and Isabel Engwa in 2000, 
Tabú Swimwear opened its first 
store in 2001 and introduced the 
most stylish, resilient and exten- 
sive range of Australian 
swimwear into the country. 
The Moroccan-inspired fashion 
show wil also feature Tanya 
Paulsen, Phoemela Baranda, 
Nicolette Bell and Kyla Fernandez. 
The show is produced by PEG 
Inc. and is presented by Nivea. 
Mare Nelson and Marco Lo- 
bregat will do bartending chores 
after the fashion show. 
Tickets are at P350 for men, 
while women can get in free. Call 
Dish at 898-1771 or 898-1824. 
Doors open at9 p.m. 


Lead again 
aW EMO Garcia has had his heyday 
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AWESOME EVENTS SCORCHIN’ CONCERTS 
* laguna Canine Club All Breed Championship Dog Show - April 6, Sunday, 10:05:00 pm — * Barbie's Cradle - April 5, Saturday, 6:30-8:00 pm 
* Bth Annual Fireworks Competition (8 participating groups to light up Enchanted Kingdom's — *Porlioment Syndicate - April 12, Saturday, 6: 368:00 Pra 
8th anniversary - April 26, Saturday, 7:00-9:00 pm * MPower - April 19, Saturday, 6:30-8:00 pm 
Š e Celebrity Storytelling featuring Morc Logan (April s. Aiko Melendez (April 26], Anjo Ylona * Prime Council with Aliyah Parcs - Ap 26, Saturday, 5:30-7:00 pm 
F (April 27), and other popular personalities every weekend until June 1 * Magic 89.9 Concert featuring Acatellas - May 3, sada :30- 


i 7:00 pm 
Competition - April 20, 27, May 4 and 11, 4:00:00 
3 : T ds TWRILLING oF Fexs 
* Darno's 50th Anniversary Celebration - May 4, Sunday (Concert featuring original » Summer Bazaar from’April 20 to May 20 
Dama songs composed by Sugarfree, Diy Kichen, Narda and more; Official release» “Free Rides To Gol promo: free RidevAl ticket valid from June 7 
of Dama Comics issue #2]; Darna collectibles on sole the whole month of May; ` = to Seplember 30} with every Php500 worth of food and merchandise 
2 Darma & Valentina in the flesh every weekend of May purchose from April 7 to June 1 
E Per DIlLnguna Permit No. $3085, Series of 2003. 


OIF. Tropical Palms Condominium, De la Rows Street, Legespt Village, Makati City * Park Address: Enchanted Kingdom, San Lorenzo South, Sta. Ros 
16 847 A714. 78 o Tickets aloo available at all Ticketworld autlete ‘Makati Alahing! + Rohieaon’s Darartment Stores (Gall 
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A!l ENTERTAINMENT VUES 
m TO Mm ] 
Erap downfall La pt [sen Manny Villar was een holdinghands learned that the young woman with the 


with a pretty young thing at Greenbelt 3 senator is the couples only daughter, 
while coming out of a movie screening. But Camille. Father and daughter have also 


not part : Y before the tireless Las Piñas been seen together at The 


Rep. Cynthia Villar raises Podium in Ortigas Center 
her eyebrows, our source DID YOU KNOW... in asig City i 


From page A32 


Floro Crisologo in the movie will be played. 4 = x 
kr de Gk Canes di oe : MTRCB m= R-13 Strictly for 13 years of age and up 
“Bingbong” Crisologo, will be played by Tirso z 5 - 

EXE ; a NICHOLSO! Adam Sandler, Jack Nicholson offer 

‘The Crisologo-Singson story was violent 1 z i 
politics that led to the six attempts on . non-stop laughs in fun, new comedy 
Singsons life and the burning of entire vil- In the No. 1 comedy in America, Adam Sandler and 
lages in Bantay town in 1970. On May 22, qa Jack Nicholson star together for the first time as patient 
that year, armed men descended on a village = wees and therapist — though at times it 
in pee and burned houses. In the pod DISCUSSING THE “CHAVIT” MOVIE. Singson (right, seated) with , eR En jg es ifs hard to tell which 
quon, they burned houses in another village, actor Cesar Montano (left) and director Carlo . Caparas. 3 AM abang eng e dle RT 

ling an old woman. , 

Bingbong Crisologo was identified asthe EXLELEEEEEEELELLEELLI fend Dae RUE eer ase p c 
mastermind of the arson and was jailed at uis Bet x an e essions 
the national penitentiary in Muntinlupa. POWER PLANT Psychiatrist Dr. Buddy Rydell (Nicholson) 1 
Crisologo later became a Christian minister Tortured by Buddy's wacky and abrasive 
whose life also became a popular movie, NOE MOA 21 confrontational methods," Dave must decide whether to 
“Bingbong, the Vincent Crisologo Story,” in a i EMENT crawi back into his shell or stand up for himself, and 
the early 1990s. Rudy Fernandez played Gedena sen keep his girl (Marisa Tomei) along the way. 


Bingbong. With surprise appearances by top celebrities. 
Singson was incensed when Bingbong’s JUNGLEBOOK2 | ANGERMANAGEMENT | PHONE BOOTH 
P 


movie became a box -office hit, and he decid- C BIS JS Ma €———M] OPENS TODAY ! 
ed to plan his own biopic. That plan fizzled sewa iso Eu ES 
out. 


Singson said he survived the attempts = 
his life because of the amulets given tohim by | wnaraamtwawrs AMAN APART JOHNNY ENGLISH Se aman ee — 
Vigan elders. "Some gave me amulets, others GP Ria Um NN GS YON Te 
gave me magic oil (lana) and secret prayers," 121330540, 1225245505, 1210210410 i 


FEEL THE LOVE 


he said, "I don't know which worked for me.” 
MATINEE P30.00 - FREE SEATING - SCREENINGS BEFORE 5 PM - MON. TO FRI. 
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Love, revenge and power form a deadly struggle 
Ben 4 in this fierce Roman drama by Shakespeare. 


TITUS 


ANTHONY HOPKINS & JESSICA LANGE 
EASTERN : E Harry J. Lennix, Alan Cumming, Laura Fraser 
MAE E 
MIRAMAR 4 


In this epic tale of revenge based upon the play of William Shakespeare, 

Anthony Hopkins stars as Titus Andronicus, the Roman general who sows the 

seeds of vengeance when he executes the son of the enemy Queen, played by 

Jessica Lange. The repercussions of his action are revealed when the vindictive 
woman becomes the new wife of the Roman Emperor. 


COFFEE CLUB DISCUSSION ON "TITUS" 
: i 1 TODAY- April 23 at 7pm. 

4 For inquiries, contact 752-7866 or 752-7872. 
CE i 4 
RSE TATAN KA HP 
FORNDSRAPER WAT LOAM 


Eum po o NOK ER 
VIRGIN PEOPLE 2 ^ 3 


disney.comyjunglebook? 


REMAR-2 [SUPE [Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures 
NOVA MALL - NOVALICHES CINEMA 


MANDALUYONG CITY 

SHANGAILA PLAZA MALL — 8052019 2 EST 10 70 ‘Scott Summers, Professor X' first student and the X-Men's field leader, possesses 

CINEMA" VETA SAL WAS i the uncanny mutant ablily to fire beams of devastating energy from his eyes. 

CINEMA vé aw f The X-Man, codenamed Cyclops, wears a visor made of Ruby Quartz that 
CAINTA RIZAL " controls his blasts, aiding in the accuracy of his destructive beams. 


STA. LUCIA EAST (62154011019) These beams can destroy virtually anything. 
CINEMA 


CINEMA 


Hm KAA ESSE ML R] 
pe perium Kurt Wagner, known as "The Incredible Nghcafe in a Munich circus, vas captured 
CINEMAS TENE by Stryker and used as a Weapon X operative before being saved by the X-Men. 
CINEMA-T TEE Nigħtcrawier’s ability to teleport himself instantaneously — along with his quick 
CINEMA-8 KALA acrobatic reflexes and prehensile tali - makes him a deadly weapon. 
ELA 
GREET 
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COUPLE Albert and 

had a good laugh watching the one. 
man comedy act of Rex Navarrete last 
April 10 at the popular Dish outlet of 
the Power Plant Mall of Rockwell. 

Albert — said 
their three chil- 
dren—Alyanna, 
Alfonso and 
Alyssandra— 
were bored at 
home and want- 
ed to go with 
them to the 
show. 

But Rex had 
{jokes for an adult audience, so the kids 
{had no choice but to stay home. 


Dip 
You 
Know... 
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Academy Awards Nominations 
including Best Supporting Actor 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


ENTERTAINMENT 
Desert islands, paracutes 
and other boob-tube booboos 


HOST: What are you doing to make 
sure that there will be no terrorist at- 
tacks during this Holy Week season? 

Guest: We are concentrating our se- 
curity measures in airports, piers and 
bus terminals. 

Host: Inwhat way, specifically? 

Guest: Well, for one, sa lahat ng ba- 
por ngayon, may nagkalat na iba't-ibang 
klase ng mga canine dogs. 

ds there any other kind of dog? 
Woofl) 

Host: What about SARS? What 
should be the public's right attitude 
about it? 

Guest: Don't be too paranoidly 
afraid! 

(Paranoidly afraid? Bago yon, a.) 


Host: Now that you've won your first 


for Willem Dafoe 


NRADIDE 


"Now Showing @ 


Robinsons Movieworld 


Galleria & Manila 
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acting award, how will this affect your 
career decisions (rom now on? 

Guest: Well, magiging mas mapili na 
ako from now on sa aking mga roles— 
pero hindi pa rin ako titigil sa pagbo- 
bold. 

(Huh!) 

Host: Now that you're no longer in 
show biz, what do you do with your 
spare time? 

Guest: Oh, I have businesses, also 
hobbies. 

Host: Hobbies? 

Guest: Yes, Inow paint with my 
spare time! 

(Uh, come again?) 


Host: Now, for some guestions 
toreveal how you look at life, Are 
you ready? 

Guest: Ok, shoot. 

Host: What CD would you 
bring if you were trapped on a 
desert island? 

(What in the world is that is- 
land doing in the desert?!) 

Host: How did you feel when 
you didn’t win the award this 
year? 

Guest: Honestly, I'm a frustrat- 
edi 

(Bitin) 

Host: Many people are hitting 
you these days, but you still look 
‘cheerful. What's your secret? 

Guest: Simple: Despite all of 
what been saying against me, I 
don't listen to negatives, ! just lis- 
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Special, DVD. 


EXTENDED SCENES, 
PLUS HOURS OF 


BEHIND-THE-SCENES, 
CHALLENGES AND 
MUCH MORE! 


On the 23th of April to the Gth of May, 
prepare yourself ms the Rodconts -> 
invade Greenbelt 41. 

Titus, a tragedy oaro 
nra n eit APA aa 8, 2009. 
Coftee Ciub discussion on the fiim Titus 
pueri be COM idem 


an Apni 23, Tem wth the discussion folowing 
immediately wt, 


Johnny English. 
‘Showing in Greenben 1 Cinema starting Apri 19 


Pe 
Apri 2% ant May 3. 7pm Gieenbeh Cale Row. 
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INTERVIEWS, TOURS, 


ten to positives! 

uh!) LK 

Host: Why do you use this particular 
brand of tissue? 

Guest: Simply and honestly, its be- 
cause it's absorb more pawis! 

(Ay, it's absorb!) 


Host: What sport would you like to 
learn this summer? 

Guest: 1 want to learn how to do 
paracute jumping! 

(How—cutel) 

Host: Your technique of painting, so- 
lar art, is so unique, How do you do it? 

Guest: Actually it looks unique, but 
ics really simple. All you need is the sun. 
anda magnifying glass. 

Host: What kind of magnifying 
glass? 

Guest: Nothing special. Basta, the 
rule is, the more the thick niya, lalo 
nakakasunog! 

(Ah, so...) 

Guest: What kinds of paper should 
we use for solar art? 

Guest: Any, basta thick. Puwedeng 
handmade paper at plywood! 

(Kinds of paper sabi, e!) 


Auditions 

THE SAN Miguel Foundation for the 
Performing Arts is now accepting appli- 
cations for the San Miguel Philharmon- 
ic Orchestra and the San Miguel Master 
Chorale, Auditions for professional vio 
linists and double bass players for the 
orchestra, and sopranos and basses for 
the choir will be held on April 25 at the 
basement level, San Miguel Corpora- 
tion Head Office Complex. For details, 
call Deo Dipasupil at 632-3769. 


‘Prehistoric Earth’ 
DISCOVERY Channel brings “Prehis- 
toric Earth” back to life with a special 


FEATURES INCLUDE: 
19 ADDITIONAL AND 


The country's 


private 


For private movie screenings, 
intimate partie: 
presentation 


& Invitations, 


Rates vary depending on Peak, 
Regular & Off-Peak slots. 


For Inquiries & reservations, 


one and only 


cinema. 


Now it can be yours. Toei 
nd impressive 


Package includes Popcorn and Drinks, 
Parking Passes, Timezone Gamepass 


call 752-7862 or 757-3860 to 63. 


A" 


week-long programming event starting 
on April 27. 

At 9 pam., the channel airs the two- 
hour special "Before We Ruled the 
Earth,” which takes viewers on an 
odyssey through evolution, from Homo. 
Ergaster in Africa 1.7 million years ago, 
to Paleo-Indians living in North Ameri- 
ca 11,000 years ago. 

Other presentations during the 
week: "What Killed the Mega Beasts” 
and "When Dinosaurs Ruled: At the 
Ends of the Earth." 


English for OFWs 

CORBAN Learning Center and Vine 
Communications will hold an “English 
for OFWs" for Filipinos who would like 
to improve their facility in the English 
language. The seminar focuses on con- 
versational English, speech and pro- 
munciation. 

It will be held on May 3, 10, 17, 24 
and 31, and comes in two levels: Class- 
es for beginners are from 1 to 3 pm., 
and intermediate level classes are from 
3 to 5 p.m, Call 700-1299 (Cubao) or 
809-3050 (Parafiaque). 


Cinema Paradiso 
FILMS to be shown as part of the Cine- 
ma Paradiso series: April 23, Lino Broc- 
ka's “Santiago.” April 24, Manuel 
Conde's “El Robo." April 25, “Biglang 
Yaman" with Rosa Rosal. April 28, 
"Nukso nang Nukso" with Pugo and 
Bentot. April 29, Mar S. Torres’ "Apat 
na Taga." And April 30, Romero's "Hul- 
ing Mandirigma." Screenings are held 
atthe NCCA building in Intramuros. 
The Cinema Paradiso catalogue 
launch was held yesterday, with film 
master Eddie Romero who shared his 
experiences in filmmaking. Romero 
was joined by Bienvenido Lumbera 
and Pablo S. Gomez. 


‘Max and Ruby’ 

THE NICKELODEON Channel airs the 
new children's show, 
"Max and Ruby” 
8:30 a.m. on Mon- 
days. 

“Max and Ruby” is 
based on popular 
children’s author and 

- illustrator Rosemary 
Wells’ popular book 
series, which has sold 
millions of copies 
since 1979. 

The new half-hour 
animated .series for 
preschoolers cele- 
brates the bond be- 
tween siblings and 
the triumph of the i 
dividual child against 
the challenges of be- 
ing little. 

Each episode cen- 
ters around Max, a 
preschool bunny and 
his seven-year-old 
sister Ruby What 
goes on in the mind 
of a three-year-old 
boy is very different 
from that of a seven- 
year-old girl, but Max 
and Ruby enjoy 
Working and playing 
together despite their 
conflicting agendas. 


MANOTOC 


Dip 
You 
KNOW... 


TALK has it that 
TJ Manotoc, 
host of “Unang 
Hiri" on GMA 
being 
wooed by ABS- 
CBN executives 
to join the lat- 
ter network's 
early morning 
magazine show 
“Magandang 

Umaga Bayan.” 
A reformat of 
the “MUB” 
show is also 
said to be in the 
offing, — with 
Tessie Tomas 
joining the new 
MUB" group. 
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EE E-malt pr. entertanment@inguercomah DID You KNOW. 
* I [^u Py f 3 REGINE Velasquez and Jolina Magdangal 
i EL. BM ái ü 5 watched the recent “Crossover Presents” show 
= of comedian Rex Navarette at the Mandarin 
Editor Louie C. Camino Oriental, but the two stars hardly laughed. 
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Erap downfall not part of Chavit movie 


By Frank Cimatu and Leoncio Balbin Jr. role in toppling his erstwhile friend, former known for his massacre and other sensa- could literally see blood flowing all over” 
PDINorthern Luzon Bureau President Estrada, tional movies, to direct his biopic not be- — "Chavitofllocos" will tell of his life in Vigan 
‘The Chavit biopic will not have “ST” ("sex- cause he wants to hype his life story but be- from boyhood until he became an embalmer 

VIGAN CITY — The movie about the man ually titillating”) scenes, Singson himselfsaid. cause Caparas has been bugging him all and eventually the town's police chief. 
whose "juetengate" exposé led to the downfall He is not even particular about who will these years. ‘Singson first ventured into politics in 1967 
of former President Joseph Estrada will not play him (action star Cesar Montano, who “Many producers had been proposing to when he was elected councilor of Vigan. In 
include the toppling of the former actor. once played national hero Jose Rizal) or his make my movie but he was the most persis- 1969, he decided to challenge his uncle, ilo- 

"This early, however, there are already plans wife (reportedly dramatic actress Dina Bon- tent,” Singson said. cos Sur Rep. Floro Crisologo, who was then 
for a follow-up to “Chavit of Ilocos" the nevie). If he's exacting about anything atall The former Ilocos Sur governor said the the acknowledged political kingpin in the 
movie based on the life of Luis “Chavit” regarding the movie, which will start shoot- movie would cost P50 million, although he province, but Singson lost. 
Singson. ing here next month, itis thatit would be "ST" is silent on who would finance it. Crisologo was assassinated while praying 

The political kingpin of Ilocos Sur just or “simply true.” Singson said the most serious attempt on atthe St. Paul Cathedral in Vigan in 1970. 
laughed when asked ifthe movie would have “It will be a true-to-life story and I will his life was made in 1972 in Cabugao town Singson ran for governor in 1971 and 
"ST" scenes. He said he insisted on including make sure that everything in the movie is where two grenades were thrown while he beat his aunt, the incumbent Gov. Carmel- 
in the movie all the six ambush attempts on true,” he said. “No scenes would be added. We was attending a party. ing Crisologo, Floro's widow. Singson be- THETRUTH and 
his life, in the late 1960s and early 1970s, should stick to the truth." “More than 500 people were hurt,” he re- came the new boss of Ilocos Sur politics. nothing but, says 
which is why the movie would not cover his Singson said he chose Carlo J. Caparas, called. “When I went to the hospital, you ERAP/A30 Singson. 
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STOCK MARKET 
Stocks end lower on technical correction 
PROFIT-TAKING PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 
pushed local MARCH 
sharestoamod- = 
rately lower wy 
close in light trade yesterday 
as investors secured gains af- 
ter the market climbed more 
than 7 percent in the past 
three weeks. 

‘Traders said the players ex- 
pected first quarter corporate *™ T- - + 
Pene Be weakdueio —— BSVBNI2I 8 SWNUSEAZ 
the impact of the Iraq war and (See stock market report on Page B5) 

a depreciated peso. But prospects were brighter in the second half 
with fewer external risks, they added. 

The main stock index lost 8.10 points or 0.72 percent to 1,117.12 
points. But the broader All Shares Index rose 2.03 points or 0.3 per- 
cent to 682.73 points. 

The market is up 7.6 percent since the start of April and 9.69 per- 
cent so far this year. 
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By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE GOVERNMENT yesterday said its budget deficit in the 
first three months of the year reached P58.9 billion, ex- 
ceeding its target ceiling for the period of P55.2 billion by 
6.7 percent. 


The amount, however, was 
lower than the P61.21-billion 
shortfall a year ago mainly due to 
improved revenue collections this 
year. 

Despite the higher-than-ex- 
pected first quarter budget short- 
fall, the government said it was 
still confident of meeting its 2003 
deficit ceiling of P202 billion or 
4.7 percent of the gross domestic 
product. 

In March, alone, the budget 
gapwas P27.2 billion. 

"The national government is 
confident that it will achieve the 
full-year deficit target given the 
improving trend in revenue col- 
lection,” Finance Secretary Jose 
Isidro Camacho seid in yester- 
day's press briefing. 

“We have seen increasing rev- 
enue collections since the third 


quarter of 2002. This is a result of 
the unrelenting efforts of the Bu- 
reau of Customs and the Bureau 
of Internal Revenue to improve 
collection performance, Cama- 
ho said. 

Camacho said revenue collec- 
tions increased by 9.2 percent to 
P136.6 billion while expendi- 
tures grew by only 4.9 percent to 
P195.4 billion from a year ago. 

Total revenue for the quarter 
surpassed the P131.9-billion tar- 
getby 3.5 percent. 

The BOC exceeded its own 
goal by 18.6 percent, contribut- 
ing P26.7 billion or 19.6 percent. 
of the total government revenue. 
for the first three months of the 
year. 

The BIR registered a 3.8-per- 
cent growth in collections to 
P89.9 billion but was still 5 per- 


EEI eyes big chunk 
of $680-M Bechtel 
contract in Iraq 


By Gil C. Cabacungan jr. 


PHILIPPINE engineering and construction 
company EEI Corp. is bidding to take a big 
slice of Bechtel Corp.'s $680-million contract 
to rebuild Iraq's utility services and repair its 
airports and seaport. 

Trade and Industry Secretary Manuel A. 
Roxas II yesterday revealed that EEI Corp. 
chair Rizalino Navarro recently left for San 
Francisco to meet with Bechtel officials for 
subcontracting deals in postwar Iraq. 

Roxas, a member of the Presidential task 
force on Iraq, said that EEI had dealings with 
Bechtel which has tapped the Yuchengco-con- 
trolled company to supply skilled manpower 
for a number of its projects worldwide. EEI is 
Bechtel’s local agent. One of Bechtel's subcon- 
tracting arrangements with EEI was the con- 
struction of a power plant in the Middle East. 

The United States Agency for Intemational 
Development announced last week that it had 
awarded the contract for Iraq's emergency in- 
frastructure repair and rehabilitation to Bechtel. 

The contract is initially worth $34.6 million 
but this is expected to balloon to $680 million 
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cent off its first quarter target of 
P94.6 billion. 

For its part, the BTr collected 
P13.5 billion or 70.1 percent bet- 
terthan its target. 

He said these agencies had 
thoroughly reviewed their re- 
spective systems, identified the 
loopholes and devised innovative 
administrative reforms that led to 
revenue growth. 

"But we are not stopping here. 
We will continue to pursue other 
reform measures not only to en- 
sure that we will meet this year’s 
fiscal targets but also to further 
build the foundation for our long- 
term fiscal goals,” Camacho ex- 
plained. 

For the month of March alone, 
the government's revenue collec- 
tions increased by 13.2 percent to 
P45.2 billion vis-a-vis P72.4 bil- 
lion worth of expenditures, re- 
sulting in a P27.2-billion deficit. 

Actual spending for the first 
three months reached P195.4 bil- 
lion or 3.5 percent higher than 
the target, but the Department of 
Budget and Management said 


this was due to the front-loading 
of some of the expenditures origi- 
nally intended for the second 
quarter. 

The higher first quarter deficit 
did not come as a surprise as the 
government had warned its pre- 
liminary tax taking were below 
target for the period. The govern- 
ment said there was extra spend- 
ing for advances made in prepara- 
tion for the 2004 general election 
amounting to P1.8 billion, which 
was released to the Commission 
on Elections last March, and an- 
other P4 billion for government 
employees clothing allowances, 

For the first quarter, the gov- 
emment’s net financing declined 
by 51 percent to P48.7 billion as 
the government rejected high 
bids for treasury bills and bonds 
as well as for the redemption of 
local treasury bonds. 

The government also issued a 
total of $800 million worth of 
global bonds and eurobonds in 
January and February this year 
for its external financing require- 
ments 
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A PHILIPPINE Airlines plane is being loaded with cargo at the Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport. Airline officials earlier announced that PAL's net profit in fiscal year ending March 31 
had amounted to only about P500 million, way off its target of PI billion. The lower-than- 
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Further reductions in oil prices seen 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


PUMP prices of petroleum products are ex- 
pected to go down further this month follow- 
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ing the continued drop in the prices of 
crude oil in the world market, Energy 
Secretary Vincent Perez Jr. said yes- 
terday. 

"Additional price cuts after last 
Thursday's reduction could be justi- 
fied (considering the softening of in- 
ternational prices)," Perez said in an 
interview. 

The DOE's monitoring showed that 
Dubai crude prices dropped by $8.82 
from about $31.18 per barrel in Feb. 
25 (before the war broke out) to 
$22.36 on April 7—a five-month low 
for the benchmark price due to the 
quick resolution of the conflict in 
Iraq 

Perez expressed hope that the soft- 
ening in the world market prices of 
crude oil would soon be reflected in 
local pump prices. 

On April 17, Pilipinas Shell 
Petroleum, TotalFinaElf Philippines, 
Petron, Caltex Philippines, Sea 


Philippines and Flying V announced a 
30-centavo per liter price cut for 
gasoline and 20 centavos per liter for 
diesel. 

Roberto Kanapi, Pilipinas Shell 
general manager for external affairs, 
said the reduction was in anticipation 
of crude price changes in May. 

“(Considering) that international 
prices for both crude oil and finished 
petroleum products have softened re- 
cently, we aim to be price competitive 
by reflecting this in local pump prices 
this early” he said. 

Virginia Ruivivar, Petron public af- 
fairs manager, said the move was just 
the first of a series of possible price 
cuts assuming that crude prices in the 
world market would continue to go 
down. 

Dubai crude prices averaged at 
$27.38 per barrel in March, down by 
$2.64 from $30.02 per barrel in 
February. 


The Organization of Petroleum 
Countries, however, which pumps 
about one third of the world’s oil is 
considering a production cut on 
grounds that there is too much oil in 
the market. 

Opec opened its taps ahead of the 
war in Iraq to allay concerns of a price 
spike once the shooting began. 

Opec members agreed in January 
toa production target of 24.5 million 
barrels a day, but estimates show that 
actual production was actually closer 
to 26.2 million barrels a day. 

But with the Iraq conflict quickly 
resolved, the Opec fears the world is 
now awash with crude which could 
lead to a crash in prices. 

The Opec has called an emergency 
meeting for Thursday in Austria to as- 
sess postwar conditions in the oil 
market, with a view to slashing out- 
put to bolster sagging prices. With a 
report from AP 


Local IT firm 
focuses on 
Japan market 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


ADVANCED Technology and Systems Inc. 
(ADTX), a Philippine subsidiary of IBM 
Japan, and the Alcantara group are gearing 
up to further expand their foothold in Japan's 
outsourcing business. 

ADTX vice president Ramil Villanueva said the 
parmers were expecting a rise in demand for out- 
sourcing deals as more Japanese companies, driv- 
en by rising costs at home, seek to tap overseas 
companies for part of their computer operations. 

ADTX—a pioneer research and development 
company for firmware and device driver, stor- 
age solution, mobile device, retail solution, ap- 
plication software and quality assurance ser- 
vice—is projecting a 21-percent growth in sales 
to Japan this year to P170 million but Villanue- 
va said the company had barely scratched the 
surface of Japan's outsourcing market, 

Villanueva said the potential for outsourc- 
ing in Japan was huge but there were only a 
handful of Philippine companies looking at 
Japan as a potential market. 

He said most information technology (IT) 
companies in the Philippines had their eyes on 
the US because Japan was a difficult market to 
penetrate due to the culture and language bar- 
rier and its cloistered business structure. 

Villanueva said the Philippines had to pro- 
duce more IT professionals geared for the 
Japanese market in order to compete with In- 
dia and China that were cornering most of the 
outsourcing contracts from Japan. 

ADTX has decided to establish its own 
training program in a tie-up with NIIT Philip- 
pines that would produce at least 40 gradu- 
ates a year. 

ADTX plans to draft the most promising IT 
graduates nationwide as scholars in a S-month in- 
tensive training program to make IT engineers 
that are knowledgeable in general IT concepts 
based on Jitse (Japanese IT Standard Examina- 
tion), up to date in emerging and new technolo- 
gies such as Linux and Java, and proficient in busi- 
ness skills and the Japanese language, Nihongo. 

Villanueva said the graduates would be de- 
ployed in ADTX's operations and its partner- 
ship with Alsons Corp., Alsons/ADTX Infor- 
mation Systems Inc. (AAISI), that provide ser- 
vices in application development, web solu- 
tions, and system integration. 

'ADTX, which was formed in 1993, was able 
to establish a toehold in Japan largely be- 
cause of its owners’ linkages in Japan, its 
thrust to meet the computer needs of 
Japanese businessmen operating in the 
Philippines (especially those in the economic 
zones), and its strategy to cater to all clients 
(a major Japanese company has a bigger out- 
sourcing operation in the Philippines but all 
its businesses are in-house). 


GMA extends 
term of CDC 
management 


CLARK FIELD, Pampanga—President Maca- 

pagal-Arroyo has extended for another year 

the term of Emmanuel Y. Angeles as president 

and chief executive officer of Clark Develop- 

. ment Corp. (CDC) and his entire manage- 
ment team. 

The President, likewise, re-appointed the 
members of the CDC board led by its chair. 
Rizalino S. Navarro. The other board mem- 
bers are Victor Jose Luciano, Rufo Colayco, 
Benigno Ricafort, Eloisa Narciso, Victor Yap, 
Maximo Sangil, Armando Madamba, Jesus 
Nicdao and Wilhelmina Paras. 

The CDC officials’ term expired on March 
31 

Under Angeles’ administration, CDC post- 
ed P7.06 billion worth of investments from 
161 contracts signed in 2001 and 2002. The 
P7.06-billion worth of investments represent 
13.76 percent of the P51.30 billion in invest- 
ment commitments secured by CDC since its 
inception in 1993. To date, the amount is the 
third biggest investment secured by a CDG 
president despite the economic crunch, 

Jun Malig, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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FORMER Batangas Gov. J. Anto- 
nio Leviste may have to serenade 
billionaire Chito Madrigal-Col- 
lantes with the World War II-era 
song "Don't Fence Me In" if he 
"wants to continue with his Ca- 
latagan lighthouse project. 

Dofia Chito, according to the 
grapevine, has barred unautho- 
rized passage leading to the Ca- 
latagan lighthouse being leased 
and transformed by a Leviste 
foundation into a hotel-restau- 
rant combine, 

‘The extended Madrigal family, 
including Dofia Chito, maintains 
weekend residences along the 
idyllic Batangas shoreline, with 
the single road leading through 
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Lights out in Calatagan 


with the Spanish-era lighthouse 
passing through the sprawling 
Madrigal property. 

The Madrigals, according to a 
family friend, are concerned that 
the commercialization of the 
lighthouse would bring too much 
traffic and unwanted rubber- 
neckers into the otherwise se- 
cluded community whose un- 
marked weekend houses include 
those of former Ambassador Raul 
Goco, port services king Enrique 
Razon Jr, presidential balae Her- 
man Montenegro, real estate de- 
veloper Elena Tanyu-Coyíuto and 
a couple of rumored drug lords- 
smugglers. 

According to the grapevine, a 


Cocktates 


Victor C. 
do. 


Madrigal scion, Bo Warnes, who 
has quietly transformed that sec- 
tion of the Calatagan bay into a 
fish sanctuary—guarded 24/7 by 
a Coast Guard detachment whose. 
living expenses and quarters are 
provided for by Warnes—is espe- 
cially aghast at how Leviste graft- 
ed a rectangular cement prome- 
nade on to the lighthouse cliff. 


Pe] Autohaus BMW. 


fees The new name for freedom. 
; ia Boiss 


Work on the Calatagan light- 
house has been suspended for 
some time now, apparently be- 
cause of the right-of-way prob- 
Jem, especially after the Madrigal 
matriarch got miffed with the 
construction crew passing 
through her property without so 
much asaby-your-leave, 

The Calatagan parola restau- 
rant-hotel complex is part of a 
Leviste program to rehabilitate 
historic lighthouses and trans- 
form them into tourist destina- 
tions. Leviste, a governor of the 
Board of Investments and chair of 
the Philippine Leisure and Retire- 
ment Authority, heads a private 
foundation that was able to sign 


an agreement with the Coast 
Guard to lease a number of the 
now abandoned lighthouses. 


DJ does Dasma 

SOCIALITE Diana Jean “DJ” 
Lopez's ejectment from her long- 
time Dasmarifias Village resi- 
dence is up for hearing tomorrow 
by no less than the Supreme 
Court. 

According to the grapevine, 
oral arguments will be heard by 
the high court now holding its 
summer session in Baguio City. 

Lopez, who still retains her leg- 
endary beauty despite the years, 
had been staying for decades in 
the Paraiso Street house, alleged- 


1y a "gift? from a longtime friend. 
until her unceremonious des 
campment late last year after th: 
house was sold by her friend's 
family without informing Lopez 
beforehand. 

Hurt by the alleged betrayal, 
Lopez, who has since relocated to, 
the Urdaneta Apartments, subse- 
quently filed the suit. 


Resort, yes; public, no 
THE 10-ROOM house-resort-spa 
of restaurateur VicVic Villavicen- 
cio in Sta, Ana, Cagayan, is 
world-class by most accounts but 
it is still closed to the public, ex- 
cept to Triple V's family and very 
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PLDT cuts by half leased line rates for ISPs 


service. 


By Abigail L. Ho 


An E1/R2 is a circuit that can 


DOMINANT carrier Philippine 
Long Distance Telephone Co. has 
reduced by half its leased line 
rates for independent Internet 
service providers in view of the 
strong competition posed by oth- 
er local telecommunication com- 
panies. 
An industry source yesterday 
. said that from almost P90,000 to 
P100,000 per month for an 
" E1/R2 circuit, PLDT had reduced 
its rate for ISPs to only about 
P50,000 per month for the same 


Trade data 
revisions show 
deficits in 2 yrs 


THE GOVERNMENT revised yesterday its 
trade figures for the last three years following 
statistical discrepancies, saying the country. 
suffered trade deficits instead of surpluses in 
2001 and 2002. 

Tn a statement, the National Statistics Office 
acknowledged it had largely underestimated 
the volume of raw material imports for the key 
electronics sector for the past three years. 

Tt then revised upwards the country's 2002 
imports by 5.5 percent to $35.427 billion and 
exports upward by 0.38 percent to $35.201 
billion from figures issued earlier. 

“The resulting trade balance in goods 
amounted to a deficit of $219 million, a de. 
cline from the old series of $1.63-billion sur- 
plus,” the statement said. 

It said the country also suffered a trade 
deficit in 2001 of $907 million, instead of a 
$2.59-billion surplus, while the trade surplus 
for 2000 was reduced to $3.587 billion from 
$6.691 billion. 

"The Philippine trade figures became an is- 
sue last year when the Wall Street Journal 
challenged the data on imported raw materi- 
als for the key electronics sector. 

‘The sector accounts for 69 percent of mer- 
chandise exports of the Philippines. 

The NSO said the adjustments on the im- 
port data were largely based on information 
from a survey of imported raw materials it 
jointly carried out with the central bank. AFP 


handle 30 


said. 


ternet 


PLDT had 


any given time. 

“PLDT already lowered the 
cost of its E1/R2s, although the 
competition offers the same ser- 
vice at lower rates,” the source 


Local ISP group Philippine In- 
Services Organization 
(Piso) in October last year ac- 
cused PLDT of discriminatory 
pricing of lines. It claimed that 


pendent ISPs rates higher than 


the level charged on regular cor- 
porate customers. 

‘Although Piso's complaint was 
filed with the National 

‘Telecommunications Commis- 
sion, the House of Represent: 
tives also held hearings on it after 
Quirino Rep. Junie Cua gave a 
privilege speech in October ac- 
using PLDT of trying to create a 
monopoly in cyberspace. 

He said PLDT was working to- 
ward this through discriminatory 
and predatory pricing schemes 
that could eventually drive its 
competitors in the ISP arena out 


simultaneous calls at 


been charging inde- 


of business, 


the source said several 
men pressured PLDT 
down its rates for ISPs 


independent ISPs. 


ers. Because of thi 


During hearings at the House, 


to open its digital subscriber line 
(DSL) Internet infrastructure to 


Another point in Piso's com- 
plaint was PLDT's refusal to open 
its "always on," high-speed Inter- 
‘net infrastructure to other play- 

ISPs could 
only offer conventional dial-up 
Internet service, or access that 
users would have to sign on for 


every time they used it. 
congress- 


to bring 
and even 


ing with Piso officials today. 


"PLDT's lawyers said opening 
up its DSL infrastructure would 
entail a certain investment on the 
part of PLDT. This is what we'll be 
settling in a meeting tomorrow 
(Wednesday),” the source said. 

PLDT executives will be meet- 


In a related development, Mo- 
saic Communications Inc. presi- 
dent William Torres said, despite 
tough competition from telecom- 
munications firms, independent 
ISPs would be here to stay as they 
could offer more value-added 


services than their telco-owned 
counterparts. 

He explained that Internet val- 
ue-added services were not part 
of a telecom firm's main business 
so it would be harder for them 
than for independent ISPs to con- 
centrate on value-added services. 
“Independent ISPs will survive 
because they're needed by soci- 
ety. Society needs more than just 
access. They also need content. 
Telcos can go into those things 
but that’s not their main business 
so it will be harder for them,” he 
said. 


Improving business in Eaga through CIQS harmonization 


IT was during the 5th Senior Officials 
Meeting (SOM) of the BIMP-Eaga in 
1996 when the idea of harmonizing 
CIQS Rules, Regulations and Proce- 
dures (RRPs) among its member-coun- 
tries was first introduced. 

Before I get ahead of myself, allow me 
to explain this peculiar acronym. It stands 
for customs, immigration, quarantine 
and security hence, CIOS. These are the 
areas of regulation with the greatest 
bearing on the mobility of people and 
goods among the Eaga countries. 

The presumption is that current regu- 
lations governing trade and travel with- 
in the Eaga are arbitrary and discordant, 
thereby, making it hard for businessmen 
to operate smoothly and cost-effectively; 
and for tourists to easily hie off to the Ea- 
ga country of their choice. 

Jf we were to envision a more con- 
ducive environment for trade and busi- 
ness cooperation in the BIMP-Eaga, the 
harmonization of CIOS needs to take 
place. It means that there should be uni- 
formity in rules, fees and requirements. 

Prior to the envisioned Eaga-wide ra- 
tionalization, it is important to stream- 
line the regulations at the country level. 
This means cutting red tape, ensuring 
transparency in rules, reducing the 
number of documentary requirements, 
making fees more affordable and stan- 
dardized, decentralizing approval au- 
thority and a host of other reforms. 

As an illustration, if 1 were to export 
‘mangoes to say, Malaysia, I would need 
accreditation documents (city business 


MINDANAO 
ONE 


Joji llagan-Bian 


permit, DTI registration, etc.); an a 

thority to load; export declaration; 
commodity clearance certificate; cer- 
tificate of origin, certificate of shipment 
(which requires that 1 submit a com- 
mercial invoice, bill of lading, and copy 
of the processed export declaration); 
and a phytosanitary certificate (which 
needs an application for inspection 
and, again, the export declaration) and 
permit to import (issued by the import- 
ing country). 1 would also need to pay 
for the issuance of the certificate of ori- 
gin, phytosanitary certification, com- 
munity pot, and documentary stamps. 

Whew! All that, and 1 haven't even 
‘mentioned freight cost yet! How about 
how long it takes to accomplish all 
those requirements? 

Going back to much-needed develop- 
ments in the CIQS effort, as the story 
goes, after that historic SOM in 1996, 
the Asian financial crisis followed, ef- 
fectively putting the BIMP-Eaga (and of 
course, the CIQS initiative) on hold. 

1n 2000, the Mindanao Economic De- 
velopment Council (MEDCo)—the gov- 
ernment agency mandated to act as co- 
ordinating body for the BIMP-Eaga in 


the Philippines—resumed working to- 
ward CIQS harmonization. A Min- 
danao-Palawan consultation was con- 
ducted, in order to gather current con- 
cerns and issues. 

Later, asa first step toward the stream- 
lining process, the MEDCo published the 
first Philippine CIQS primer. The primer 
was seen as a good thing by the private 
sector in the Philippine-Eaga, as well as 

countries, as it provided 


documentary requirements, and fees 
necessary to do business in our country 
You can also access the primer in the Web 
Qutp://wervcmedo.govph). This docu- 
ment enabled the different government 
agencies concerned to see areas where 
they could possibly merge procedures 
and avoid duplication. 

‘Davao City was again instrumental in 
the CIQS initiative when in 2001, it. 
hosted the first BIMP-Eaga CIOS confer- 
ence. This enabled representatives 
from the concerned government agen- 
cies all over the Eaga to discuss CIQ: 
sues and concerns between and among 
the member countries, and identify pri- 
ority CIOS RRPs for reforms. 

Tam sure that Filipino enterprises do- 
ing business in the Eaga have benefited 
from what has been achieved so far. Un- 
fortunately the harmonization effort has 
not been moving as rapidly as we hoped. 

Overall, as far as the Philippine gov- 
ernment is concerned, it is still at the 
streamlining stage. Since regulatory re- 
forms are mainly legislated or are de- 


cided upon at the national level, the 
streamlining process is slow. Also, our 
Eaga counterparts have yet to come up 
with the same measures our country 
has come up with. 

Since it is the private sector that will 
eventually benefit from this undertak- 
ing, we have decided to do our part. 
Last March 11, the East Asean Business 
Council, which is the private sector rep- 
resentative of the BIMP-Eaga, met to 
discuss its forthcoming plans, particu- 
larly those that deal with BIMP-Eaga 
CIQS harmonization. 

The EABC members aim to see how 
far their respective governments have 
gone, make recommendations, and acti- 
vate mechanisms to institute the needed 
changes. One way by which the EABC 
may accomplish this is through the cre- 
ation of as many cross-border task forces. 
as possible, rationalizing RRPs at the lo- 
cal level. Policy recommendations and 
advocacy will also be done. Another fea- 
sible project is to facilitate the creation 
of one-stop processing centers so that 
exporters need not go to different offices. 
to fulfill shipping requirements. 

Tam sure that our friends in the gov- 
ernment will welcome our involve- 
ment, no matter that the CIQS falls 
within the realm of public policy, The 
ultimate goal, after all, is fostering 
greater trade, tourism, and investments 
in the BIMP-Eaga. Simply put: business. 

(Ms Bian is the chair of the Mindanao 
Business Council and the vice chair of the 
East Asean Business Council) 
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of payment position in April === j; 
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By Doris C. Dumlao forrecent revisions in the govern- The National Statistics Office BOP surplus recorded for 2002. ausvoiten dani Lina 
ment's import data. acknowledged it largely underes- “That will remain the same. Sevay bameg > ES] 
THE BANGKO Sentral ng Pilipinas “We will review that (BOP tar- timated the volume of raw mate- What will be revised will be the Unon Sank oiin Phi | & * 200 
said yesterday it was expecting a get together with the revised im- rial imports for the key electron- breakdown of the BOR” Tetangco festa ie Pasar a4 285,000 
‘Much better” balance of payment port number for 2002,” Tetangco ics sector for the past three years. said. “The bottom line will re. Narone fragai con. des ue 5n 
position in April following a $557- said. Ik then revised upward the main the same because that is S Uie hiami Sev. 10d 1050, 
million deficit in March. On Tuesday the government country’s 2002 imports by 5.5 based on the change in interna- COMMENGIAL & NDUSTRLAL 
uos howe briefing, acting BSP revised its trade figures for the percent to $35.427 billion and tional reserves where thereisno  jesCoumémmtop th ig 1478 
Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. last three years following statisti- exports upward by 0.38 percent change.” Asked whether the == Network 
eo nounced that the central cal discrepancies, saying the to$35.201 billion from figuresis- Philippines might end up witha B29 Tecomine = 
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the constitutional requirements of Commissioner Guillermo Commercial banks, thrift Asian Teminasinc 
A THRIFT bank has asked the  equitzblenessandprogressiveness Parayno to appear before the banks and rural banks have op- itt Contains emo 
court to stop the Department of and does not adhere with the goal court as the case will be raffled posed the implementation of the ede ation Co A ene 
Finance and the Bureau of Inter- of the national economy.” tomorrow at 2 p.m. VAT on financial institutions on CONSTRUCTION 4 OTHER RELATED PRODUCTS 
nal Revenue from implementing The bank has asked the court “Hopefully we will have the grounds that it would lead to a prp Mana Aa A 
the value-added tax on financial to issue an order to prevent the TRO by Friday,” Real Bank presi- 10-percent increase in the inter- Union Cement Corp. 07 07 07 
institutions. Department of Finance and Bu- dent Reynaldo Sarmiento saidin est payments of borrowers, a de- Asie iktor. Fono prvenac g amie Td 

Real Bank Inc. said in a petition reau of Internal Revenue from aninterview yesterday. cline in lending and increase in — Joltheefooós Corp. 

filed with the Quezon City Region- implementing the VAL ‘Sarmiento said that it was ur- loan defaults. ee 
al Trial Court that the VAT on fi- Executive Judge Catral Men- gent thatthe TRO be issued asthe The banks have instead asked  SenMiquel Corp. A 
diei nas was unconsti doza of QC RTC Branch 219 in- BIR has required financialinstitu- for the permanent implementa- Gavers fas Cop 
tutional because “it violates due stead summoned Finance Secre- tions to: submit the VATreturnson tion of the gross receipts tax. Vitanich Com. 
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DRA $ VICTORIAS Milling Co. yesterday Victorias accounts for approxi- 


p ^Y reported that its earnings before mately 13 percent of raw sugar 


interest tex depreciation and and 31 percent of refined sugar 
CRUS = | amortization rose 11 percent to production in the Philippines. 

Foopss' P50 million in the fust half ofits Victorias also recently got a 
Z E 

The Seventh International Exposition on The Third Intemational Exposition on © [ op year covering September boost with a P300-million loan 

“The Seventh International Food ‘Spactley Foods, Deltcutenen, Confectionary, Foodservice, Catering Systems, Supplies, last year to February thisyear. from tobacco magnate Lucio 

Fronchilog and Business Systems Exposition Beverages, Beers, Wines d Spirits Equipment and Technology Victorias president Artur Tan's Tanduay Holdings Inc. at a 

Aguilar reported that during the very low interest rate. 

period under review, raw sugar — The loan is convertible into a 

03 - 06 SEPTEMBER 2003 B [ production rose 7 percent to 3.5 16-percent equity into the com- 

World Trade Center Metro Manila Million bags, while refined sugar pany by the third year and repre- 


Philippines production soared 26 percent to sents compliance with the sugar 
3.5 million bags. mill's second rehabilitation plan. 
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Philippine Intemabona Convention Center, Congress. Bechtel said it would policy of President Bush. 

CCP Complex. Roras Bi. ^^ Mess: subcontract work in all areas of — Roxas noted that Iraq was among 

Pasay City 1307, Philippines the capital construction contract. _ the first countries in the Middle East 

Tel. Nos.: (632) 834-0085 to 86 « 833-7116. Roxas expressed confidence where Filipino workers were de- 

(622) 835-1057 + 581-7920 that the Philippines would get a ployed for the constuction of ol and 
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CREATIVE MARKETING: 
New Markets, New Rules, New Strategies 
The Westin Philippine Plaza * May 28 to 29, 2003 
The 34" PMA National Marketing Conference promises to be a bigger event this year as it focuses on the critical role of Creative Marketing in our 


society where change is happening at a very rapid and constant pace. We have convened experts in the field of marketing to impart knowledge, 
experiences, and skills beneficial to the business, government and civil society sectors. Do not miss this unique opportunity of learning from the masters. 


Opering Ceremonies 
Keynote Address Senator Ramon B. Magsaysay, Jr 
Senate of the Philippines 


Sesion: Filipino Marketing Side 
Understanding Why Filipino Consumers Behave the Way They Behave 
Figuring out the reasons behind the Filipina's demeanor in the market arena 
is essential. Learn it from a historians point of view. 
Dr, Landa F: Jocano 
Executive Director, PUNLAD Research House, Inc. 


Insight Marketing: Knowing What Your Customers Want 

Being one step ahead of your consumers is a big factor in developing new 
concepts. Gain mastery in consumer psychology from the expert 

Ms. Judy Qua, 

Psychologist Mind Trainor, Siva Method 


Relationship Marketing: 

High-tech and High Touch Approaches in Building Customer Loyalty 

Veer away from the traditional methods of keeping the loyalty of your clients. 
Learn new techniques as we touch on different approaches with one of the 
operis in the industry. 


Session 3: 


Mr Dioscoro L Garing 
Founder ond President, Solesmen Center 


Session 4: Imaginative Marketing: Advertising that Delivers Results 

Creativity begins with imagination. Discover new concepts and aim to become 
the leader in innovation and ingenuity 

Mr Dove Guerrero 

Choirman, BBDO Guerrero Ortego 


Session 5: Advocacy Marketing: Business-Government-Civl Society Partnership 

The convergence of ideas from the business, government and civil society 
secto is vital to nation-building. Listen to leading authorities in these matters 
as they speak on how this meeting of minds creates a big impact to 

our economy. 

Sec. Bayani Femando* 

Cabinet Secretar 

Department of Public Works & Highways. 


Sec Luisito Lorenzo" 
Cobinet Secretary Department of Agriculture 


Regular (April 1 to May 27) 
On-site (May 28 to May 29) 
Academe 


P7,500 
P9,500 
P3,500 


Special Package: 10 registered participants plus 1 FREE 


EBay Irel 


Session 1: 


Session 2: 


Channel Marketing: Discovering New Opportunities for Growth 

Looking for fresh concepts and avenues for expansion and development? 
Get some tips on how to stumble on gold mines from an expert. 

Me Tomas B. Lopez, Je 

Professor, Asian Institute of Management (AIM) 


Trade Marketing: Outsourcing New Business Opportunities 

The search for new opportunities isa never-ending tory. Listen as we traverse 
the journey of one of the leading names in the industry. 

Me Joy Bernardo d 

President & CEO, JAD Group of Companies 


+ Sizzling Marketing Promotions: Hot Button Strategies that Work 


Session 4: 


Session $ 


Session 6 


Session 7 


Find out how to creatively spread the word around about your products and 
services. Gather around two visionaries and learn from their experiences, 


Mc Pedro N. Dy-Liaco* 
SVP-Directorfor Communication 
Nestlé Philippines, Inc. 


Me Jan-Willem Adrian 
Regional Marketing and Product Development Manager 
Spring [Reshaping Gobo! Moi 


Predictive Marketing: Data Mining to Optimize Results 

Appreciate the importance of knowing more and discover the results of being 
‘one step ahcad of your colleagues. 

Mt Jose Romon G Albert, Ph.D. 

Statistician V & Chief, Research Division 

Statistical Resources & Training Center (STC) 


Enhancing Profitability: 

Managing Emergent Products in an Emergent Marketplace 

With the market scenario becoming unpredictable every minute, there is an 
urgent call for fresh strategies to cope with the times. Listen to the marketing 
genius on leading consumer products. 

Mr Genaro V. tapez" 

President, Coca-Cola Bottlers [Phils Inc. 


The Consummate Marketer: Moving Towards Excellence 

‘Strive towards the call of being theultimate marketer, perfecting the methods 
and strategies of marketing. Hear it from one of the respected marketing gurus 
of the country. 


Mr Howard Belton" 
President, Unilever 
The Creative Marketer: Where Do You Go From Here? 


Mr Henry S Tenedero 
President, Center for Teaching & Learning Styles 


"To be confirmed. 


Please make all checks payable to PHILIPPINE MARKETING ASSOCIATION, INC. For inquiries, visit Unit 2414 Cityland Condominium 10 Tower 1, 
6815 Ayala Avenue, Makati City or call 893-5032, 893-8099, 892-3144, 892-0979, 813-0466; or Fax 892-3261; Email: pma@philonline.com 


me PHILIPPINE MARKETING ASSOCIATION, INC. 
Host to the 2004 Global Marketing Conference 


FNASPAG  coNliCk (NE 


spring? 


INSERM EIR tp eR SEIU EM PIO REED aevo n 


For BMW,. 


the journey continues 
even on uncertain roads, 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23, 2003 


BSP to ease 
grip on local 
money supply 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


WITH the economic risks created by the US- 
led war in Iraq petering out, the Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas said yesterday it was ready to 
loosen its grip on domestic money supply 
should demand for credit expand. 

Acting BSP Governor Amando Tetangco 
told reporters yesterday the central bank was. 
checking whether there was enough liquidity 
in the system to fuel growth. 

“We think we have adequate liquidity right 
now, but we will continue to follow this and 
see if there is any up-tick in demand for cred- 
it," Tetangco said. 

He said the central bank, even at the height 
of uncertainties in the Middle Fast, kept a 
neutral stance on its key overnight rates. 

Instead of raising its rates, the BSP removed 
the tiering system on bank placements and in- 
creased the liquid reserve requirement by a 
percentage point to mop excess liquidity that 
was being used to speculate against the peso. 

‘The overnight borrowing and lending rates 
were kept at 7 percent and 9.25 percent. 

On the other hand, the BSP removed start- 
ing last March 20 the three-tiered system for 
banks’ placements with it. 

The overnight reverse repurchase transac- 
tions with the BSP are now being accepted at 
a flat rate of 7 percent in lieu of a tiering sys- 
tem, while term RRPs and special deposit ac- 
counts are being paid the published rates for 
corresponding maturities at a certain spread 
over the overnight RRP rate. 


DISCLOSURES 


FELIPE Yap, Bryan Yap, Eduardo Alvarez, 
Artemio Disini, Cielito Habito, Teresita Turla and 
Cresencio Yap have been elected directors of 
Lepanto Consolidated Mining Co. John Fair- 
field and Wilfrido Tecson were elected indepen- 
dent directors. 

SPI Technologies Inc. will hold its annual 
stockholders’ meeting on May 30, 2 p.m., at the. 
McKinley Room of the Manila Polo Club. 
Record date is April 30 

THE ANNUAL stockholders’ meeting of the 
Philippine National Bank is set on May 27, 8 
am. at the Century Park Hotel in Manila 
Record date is April 28. 

CHINA Banking Corp. will hold its annual 
stockholders’ meeting on May 15, 4 p.m., at the. 
penthouse of the China Banking Corp. Building 
in Makati. 

CROWN Equities Inc. will hold its annual stock- 
holders’ meeting on May 25, 4 p.m., at the Uni- 
versal Leisure Club, Equitable Bank Tower. 
Makati. 

BASIC Consolidated Inc. will hold its annual 
stockholders’ meeting on May 30 at the Manila 
Elks Club, Makati 

THE ANNUAL stockholders meeting of 
Seafront Resources Corp. has been set on May 
27, 2 p.m., instead of May 21. It will be held at 
Tower 2 of RCBC Plaza, Makati. 

CITYLAND Development Corp. will hold its an- 
nual stockholders’ meeting on June 3. Record 
date is May 4. 

JOLLIBEE Foods Corp. has sold 138,600 
shares at P16.75 each. The shares were taken 
from the company's treasury shares. This 
brings the number of Jollibee treasury shares 
to 47,226,544. 

PHILIPPINE Estates Corp. has said it will be 
unable to hold its annual stockholders’ meeting 
as set in its by-laws. Its external auditors are 
still auditing its financial statements. 

METRO Alliance Holdings & Equities Corp. 
has announced the resignation of Renato Per 
onilla as a director effective April 10. 

THE ANNUAL stockholders’ meeting of A. 
Brown Co. Ine. is set on June 27, 2 p.m., at the 
Xavier Sports and Country Club in Cagayan de 
Oro City. 

ASIAN Terminals Inc. will hold its annual 
stockholders’ meeting on May 27. Complled by 
Armin Adina, PDI Research 
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When BMW Philippines started in Manila, it was met by an unstable economy. But BMW continued to operate, doubled its efforts and posted record sales in the 
1st year! Today BMW celebrates its 2nd anniversary in the midst of a major international conflict and a worldwide health scare. But they're as determined as ever 


to keep on going whatever roads lie ahead. Congratulations to BMW PI 


lippines on its 2nd anniversary! From Prestige Cars Makati. An authorised BMW dealer. 
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Trade dep't shuts doors on new 
private emission testing centers 


C. Cabacungan Jr. 


‘THE DEPARTMENT of Trade and 
Industry has temporarily shut its 
doors on new private emission 
testing centers in Metro Manila to. 
t cutthroat competition 
among exsing franchise holders 
‘Trade Secretary Manuel Roxas 
IL also ordered the suspension of 
17 emission testing centers caught 


operating 


without DTI accreditation and 
canceled the license of one center 


franchise area. 

Roxas said there were 58 emis- 
sion testing centers accredited to 
operate in the National Capital Re- 
glon, more than enough to accom- 
modate all vehicles in the area. 

“We would like to protect those 
who have already invested in this 


outside its designated. 
said. 


ators who have 


undertaking by preventing cut- 
throat competition due to the sat- 
uration of the market," 


The moratorium and clamp- 
down on emission testing centers 
are expected to mollify irate oper- 
complained 
about the flurry of licenses com- 
ing out in the past few months 
that have saturated the market. 


‘The cutthroat competition has 
put in peril millions worth of in- 
vestments—each lane is worth 
P1.5 million—made by emission 
testing center operators lured in- 
to the business after the trade de- 
partment promised to protect 
their interest by limiting the num- 
ber of emission testing center op- 
erators to a single testing lane for 
every 15,000 registered vehicles. 


Roxas 


BIR set to probe 11,000 firms violating labor laws 


THE BUREAU of Internal Rev- 
enue said yesterday it would look 
into the tax compliance of nearly 
11,000 firms found violating the 
country's labor laws. 

“(Senate Majority Leader 
Loren Legarda's) hint that these 


firms could also be violating not 
only labor but also tax laws was 
a good observation, and 1 don't 
see any reason why the BIR 
would not go after them if they 
have really committed tax viola- 
tions," BIR Deputy Commission- 


interview. 


tax obligations, 


PPA seen saving P24M by ending 


N. Harbor water 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE PHILIPPINE Ports Authority said yester- 
day it would save as much as P24 million by 
pre-terminating its North Harbor water distri- 
bution contract with Blue Crown Marine and 
Hydro Services Inc. 

Blue Crown sued the PPA in July 1999 for 
failing to deliver 150,000 cubic meters of wa- 
tera month as stated in its contract. 

‘The delayed turnover of the water distribu- 
tion system also cost Blue Crown around 
P10.1 million in pre-operating expenses. 

“If we don't agree to pre-terminate the 
contract, the cost of damages would further 
bloat, and we may not be able to take ad- 
vantage of the waivers on the up-front mon- 
ey as well as the interest earnings,” PPA gen- 
eral manager Alfonso Cusi said in a state- 
ment. 

“The more we forestall the termination of the. 
contract,” he added, “the more interest and cost 


‘Cadang-cadang’ 


distribution deal 


damages we need to pay in the future.” 

Under a proposed settlement agreement, 
the PPA will pay Blue Crown P44.18 million 
representing the minimum potential income 
ofthe contractor for the 15-year contract that 
began in 1998. 

This amount excluded the P10 million in 
up-front payment made by the contractor to 
the PPA and the P4.6 million in interest earn- 
ings from that up-front payment. 

‘This serves as the full and final settlement 
of the case for the pre-termination of the wa- 
ter contract, 

‘The Office of the Government Corporate 
Counsel recently endorsed the proposed set- 
tiement. 

Government Corporate Counsel Manuel 
Techankee said in an opinion dated March 6 
that the settlement agreement provided a 
waiver on the P10-million up-front money as 
well as the P4.64 million in interest earnings 
on this payment, 


pest infestation 


hits coconut farms in Quezon 


LUCENA CITY—Pests are threatening Que- 
zon province's coconut farms and its potential 
as one of Taiwan's major sources of fresh 
buko, Philippine Coconut Authority adminis- 
trator Danilo Coronacion has warned. 

Coronacion said the “cadang-cadang” pest 
infestation originated in Bicol and had been 
detected in several coconut plantations in the 
island town of Jomalig in northern Quezon. 

‘Coconut trees in the infected areas have al- 
ready been “quarantined” by local PCA field 
‘workers to contain the infestation, he said. 

Coronacion declined to estimate the dam- 
age caused by the infestation. 

‘According to PCA reports, there are also 
some provinces in Luzon and the Visayas that 
are affected by cadang-cadang in varying de- 
grees. 

‘The rate of spread, however, is insignificant 
atonly 0.5 kilometer a year. 


Local execs press 


ILIGAN CITY—The city government here is 
pressing the National Steel Corp. to settle 
over P655 million worth of back-taxes, 

Huge losses of up to P16 billion forced the 
NSC to shut down in 1999, dealing Iligan City 
and Mindanao huge economic losses in terms 
of production of downstream industries and 
lost employment opportunities. The NSC had 
2,000 employees when it closed down. 

Government liquidators have since admin- 
istered the NSC's properties, while the gov- 
ernment pursues talks to resurrect the firm. 

City treasurer Ernesto Balat has informed 
liquidators that the NSC owes the Iligan city 
government some P655 million in real es- 
tate taxes, interest and penalties dating 


Cadang-cadang is a lethal disease among 
palm trees 

"There's no cure except to cut the coconut. 
trees in the area," Coronacion told members 
of the Interim Quezon Provincial Coconut De- 
velopment Council. 

“All the coco lumber that has been landing at 
the port of Mauban came from the area. There's 
no cause for alarm of illegal coconut tree cut 
ting,” he also assured members of the council. 

Coronacion expressed concern that the co- 
conut infestation in Quezon would affect the 
province's chance of regaining its foothold as a 
major source of fresh buko exports to Taiwan. 

He has expressed apprehension that 
Cavite, Batangas and Laguna may not cope 
with the volume of the order once the lucra- 
tive fresh buko trade between Taiwan and the. 
Philippines resumes. Delfin T Mallari Jr, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


NSC to pay debts 


back to 1999. 

In an interview, Balat said the collectible 
prompted the city council to pass two reso- 
lutions, one ordering the City Assessor's OF 
fice to assess the NSC's property tax delin- 
quency, and another authorizing Mayor 
Franklin Quijano to participate in any nego- 
tiation for the rehabilitation and reopening 
of the NSC, 

In his letter to NSC liquidator Danilo Con- 
cepcion, Balat said the city government 
would take measures to collect the NSC's 
debts, including the issuance of a warrant of 
levy and notice of levy on the firm's proper- 
ties. — Christine Godinez-Ortega, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau 


ee — à 


er Licerio Evangelista said in an 


Legarda has asked the BIR to 
investigate whether the firms 
found violating the country's la- 
bor laws were also skirting their 


‘The senator urged the Depart- 
ment of Labor and Employment 
to submit to the BIR a list of com- 
panies violating the country’s la- 
bor laws so that the BIR could au- 
dit their tax declarations. 

Michelle V Remo 


ATTENTION: ECS Desknote patrons 
in fetetones tothe ECS Desknole ond Epson C41Ux 
uncia od which Oppecred tos! Aor 212003 at Ie 
Business Section of PO, we would Ike o clo thot 
the price ol 229,950 indicated therein Is [or out 
sioner package which includes c 10 G8 HDO 
Ingleod ol 20 G8 HDD, Please ask your decer for 
boner poctages cvotable ond tha conesponding 
Dices pror lo purchose, 

We apologze (or Ine confusion thal Ine od moy 
have brought bout. Nevertheless, we thank vou for 
Your continued poranoge. 


PERLA INSURANCE 
PERLA COMPAÑIA DE SEGUROS, INC. 
2/F Perla Compañia de Seguros Mansion 
147 Carlos Palanca Street, Legaspi Village, Makati City 
‘Synopsis of Annual Statement| 
'As of 31 December 2002 


ADMITTED ASSETS 
« P 250423,892 40 
50,960,000.00 


29323,565.18. 
1:826,666.68 
140,167.00 
1,1601000.00 
444,062,475.63 
1,895,516.07 
26,499.03, 
247,931.90 
128,805.18. 


Real Esiate... 

Other Loans snas 

Security Fund. 

Other Investments. 

Cash on hand and in Banks 

Premiums Receivable 

Premiums Due From Ceding Companies. 

Premiums Reserve Wilhheld by Ceding Companies. 

Reinsurance Recoverable on Losses .. 

Accrued Investment INCOME ... 

Total Admitted Assots 

ABILITIES 

Losses and Claims Payable ..... 

Loss Adjustment Expenses Payabie 

Reserve for Uneamed Premiums 

Catastrophe Loss Reserve. 

Premiums Due Io Reinsurers -... 

Premiums Reserve Withheld for Reinsurers -. 

‘Commissions Payable.. 

Taxes Payable .... 

Unearned Bond Disco 

Olher Liabilities 


Total Liabilities 


STOCKHOLDERS’ EQUITY 
Capital Stock Paid-Up 
Contributed Surplus 
Special Surplus Funds. 
Fluctuation Reserve - Foreign Exchange 
Retained Earnings 

Total Stockholders’ Equity 


Total Liabilities & Stockholders" 
Equity 


P 1218453080 
- 41854507.00 
4842550512 
64,845.32 
6,562/980.41 
2,602,400.08. 
191247982 
21671,993.05 
121945507 


P 100,000,000.00 
33,000.00 


16,857.069.22 
279,722,340.79 
396,612,10.01 


« P 538409,397.46. 


(This synopsis, prepared from the 2002 Annual Statement, approved by 
the insurance Commissioner is punished pursuant io Seclon 225 of the 
Insurance Code.) 


Presenting an opportunity 


to partner the global leader 


in IT Educational and Training. 


Inviting entrepreneurs, private colleges 
and schools to open NIIT Computer Education Centres 
or collaborate for NIIT@Campus Centres. 


Today, at tho blink of an eye, changes around us ar transforming 


‘our Ives. And it therefore becomes paramount to seize the right 
business opportunity, A global growth araa is Information 
Technology. 

In fact as tachrilogy chongas rapidly, the need for quailty 
IT professionals who aro ready to take on the world becomes 
paramount. Tho training and retaining of computer professionals 
ihoreloto, bacomos a recurring process. 

Resp the benefüs of this vast potential with the help 
on 

A strong International bese: With more then 20 years of 
‘computer education and taking experiance, NIIT ls a diversiled 
global Information technology services company. Having trained 
mora than 2,000,000 students and IT professionals In Indla, South 
East Asia, the Gul, Alia and Latin Amarica: 

‘Ad to hs, the faot that NIT has ono of tha world's largost 
development infrastructure for multimedia based Instructional 
oftware and computar based traning solutions 

Global training of International standards: Our training 
programs ara carefully designed to koop pace with international 
trends In information Technology. That's why NIT students can 


Ie, Gracia Mlorsaoh-eid Ooribvtsr Aasocister 


bo found working In mutational corporations and fe at home around 
the world 

International benchmarks: Innovative tools and techniques 
developed in-house have mado NIT gain acceptance In the 
industry worldwide, This Includes cllents like AT&T, IBM, 


World Bank, Sun el 
NiT&CAMPUS: 
vtique colaborston based on 
screnced cuum between ecuceln | 
mettons end NIT 


Microsystems, 
Hawlott Packard 
and Microsott. 


Tcp NIIT EDUCATION CENTRES: 


(Course otlonngs in IT spanning 
end user courses, career courses 
and advanced IT courses for students, 
professionals and corporates. 


moans that you 
could not have 
asked for a bøttar 
partner then NIT. 
‘We wil provide dolalled business know-how and high quallty 
course curriculum to give you that extra edga. 

Alternativaly, you could lot this profitable opportunity. 


NIIT 


(GLOBAL LEADER IT EDUCATION AND TRAING 


pana you by. 


The Mir joe. raped ot wo rion idera kridwidn « Ranked among the Top 16 T ehi chats 
+ Opargtad in ciet 38 ounid inducing -Ausicla. USA, UK, France, Germany and Jepan. Ono ol the tt 1 
organijalidha iecricdco t mobis the GEI-CMM Leisi 6 Certification « The preferred partner of work losis" ihe: 
‘Students working In organi 


For more detalls, please mal your Name, Designation, Organization/nsttton Information, Location of Interest 
and contact information to arjunshankari 


nill.com or call: (0816)(627-1088), 


——ÓÁÁ (EE 


For your journey, we present our Anniversary Edition cars. 


In commemoration of BMW's 2nd anniversary, we're offering you the Anniversary Edition 316i or a 318i limousine in custom-made specifications, 
including leather seats personalized with your very own initials. Only 5 units will be offered each month, So call toll free 1-800-10-BMW-CARS or 
892 8127 to 29 or text (0917)892 8127 to schedule a visit to our showroom to view this limited offering. From Prestige Cars Makati. Everything BMW. 


Prestige Cars Makati, Inc. 2324 Pasong Tamo Extension, Makati City» Tol Free 1-800-10-BMW-CARS Tel, (02) 892 8127 ta 23 « Far (1) 1167325 « Showroc . hours: Bam to Tian, Monday Sunday 
“Accommodation to our Anniversary Edition wait list Is on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
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Boracay by bus for less 


AUVANLS NIGHT “ 


than P800 and 14 hours 


WHO SAYS Boracay is only for the 
‘rich when one can already get to the 
island for less than P800? 

; Now, one who wishes to spend a 
‘summer vacation in Boracay will only 
'have to prepare P740 to take him to 
ithe island via a convenient bus ride 
ifrom Cubao for just a itle over halfa 
day. 

No need to take a leave-of-absence 
from work on your departure day just 
"to catch the trip, as the bus (Bachelor 
'Express) leaves the Ali Mall Terminal 
at 11 p.m. and proceeds to the Batan- 
igas port for a Ro-ro (roll-on, roll-off) 
Merry trip. 

Aklan Governor Florencio T. Mi- 
iraflores said the new transportation 


Lifestyle's celebration of successful journey New indie 


provides an advantage for tourists. In 
terms of fare, itis cheaper, even com- 
pared to that of the economy-class 
ferry ticket, which is roughly P1,000 
per head, plus the land transportation 
expenses going to the pier. Boracay- 
by-bus also cuts travel time to 14 
hours instead of the regular 17 to 22 
hours. 

Aside from the opportunity to 
enjoy the panoramic sights along 
the way, tourists will also experi- 
ence island hopping as the ferry 
docks in Calapan, Mindoro, then 
Roxas City. They will then be trans- 
ferred to the Roro Maharlika 3 dai- 
ly to reach the newly opened Cati- 
clan 


Jetty Port and Terminal at 1 p.m... 

The same ferry awaits passengers 
at 3 p.m. daily and docks at Calapan 
port for the passengers’ 11:30 p.m. 
trip via Roro Starlite Nautica Daily to 
Batangas. Tourists will be back at the 
Ali Mall Terminal at exactly 4:30 
2m. just in time to prepare for an 8 
a.m. time-in at work. 

Those who wish to bring their cars 
to Caticlan are only charged a fee of 
P1,495, P1,938 for van and PS, 927 
for a 10-wheeler truck/bus. The first 
two passengers of any of the above 
vehicles get free tickets. Spacious and 
secure newly opened Caticlan Jetty 
Port and Terminal awaits tourists go- 
ing to Boracay. 


fF- 3irant ay "À 
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HEAD RECEIVES GOLD QUILL MERIT AWARD 


Ahead Tutorial and Review Center, a relatively 
small and young company, made it big in the 
Gold Quill 2003 Awards of the International As- 
sociation of Business Communicators (IABC) 
Feb. 26. Its marketing communication entry, 
Get Ahead Gimik@Glorietta, was one of the re- 
cipients of the merit award. Ahead has become 
the leading tutorial and review center in the 


"GLOBAL attitudes in health have changed 
‘drastically in the past decade. And as peo- 
"ple become more and more conscious of 
eir body's well being, a plethora of prod- 
futs have been made available in the mar- 
iket. In the Philippines, one company has 
"come to symbolize not only healthy living 
‘but income opportunity as well. 
Lifestyles, through its now famous Intra 
food supplement, pioneered a multi-level 
imarketing scheme that not only promotes 
health but also assures income for many 
‘Filipinos. 
1 Lifestyles journey to the unparalleled 
success it is experiencing today covers 30 
-ountries and transacts in over 15 curren- 


cies worldwide, including the Philippines. 

In thanksgiving for the many triumphs, 
Lifestyles Asia Pacific Philippines recently 
hosted a National Gala at the Manila Ho- 
tel. Highlighted by the exclusive distribu- 
tor launch of the innovative Dream Diet 
Program and the announcement of the 
first international gathering of Lifestyles 
distributors from April 24 to 26 in Toron- 
to, Canada, the event was a resounding 
victory. 

Attended by top-brass international 
Lifestyle management team together with 
the local distributors, the gala night was 
truly a celebration of everyone's success- 


mag out 


WHAT constitutes a good read? 

Angst is ancient. Angry men and women 
should cease from upping the count of the 
“angsty” population. Artsy-fartsy is passé, and 
the world is too small to accommodate indi- 

iduals who have forgotten to be “grounded.” 

What readers need now is some slippery 
substance. How can substantial read be slip- 
pery? 

Moist-the latest independent magazine to 
hit the local shelves dares you to read, be in- 


Philippines. It has been commissioned to re- 
view the students of top high schools for the 
entrance exams of UP, Ateneo, and La Salle 
Ahead was the only small company to receive a 
Gold Quill this year. Shown is president and 
managing director Rossana Llenado receiving 
the Gold Quill Merit Award for Ahead Tutorial 
and Review Center. 


ful journey. 


D B P Development Bank of the Philippines 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The Development Bank of the Pi 
eligibility and to bid for: 


Supply, Installation, Testing, Training and Documentation of Tape Library 
including bundied Backup/restore software 
Approved Budget: Php 4.5MM 
Contract Duration up to July 25, 2003 


ippines is inviting interested suppliers to apply for 


‘Application for eligibility check is open to suppliers registered with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission/Department of Trade and Industry and has been in the 
Information Technology (IT) business for at least three (3) years, and must be at least 
60% Filipino-owned (for partnership and corporations). interested suppliers may secure 
the Eligibility Requirement Form from April 25 to 29, 2003 at the Procurement Services 
Division, 6th Floor, DBP Building, Makati City. Submission of the required eligibility 
documents shall not be later than May 9, 2003 addressed to: 


THE CHAIRMAN 
Bids and Awards Committee (BAC) 
Procurement Services Division/PSM 
GIF, Development Bank of the Philippines 
Sen. Gil J. Puyat Ave. cor. Makati Ave., Makati City 
Fax No. 8151614, E-mail address: procure-psm@devbankphil.com.ph 


The Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) of Executive Order No. 40 s. 2001 will 
be used in the conduct of this Bidding, 


The Bank reserves the right to reject documents which do not comply with the 
requirements. 


For further inquiries, please call Mr. Manuel A. Tagalo at telephone number 8129428. 


Bids and Awards Committee 
anie a 3,200 


(52) Development Bank of the Philippines 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Development Bank cf the Philippines is inviting interested suppliers to apply for 
eligibility and to bid for: 


Supply and Delivery of One Hundred One (101) units - LAN WORKSTATION 


Approved Budget: Php 5.656MM 
Contract Duration up to July 25, 2003 


Application for eligibility check is open to suppliers registered with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission/Department of Trade and Industry and has been in the 
Information Technology (IT) business for at least three (3) years, and must be at least 
60% Filipino-owned (for partnership and corporations). Interested suppliers may secure 
the Eligibility Requirement Form from April 25 to 29, 2003 at the Procurement Services 
Division, 6th Floor, DBP Building, Makati City. Submission of the required eligibility 
documents shall not be later than May 9, 2003 addressed to: 


THE CHAIRMAN 
Bids and Awards Committee (BAC) 
Procurement Services Division/PSM 
GIF, Development Bank of the Philippines 
Sen. Gil J. Puyat Ave. cor, Makati Ave., Makati City 
Fax No. 8151614, E-mail address: procure-psm@devbankphil.com.ph 


The Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) of Executive Order No. 40 s. 2001 will 
be used In the conduct of this Bidding. 


The Bank reserves the right to reject documents which do not comply with the 
requirements. 


For further Inquiries, please call Mr. Manuel A. Tagalo at telephone number 8129428. 


Bids and Awards Committee 
(QDI-Aprl 164 23208) 


formed, get entertained, in the process “whet 
your mind with words". If you've heard of 
Such promises already, Moist is the fulfillment 
fit, the magazine definition of a good read. 

Moist is composed of five sections: “Sym- 
bols & Metaphors”, for the literature section 
to be edited by Dr. Cirilo F Bautista (Palanca 
Hall of Fame member, Centennial Literary 
awardee, and one of the country's foremost 
poets and critics), “Pananagutan”, for social 
advocacy, “Eggheadentertainment” for the 
movies, music and arts section, “Project: Soul 
Trade” for the consumerism section, and *G- 
spot” for gender and relationships. 

Add to that the various columns, articles 
and essays that cater to the target audience of 
Moist, which is the 18 to 30 years old-stu- 
dents, musicians, writers, slackers, even tat- 
too artists. 

The maiden issue of Moist is sold at P75 
and is available in magazine stands, major 
bookstores and curio shops. 

For inquiries, call 0917-7342163 or 0918- 
5572354. 


Over 5,700 
new geodetic 
engineers 


MORE than 5,700 junior geodetic engineers 
registered with the Professional Regulation 
Commission will be upgraded to geodetic 
engineers. This would be the result of the 
signing into law by President Gloria Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo of what was otherwise known 
as Republic Act 9200. An amended law or 
RA 8560, this law takes effect 15 days fol- 
lowing its publication in major daily news- 
papers. This was announced by engineer El- 
dred P Tumbocon, president of the Associa- 
tion of Junior Geodetic Engineers of the 
Philippines (Ajgep Inc.). 

Engineer Reynaldo A. Carpio, Ajgep 
area chair, said the amendment provides 
the automatic registration without exami- 
nation of all incumbent junior geodetic 
engineers to geodetic engineers, with cer- 
tain provisions that they should have been 
in active practice for three years and shall 
have filed their application for upgrading 
within a prescribed period of three years 
upon effect of this Act. Accordingly, the 
examination for junior geodetic engineers 
shall cease to be conducted by virtue of 
this Act. However, all existing duly regis- 
tered geodetic engineers may still contin- 
ue to practice until their new license has 
been acted upon. 

According to engineer Jeannete Co, 
Ajgep vice president, during the joint spe- 
cial meeting of the Ajgep and the Society 
of Filipino Geodetic Engineers (SFGE) at 
‘Quezon Memorial Circle April 1, Ms Maca- 
pagal signed the amendment into law to 
correct a legal infirmity and to give justice 
to all registered junior geodetic engineers 
who were deprived of the practice of their 
profession due to a provision of Republic 
Act 8560. 

Dr. Anselmo Almazan, president of the 
SFGE and considered a consistent sup- 
porter of junior geodetic engineers, added 
that with the passage of RA 9200, the new- 
ly upgraded geodetic engineers will com- 
plement their elder brothers in achieving 
greater heights in the profession. 


GMA LAUDS PNB PROJECT 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
looks on as a lady speaks via a com- 
puter with videoconferencing capabil- 
ity to her Kuwait-based OFW relative, 
courtesy of Philippine National Bank's. 
PNB Tele-Ugnayan: Rapid Connect sa 
Middie East. The Chief Executive visit- 
ed the videoconferencing facility in- 
stalled by PNB at the ground floor of 


ministration (Owwa) headquarters 
along FB Harrison Street, Pasay City 
and talked to Philippine Ambassador 
to Kuwait Bayani Mangibin and OFWs 
via the facility. PNB initiated the pro- 
ject in cooperation with Owwa, Globe 
Telecom and Touch Mobile to help. 
families get in touch with loved ones 
in the Middle East during the US-Iraq 


the Overseas Workers Welfare Ad- 


COMPUFIX LAUNCHES COMMZGATE 

Compufix recently launched CommzGate SMS Application Server at the 
Makati Shangri-La Hotel March 14. CommzGate enables companies to cre- 
ate their own mobile business network via text/SMS messaging. Interested 
‘companies can now avail themselves of CommzGate through Computix 
Inc.'s wide network of channel partners. 


Ateneo-La Salie golf prize — ., Clips 
SUMMER heats up asthe decades-old rivalry between p: 
Ateneo and La Salle flares up again, this time at the golf 

course at the 3rd Annual Ateneo-La Salle Golf Classic, exclu- 

Sively presented by the Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. 

(PLDT) on April 24 and 25 in Cebu City. A brand new Isuzu Fuego pick-up will 
be up for grabs as a prize for a hole-in-one at any of the nine par-3 holes at the 
‘Na Vista Gof Club and Cebu Country Club during the two-day tournament. In 
addition, a Skygo streetbike (150 cc) wil also be given away to any eagle scored 
ina par-4 hole. If no eagle is scored, the Skygo will be raffled off among tourna- 
ment participants along with a generous slew of other prizes: five units of 25- 
inch color TVs, Nike golf equipment from Pacsports and complimentary gift 
certificates from Cebu City Marriott Hotel and Plantation Bay Resort and Hotel. 
‘Tournament participation is ited to 250 entries. Students and alumni of both 
schools ae eligible to join. Interested participants from all over the Philippines 
may register through the Ateneo Alumni Association of Cebu by calling Maritez 
at (032) 231-3560 during ofice hours. 


Grand Lodge Ancom 2003 

THE ANNUAL Communication (Ancom) of the Grand Lodge of the Philip- 
pines scheduled from April 24 to 26 has been transferred to Manila from 
‘Davao City. All activities during the Ancom will be held at the Plaridel Ma- 
sonic Temple, 1440 San Marcelino Street, Ermita, Manila, The transfer of 
venue would be for the best interest of the welfare of the delegates to the 
Ancom and the Freemasonry. MW Eugenio S. Labitora, grand master of 
Masons in the Philippines, has so ordered. 


AMI Corporate Games 2003 

THE ASSOCIATION of Makati Industries Inc. wil launch its AMI Corporate 
Games 2003 with the AMI-Rogin E 5-km fitness run on Saturday, April 26 at 
5:30 a.m. The venue is from Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue (in front of Telecoms. 
Plaza) to Paseo de Roxas, Makati Avenue, Pasay Road, Paseo de Roxas, Ay- 
ala Avenue back to Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City. The AMI Corporate 
Games runs year long, with events including the Executive Gol Challenge. 
{Manila Got & Country Club on May 30), Darts Tournament (June), Basket- 
 ball/Volleyball Tournaments (July to August 2003) and Bowling Tournament 
(September to October 2003). 


Free movies in Dunkin Promo 

CUSTOMERS of selected Dunkin Donuts outlets in Metro Manila and Cebu 
have won free premiere tickets to the adventure movie "X-Men 2 and other 
goodies such as donuts, softdrinks, munchkins and coffes via the Pick-A- 
Prize promo which concluded April 19. The blockbuster movie will have Its 
premiere night on April 24, 7:30 p.m. at Cinema 10 of SM Megamall and 
April 26 at SM Cebu. 
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weesmsmo» PEOPLEG/VWVORK .... LH 
New TV program for workforce launched 


“EVERY qualified Filipino hasa job seekers and employers. Tita 8. The launch was well represent- scarce resources and the brain 
job that enables him or her to Datu Puangco, columnist of ed by both media and advertising drain. 

live with dignity, a country with Philippine Daily Inquirer's Peo- agencies including Philippine She pointed out that if the cur- 

zero unemployment, andaglob- ple at Work and president of Daily Inquirer, “People at Worksa rent trends continue, by the year 

ally competitive workforce.” Ancilla Enterprise Develop- DZRH,” People in Jobs, Inc. and 2030, our children will experi- 

This is the vision of “Work- ment Consulting, hosts the pro- Smart Communications. ence far worse conditions than 

force.” gram. During the launch, Puangco what we have today like a popu- 

"Workforce" is a 30-minute Its pilot episode aired last shared some dismal labor statis- lation of 160 million-of which 70 

television program on RPN-9 March 9 and was formally tics that showed that there are 3. to 90 million (equivalent to our 

aired every Sunday at 2 p. m. launched tothe media and adver- million Filipinos who are unem- current population) will live be- 

that serves as a venue for both  tising agencies last Tuesday, April ployed or under- lowthe poverty line. She also pre- 

employed and dicted that unless appropriate 

700,000 new programs are put into place, in 

graduates who the future, we may be competing 

are currently not against Thailand or Vietnam 

seeking employ- but against Bangladesh and that 

ment. Inaddition, we will be the most corrupt na- 


she also men- tion in Asia if not the world-we i 

tioned that a are already ranked number 11 by 

number of gradu- Transparency International. e 
Ys 


ates since 2001  Puangco emphasizes, "The 
have not yet been signs are clear Our nation is 
employed up-to headed towards an irreversible 
the present. She path of economic decline and 
also says that moral decadence and we can not 
there is a mis- rely on government alone to do 
match between the turnaround job!” 
available man- In this backdrop, "Workforce" 
power and avail- was conceptualized to bridge the 
able jobs due to gap between job seekers and 
inadequate na- headhunters and tackle the issues 
tional manpower of finding, retaining, and doing 

PUANGCO during the launching of “Workforce” DECIDE UD NIU EE 


Successful... «— 


way "How you're perceived by kept them afloat and encouraged being on his own, of being his systems.comuph. Career Systems 
management can make a differ- them to persist while a number of own boss someday. He imagined Inc. invites the public to their 20th. 
ence in your rise or fall in the companies foundered during two doing it when he got tired of the year anniversary celebration at the 
company. Whether it’s realornot, critical periods: in 1986 and corporate life. “I did not realize People at Work Live! Seminar Se- 
you're stuck with that percep- again, in 1997.“Whatkeepsusgo- until later that my prayers had ries on Career Development Strate- 
tion.” ing is the conviction that the work been answered and that the Lord gies on May 27, 28, and 29, 2003. 
Identifying who he was and we do is fulfilling our mission in had led me to where I wanted to CEOs of top corporations and CSI 
what he wanted was a major cri- life," explains Santamaria, adding be,” he remarks. “I believe Ihave consultants will share their exper- 
sis in Santamaria's development thatthe sense of mission heshares achieved something worthwhile tise and experiences from 5:30 
as a corporate man. "I was deter- with his wife isthe underiyingrea- for God, for man, for my country p.m. to 8:30 p.m. each day at the 
mined to grow and move up. Ial- son for everything they do. and for myself” Santiago Hall, Equitable PCI Bank 
ways did mybest.Insales,Imade Long before he thought ofjoin- (For more information on CSI, Tower 1, Makati Ave., Makati City. 
sure | was ahead. I set goals for ing CSI, Santamaria dreamed of visit their web site at www.career- For inquiries, call 935-6678.) 


myself When I had 
achieved a certain 
level, 1 made sure I à 
moved higher. Every 100 hours online, on us. 
opportunity became 

a challenge,” says Do more and create more with the HP Allinone. Because 


Santamaria. His ca- 
reer peaked in the Ac Cl | rate from March 1 to April 30, 2003, every purchase of an 
80s but retirement . HP PSC 750 Allincone, HP PSC 2110, HP PSC 2210, 


soon followed. 


c itch HP PSC 1210, HP Officejet 5110 or on HP Officejet 
areer switc 
His one regret, 6110 printer gets you a FREE PACIFIC INTERNET prepaid 


e 

says Santamaria, is card worth P1,000! That's worth 100 hours online. Now 
that he could have 

moved to another job . you can print, scan, copy, fax” and surf. So hurry, contact 
and earned more. 

There certainly was ar pers your nearest HP dealer now! 

no lack of offers. “I 
was offered a posi- 


tion in another phar- . L 

maceutical firm 

when I was market- æ 

ing manager, But it e 


did not appeal ro me. 
Besides, 1 felt a great 
deal of loyalty for 
Mead Johnson.” 
Moreover, he enjoyed. 
good relations with 
the organization and 
relished the chal- 
lenge of what he was 
doing. 

Consultancy was 
farthest from Santa- 
maria's mind, though 
he immediately saw Wt tenan 
the challenge it pre- 
sented. Exposure to 
training programs 
when he was in mar- 
keting had sparked 
his interest. His expe- 
rience as a student 
leader at the Univer- 
sity of the Philip- 
pines, where he fin- 
ished his Bachelor of 
Arts in Political Sci- 
ence and in Foreign 
Service, had broad- 
ened his perspective. 
He also taught En- 
glish for four years at 
Feati University. 


Service : r i 
Manga Local news comes alive when Cebu Daily News chronicles 


Paasa Diara ke on the events and lives of a fast-changing community. 
vated by a sense of 3 5 s 
service. "les gratify- CDN delivers the kind of news the Visayans want — 


Seer as accurate, fair and hard-hitting. 
were able to help r 
bring about personal Cebu Daily News oracle oniy for HP Oca 5110, HP Oli 6110 ond HP PSC 2210 model 
ARA the most respected regional daily in the Visayas. 1p Reais ABC Conpien 7214960, 7220970 + Ae Mizo Pede 
ransformation. Satair. tanc 781.8245 io aon. 

ing clients i deba Og d Campano So hd] Coble Compute Conor 
Seeing clients im- Dco Den 27 173, DI 678s Colbie Compu Soper 339907 
pos md imme 720 94/3 + Cong Meong he $209 40 op 41, 0931489» Die 
igher positions in 741891 * tanrowold 813-6154, Elecroword Cebu 
the workplace is a 787 to 89, » Falkee Computer System 7273771 : 
me E LIS. lanon os 153 407/9431 NOR Microware Sls 


Et 1092) 2554415, 032] 2545982 * NI Comput: Mon 9272507, 6334090 » 
fulfillment. It is, in for advertising inquies, contact 032-2320033 (Cebu) Feteciye 7131718 + PC Capai 7182026, 7103008 * FC Uis 6314299, 


a 

fact, the driving spir 925.5688 « Prodota 4144336/47, 723-0030 « Sizon Volley 8126734/43 + Tha 
(uen rer 01 895.1510/ 895.1487 (Manila) Compu: Aene 6265515 » Thing ec e. 0321 2842227 + Tol Qvaliy 

ac inion, ca achat 5264303 + Vilman Computer Spem, Inc. 929-0411, 8922222 
ward. "kt goes be- For suhsaipio, cal 032-341 3042 aa e 26503 Vian Conv Si 
yond monetary con- 
siderations,” avers Fr ELIOT SRI SEP EA TESTI ODL Ea Ra E 

7 


Santamaria. Cebu Dally News is aiso distibuted in Bohol, Siquijor, Negros Oriental and Leyte fe NAT Hash ban H2 


Perhaps is what == = 


For moré information, call (632) 867-3557 
or toll-free 1-800-1331-4488 l 
or email ph.contact Q hp.com 
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E ANTHONY'S BLDG. AURORA B vb. QUEZON CITY. 
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SH MEGAMALL, MANDALUYONG CITY. 


Eana, 


Tues fenis 
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PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES. 


PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES. 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


RAPID Tx VD-STD 
Er. SWEAT PIMPLES KELOID 
‘ALLERGY WARTS SKIN PEEL 
18 Annapolis Greenhills 
Call 7276124 - 25 9am-7pm 


We DESIGN & CONSTRUCT 
53374-85 ^ 0020-6148850 


ATTENTION: BANKS, CORPORATE HEADQUARTER 
LOOKING FOR A CANTEEN OPERATOR? 


Our company operates several casual 
dining restaurant ond a catering service from 
more than 12 years. We also have 
experienced in Canteen operations. We can 
provide Filipino, Chinese, Thai and 
international cuisine. 

H you are interested to know more about us, 
please contact: 


CAINTA TOWNHOUSE 
near EVER-Gotesco Cainta 
P600T S/P, ONLY P180T D/P 

P8,750/mo. for 15 years. 
531-1384/0390 + (0920) 904-9632 
www.guevent.com/homes. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23, 2003 


RATES 
P75 per line 
(a prices ete) 


DEADLINES 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 12:00 noon 

Day before publication every Thursday 


P245 per column centimeter 


Republika ng Pilipinas 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT 
Batasan Pambansa Complex, Consiution Hils, Quezon Cily 
Telephone No. 981-8101 to 07 


NEEDED IMMEDIATELY 


The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) has 
received aloan from the Word Bank toward the cost of the Early Childhood 
Development Project and intends to apply a portion of this loan to eligible. 
payments under this contract. 

The ECD Project now invites interested applicants for the Translation. 
and Printing of QUESTION AND ANSWER PRIMER. Applicants must 
have at least 3 to 5 years experience in translating materials into Filipino 
language. 

Interested applicants may submit their Application Letters, Curriculum 
Vitas and sample works to The Director, Administrative Service, 2nd 
Floor, DSWD Central Olfice, Batasan Pambansang Complex, 
Constitution Hills, Quezon City or e-mail at eed.admin@dswd.gov.ph. 
For more details, please contact Ms. Bernadette Rosario S. Aligaon at 
telephone number 951-7440. 

PEEN 


Republ ofthe Phiippines 
Department of Education 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Ground Floor, Rizal Building. DepEd Complex 


Meralco Avenue, Pasig City 
Loan # 1654-PHI 


INVITATION TO BID 


The Republic of the Philppines, through the Department of Education 
(DepEd), has received a loan from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) towards 
the financing of the Secondary Education Development and Improvement 
Project (SEDIP). Part of the loan proceeds is intended for eligible payments in 
the proposed Renovation of the Instructional Materials Council Secretariat 
(MC'S) Office, covering Rooms 501. 502, 503, 504, 505 and 506 including 
the existing toets at the Sth Fioor, Mabini Building, DepEd Complex, Meralco 
Avenuo, Pasig City. 

Bidding is open to all Philippine Contractors Accreditation Board (PCAB) 
registered contractors or joint venture contractors with valid PCAB license. 

‘Scope of works includes, 1) rehabilitation of flooring: 8) repair/mprovement 
of ceiling board and partitions: i) replacement of doors and jambs, Iv) repair of 
windows; v) repalrimprovemeni of comfort rooms; vi) painting works: and vi 
electrical works. 

‘Bidders may obtain futher information and acquire the bidding documents 
from: 


Michael at D.T. Food Corp. 
633-9034 or 09176484929 


HOUSEHOLD 1085 


185 Fast Car Len 782578 


AROMATHERAPY & SPA 
WORKSHOP / SESSION 
MAY 3 SAT 1-5 PM 
8956051 L2011 / 8971832 


E 


155 Gurt 400018.57 
38R 13 Ave. Cutao 718-0689 e: 


1.5% Fast Cor Loan sseotea 
Cutan Std Lady 3.5 9124428 Les 


‘HR FastCarLoan 7125202 


‘2 io Taking Car 7262780 
D0000H BOYZ 3233269 


Near Samat Lady 1535-7175 


746-5532 HatBodles M'touch 


€— 
Trusted Cootmti 2006729 See 


mDLsSalle Tan 8992148 


[Why Rent??? Buy Now 2 minTaking Car 7220983 


BOYS TOUCH CALL 688-1499 tmusreo quaLiTy maos wi [Way AUI cy 


— m 


W'some Alles » 633-7361 


LEASE 
ion ORSALE 


'CONDO/TOWNHOUSE. 


75. wloTahing Car 7221021 


WELL TRAINED MAIDS W/ 


NBI, REF. 91294434437847 Th wioTaking Car 2966633 


Homan Touch Ma 
[o an he The BAC Secretariat 

Ground Fioor. Mabini Building 

DepEd Complex, Meralco Avenue, 

Pasig Cily 

A complete set of bidding documents may be purchased by interested 
eligible bidders starting April 21, 2003 unti 5:00 p.m. of April 30, 2003 upon 
‘submission of a Letter Inten! to the above office and upon payment f a non- 
refundable fea amounting to P500.00 to the DepEd cashier 

A pre-bid conference shall be conducted on April 30, 2003 at 10:00 a.m. 
1o ba held at the Bulwagan ng Karunungan, Aizal | Building. DepEd Complex, 
Meralco Avenue, Pasig Ciy. 

The bids. together with their supporting documents musi be submitted 10 
the aloresaid venue on May 14, 2003 between 8:00 to 10:00 a.m. Al bids will 
‘be opened at 10:10 a.m. inthe presence of tne bidders or their legally authorized 
representatives. 


OVER NIGHT STAY AT SUBIC 
Free Breaktasi 
P500 Call 416-0773 


T WoTaking Cor 373208182 
Yaya Maid Cook 870-5730 MARNE. 


“Governors Place 
‘Wack Wack condo 
imore Heights 
| San Francisco Gardens. 


HUNKS TOUCH 0920-5182552 (RSG Gueventhomes 
Noar SM-Bacoor 

| DP 12 monina to pay | 

ug 

Tes 613.5508 873.3509 
‘Ce: (6819) 3048220 


GENERAL 
ITEMS FOR SALE 


JAMES MALE 24HRS SERVICE UPAT BAHAY 


1080 BATANGAS 2524129 
8518650 ; 0920-6274243 


LI 


TX ND TAKING CAR SETS 


MALE MASSUERS 2thrs  L-BAHAY 9206784 4540620 


05292387678 7130279 “Got wil Terraces 


FOR AS LOW AS25T A MONTI 


MAKATI CBO, SALCEDO 


L-BAHAY 6383742/5447599 
MALE 16 PALANAN 7320059 


LBAHAY 7113540 SAH JUAN SUNSAVER SOLAR 
FO METER ta P Dep Fal 
kenyot $a Wo Beer (CS) 
Inept Cece Spon. 100% 
ege Pai Pts NO CORRO- 
SOR Me Res Mod Acie 
ASI TSI o E Lost 
[e] 


Dog Trainer 09192050952 


Wawan OE 60069 * 
ROS liene quare 
orrice space 
Perron MegaPiaza 
ed tenie 
ES 
Burgundy porte Cener 
aan 
Ee 
ees Center 
[err 


MODELO'S 4277-9257 


L-BAHAY 712-16-92 


LIPAT BAHAY 535-2064 


> Greenhills West x 
Into Xa UI FA 
fes Com w Good Breese 
Soy Rus Mos 7221832 


(Sod) JUAN MIGUEL M. LUZ 
Undersecretary and Chairman, 
DepEd Bids and Awards Commitiee 


ES 


Swedish Msge 0919-4743278 + Ortigas  @ 200 4121825 


TERI 


M TRANSPORTATION 


FOR SALE 


LIPAT BAHAY 7312408 


D'Millentum NF 9547633 LIPATBAHAY 
7439225 | 0916-6004637 


award 7229285 OR1S33854T1 


-Richmonde Plaza 

“Tektite Tower 

BETH 0917-8479276 
‘867-8913 to 17 


Golden ReUBuomer PUZTM, 
TTF 721054008206183573 
98 Hilander SLX Good Cond. 


Cal 8508524 1 09176147377 


SELL EDUCL PLAN Bosts74 


REAL ESTATE. 


“ELIZABETH PLACE Buendia 
FOR SALE 


Sid 12308 ^ Pesnse RFO 
19-7 8M. 30%Dwn 10yr Bal 
THE FORT Sid 1-288 Pre- 
‘Sek No Down P3.4-P8M 2887 
Penthouse P22-33M 
16271052 + 00916-8594925 


FEELS GOOD 4127758 
NOTICE 


Note s haraby gon tna ino application of TGA 
EARMSINC wimorice sares at Purokz.San Roque 
Bila. Arat Pampanga lorrogr"abon hte Board 
Stinvesimente uncer Sooklotthe nibus investments 
Code of 1987, otmorwse known as E O. 226, as 
Amended, ss Expanding Fishery Producer at ine 
foowng copaciy 
“Tapia Fingerings ~ 477 millon pieces per year 
Fun Grown Tapin — 2182 MTPY 
win projet sto ai same office adreas stated above 
Ras been ollcany accepted on Agt 14- 2003 ano. 
reni ben pracessaa 
Any person with valid objections lo or pertinent 
comments on tne sbove-entoned applcalin may ie 
amer ebjcton, in wring undor onin, wi ino SOL 
‘tun one (1) Wook rom ing data ol s puolcston. 
saved is Min diy of Apr 2003 
(So) FRANCISCO C. CHAVEZ 
recor 
Projet Evatuaton ana Ragevaton Department 


(Future Sniffing Dogs) 
W 3 and 1/2 months old 
E Heavy boned 
W2 shots/dewormed 
E 5 males 
16 thousand php each 


Look for: Boy Lee 
9413242 - 0918-3543817 


MAS MALE 7314018. 


id appe ore ser 

18-45 wo Eg. Stat Asa 

REFLEX CARLA 716-4098 Zen vee sisa ANGEL 
TOYOTA 


MANILA DEFECT TUACON 7325865, 


BUY « SELL » PAWN 
ROLEX+OTHERS 


High Apprasal/ Fast Casn 
Bear. Poish Any waich 
MANILA WATCH (Hyatt) 
Té Boii + 634-7880 
INTL. WATCH (Groenhilis} 
Te 724-4374 0817-8084282 


WE BUY 


GOLD 


HIGHEST PRICE 
CALL:2330004 


8390060 
BUYING ROLEX 
OrerWATO-€S SEST PRCE 
091-8112303: 7269661 
7220433 + 4123543 


RYAN a91958S872084¢5117 HRD STF 09193808007 RIO 
COROLLA XL '97 
Meal For Dormitory Nr UST ATCOND -MAGS TINT P2AOT 


388 Room mosu 2502148. Mei Far Dormir W 


TE suos ey Aset 09182535623 GLENDA 


Tora Ave. 00-4140934 

OFC / MKTG STAFF 
n. URBENTI18-35 wiwo tap sa 
asap! Co a 8987636 LIL 


Wizard Message 4213197 


‘TUTORIAL LESSONS 


Ne UST PLN T2894 BASES 


dtum sor 251 Apt. imt a 


m Ote Statt 09205274118 - Sam 


MSCSPAESA COURSE SIT &HNeranda 388 41718254 
PUBLIC 
NOTICES 


eas Pas 10 mins to Ortigas 
T-8414589, 03175872300 QUEZON CITY 

Land Cruiser Pajero Sut 
Palero "Sari Terrane 
Trooper Delica H-Town Ace 
‘la ap waranty E5384 


alt Cubao PLAM 1060P 9132224 
Eastwood Cily Ubis 13 BA 
Die ad Co Yaya 7572089 Sudio Cal 0017-5218338 


IDEAL MADS YAYA 732-4780 GALLERIA REGENCY 
Ii. Roblsong Galleria 

BA PTM-PIUM TERMS 
count 0916-3725755 


Sucat Bungalow 28R 218 
me ummy wo wr Se 
Gru P8900 1826-7250 


LEON GUNTO 
NEAR LASALLE 2 
Bngw3SSBRGTBIrge 
PS2ESM 8903481 loc 34 


Starex MB100 Coaster 


BEST MAIDS 772-4213 Bus « Call 631-3496 


(ood Mal-Yaya-Cook 053-3504 AT VAN 7837228 


RESOL CONDO Ik EASTWOOD 
Ju ENS Ane canswvans te, See 
sete EMPLOYMENT Tia consisting ot propey 

OPPORTUNITIES 2! Mania Memor 
Pee AM wan ene 
AN semtod by thelr ners 
fer oe. 18658 Fagsbd Book 
45 Series2003 belore Any. 
Danilo Banaras of Mit Cy 
PDI-Api 23.30 & May 7.2000 


‘BEST MAID/YAYA 7830738 


B9. cook, vava, AIDS, 
DRIVER LAVAATTDANT 5368216 Anis. neutr 2.2M 9487112 


Sedi Ya 4 pasa 73 
peri 


ood Shepherd Emp 928700 


Antipolo 5 TSI 705455 
NO DP 


arcades, Pasig LA79 res (“7 CAUTE 
0438927” + 00173012287 Bo c 


Holp Agancy 532-1947 + 532-0976 DRIVER WIP 743-3225 Once s ery guon nate 
esun of the iaie BENJAMIN 
LUNA BARGAS who ded on 
Ocoter 27. 2002 1n Maka Cy 
has. been Tha sobpct of an 
arca! satan on Ap 
21. 2008, by ang among us 
hers where they apnd 10 
‘ide tne esto sccorngy. 35 
‘ewcanced im e, document 
frocved and _acinoelacges 
eio Notary Punie Gima C 
Gara of Maan Diy. 20 
srt in her Notaral Bagsuy 
35 Doc Mo. 238, Page No. 48 
Boo Seras ol 2015 
(OLA 2. 3 4 May 7, 
any 


SE Reszlsanca 3000. Meralco 
‘a, Pasi. TERCTE, B0 san. 
Brand nex, FF. w prkg. P2T. 
Sandy (0818) 9251136 
Ortigas 1838A Nice Unit 
or Sale Tel. 520-0075 


mE 


Malá at time Mia, 44-08 

ME STOCK ERT. 12110 
wi NOVIDUAL TET &. 1.88 $85.92 DAR LDONINOO 
EADY FOR BLOG CONST. 

MERIDIAN INDUSTRIAL 
‘COMPLEX IT 
(@°2000S0M- NEGOTIABLE 
CARMONA. CAVITE 
BROKERS ARE WELCOME 
SP PROPERTIES, INC. 
(888-4790 TO 92: 687-7741 


1,38 RICEFIELD CANAMAN 
(CA SUR 5480765 PERLA 


Mams sreatoregizanas — (7^ QUELOM CITY 


Ea BEAUTY CONSULTANT 521-8618 BISELL FULLY PD EDUC PLAN 


ales Dvr 4128813 DERAS 780-0106 / 0920-4188 


81. Ignatius VIN.cor lot 
"orto Pram 09182221766 


MGMT ENGA W EXP 371-7752 
AACH LIC W EXP 1AM 1200 


Eam & Travel 0017-846854 


PRAYER TO HOLY SPIRIT 


Hoy Sort Thu wo make 
im ses every sn stow me 
tb way a reach mye YOU 
no ge he Cine io 
Jorne end forge te Gong 
that done o ma ad to arb 
in ab nancisci my Mo win 
mo the shot dat 
art oak You bor n 
Tn ang contem once mare 
att peer vot io D8 
Some rm vov "tt 
iow get te eal aes 
Wack’ Royal Mansion So Setia may Qo Into Ov wih YOU ern Ca TAMSYS 38% 
IBA FE Acon Png Cale FREE _careGWvertraining Y Lacap ot Pasa Car Gd my load ones m Wf Bay Pado. 255-208 

BREE con P OUS VAN RENTAL TO41 2545 5227.73 $899.98 "Phase i ii Mw 7 nm BODEN Ane. RR 0 3 


Ote Sia 09162107335 TANYA 
tan Fr Noe 1 Travet 8976068 
PROVINCIAL ALL AROUND 
MAIDS 
Cal Joy 8712372°8722192 


LA 346 FA 200 38R Nr Lores 


P Cal 0917-5210338 APT 298 ax UST Tr 302 VL N WORK FR HOME- 
Seb 0937-8901851 


rnvelantwontramhame cor 


Beautician, Dressmaker, Do- 
meis Helper, Male Oym 
Insteweter | 843-2598 


MB100 VANS 7416897 
Sti Fy Fora Malo wr DLSU 
'SI.SCH) PGH, PHU 521165 


UR ORTIGAS AVE EXT 
ALG RIDGHONT AVE 1800 
RIDGMONT EXECUTIVE YIL 
PETI 9488240 394371 


Provincial or City MAID«80Y 
SR8984/4331431/2590808 


Notce is nereby gen thatthe 
ma of the Lio Aledo P 
ed tre Oke Persomnat ano was ecranicly sat 
Ti at acl wr wo Anang DS Re 5 pt 

va 2. "No 233. Pape No 4B 


MENU QN Book No. cI, Seres of 


Poon 91357 104333582 


vong m an Kidswear 959305214 
#ZAMBALES Mango Fam MADA“ OR REVO w/drivor 9272821 


Wem Pak moo zem 73 028 thas 09102221706 


sy SBR w tanta ae Zarcon 
iM ti ge PSM UOI 
Sd SR arare aim 


Van 0917-6526983 + 6t21840. 


ANGEL'S HANDS MAIDS 
wows 42132534213874 


ZAMBALE: 
Semangat 


ig may 3M. 
08192721766 


| and Awards Commi 


TECHNILINK PHILIPPINES CORPORATION 
POEA License No. 584-L8-121702.R 


‘Technilink 
"nd Floor Dow Jonas Buling KM. 19 West Sorvico Road 


ee Sucat, Parafaque City 1770 Tol. 7767210-12 


5 — — PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


WEDNESDAY, 
APRIL 23, 2003 


CLASSIFIEDS 


For tho ACJV Bayu-Undan Gas 
Recyele Project, Hook-up and 
‘Commissioning In Offshore East Timor. 


run 
AI 


Our client, FRASER DIVING SERVICES (Accre. 
No. C-7498-2) invites personnel with the following 
trade and recent references. 


@ WELDERS with exp. in FCAW, GTAW and 
SMAW. Must have recent references. 
OFFSHORE welders will be given preference 
but offshore experience is not essential. 


Submit 2 sets of résumés with detailed job description, 
employment, training certificates and recent 2x2 photo 
VALID PASSPORT MUST BE PRESENTED. email 
technilinkev@pacific.net.ph (Word format, no picture 
attached pls.) 


BEWARE OF ILLEGAL RECURITERS 
NO FEES TO BE COLLECTED. 


‘Eansco 


National Transmission Corporation 
Date 1 April ot, 2003 
Reference No. 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


d. Contract Godo  Sp99.N4P4.Ve-0282 
me Construction, Erection and installation of 198 & 69KV 
Substation Equipment under the Negros IV ~ Panay IV 
Substation Projects, Schedule IV - Sta. Barbara 
Substation 
Location Sta. Barbara, llo 
The works to ba completed by the succosslul biddar shall consist of fumishing 
ali superintendence, labor, materials, supplies, tools and equipment (except 
mi ‘and equipment specified to bo furnished by TRANSCO). and 
constructing complete Ina substation and installing al substation equipment to 
Complete Mo Construction, Erection and Installation of 138 & 694V Substation 
Equipment for Schedule IV - Sta. Barbara Substation in accordance wih tha 
Plang and Specifications. The work also includes constuction of new control 
house warehouse, quarchousa, pump house ol watar separator and water tank 
and water tank foundation: 
“The Approved Budget forthe Contract to be Bid is TWENTY MILLION FOUR 
HUNDRED SIXTY THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED FIVE & 00/100 
(PHP20,460,505.00) trom tho Internal Cash Generation (ICG) of National 
‘Transmission Corporation. 
Application tor Eligibility Is open to Filpino contractors who have the legal, 
Technical and financial requisites of the contract to bo bid/projoct wth the 
following License and Regsiraton Particulars. 
sense atlast “Category A ~ Specialty: Electrical Works” 
Registraton : atleast "Medium B — Specialty: Electrical Works 
Application or Ell shallbe evaluated using "PASS/FAIL" criteria and only 
gible Biders shall be Invited by Transco n he bidding. Al bids equal fo or 
lower than the Approves Budge! for Ie Contraco be Bid shall be evaluated 
based on the responsiveness of Ina contactors otlar tothe coniraci under 
bidding subject to Postqualificaton balora an award Is mada. Bid Prices 
submitted higher than tha Approved Budget for he Contract to be Bid shall be 
rejectod and retumed outright Y 
Eligblity Documents and Forms wi be available tor issuance on Apri 08. 2003 
atiho Bids and Contracts Management Dopartment, Second Floor, Bung No. 
2. NPO.OBC, National Transmission Corporation, Agham Road comar Quezon 
‘Avenue, Diiman, Quezon City 1104, Telelax No. 921-23-08 upon presentation 
ot Letter of Inten, Contractor's License and a payment of non-relundable fee of 
P800.00 per copy. 
(Deadline tor submission of duly accomplished Application for Elige, Forme. 
ocuments and statements shai be on or balore May 08, 2003 and shall be 
submited of bg registration ottico and address mentioned above. If Ino date is 
3 non-working day or deciared non-working day. the deadine lor submission 
hal ba moved tothe next working day immediately folowing said date. Late 
Submission andor incomplete application shal not be accepted. 


bby submiiling the following basic requirements which sould be maintained 
current and updated al least once a year. A Cenlicato of Registration wil be 
{Issued fo contractors upon approval. 
€^ Depaimentol Trade and Industy (OT) business name registration or 
SSecurlles and Exchange Commission (SEC) registration cortical. 
as approprate; 
Mayor's permit andlor municipal icense tor the currant year; 
‘Taxpayer's Konllication Number: 
Notarized statement ol he prospecive bidder that tis not "blacleted 
or Barred trom bidding by any government agency, ollice or 
‘corporation, including, in tha casa of procurement ot civil Works, non- 
Incsion inthe "olackist” of contractors issued by the CIAP: 
Audited financial statemonis, stamped "recalvod" by ha BIR ort duly 
accrecitod and authorized insttutions, for tho Immediately preceding 
calendar year, showing. among others, the prospective bidder's total 
‘and current assets and habites incusive of Income Tax Retum and 
Receipt; 
€ Contractors Liconsa, 
Transco reserves tho right to reject any Application lor Eligolty oral bids or 
requestor registration wihout offering any reasons, waive any required formality 
therein, and to make an award fo the bidder whose proposal Is most 
advantageous o ne government, 
‘Additional Information shall bo umished upon request. All communications 
should be addressed o ho undersigned at the aforementioned address. 


(Sod) WINIFREDO SM. PANGILINAN 


Pee an ara ana harman, Bids and Awards Commitoo 


"REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES, 
) DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT ff hi 
) BUREAU OF FIRE PROTECTION = 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE (BAC) 
April 14, 2003 


INVITATION TO BID 


“The Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP) of the Department of the Interior 
and Local Governments invling duly registered and BFP accredited health 
care providers to participate in the bidding to be conducted by Bids and 
‘Awards Committee (BAC) for the Health Care/Maintenance Insurance 
Services of all BFP officials and personnel 

Interested bidders who wish to apply for eigbily and to bid must 
submit Letter of Intent together with BFP Accreditation Cerilicato and 
‘other relevant documents on or before the deadline on April 28, 2003 


addressed to: 
The CHAIRMAN, BFP BAC 
Bureau of Fire Protection 
Rm. 403, #145 Union Square Condominium 
16" Avenue, Cubao, Quezon City 


Bid documents may be obtained at the Bureau of Fire Protection Bids 
|, Room 408, Union Square Condominium |, 15" 
Avenue, Cubao, Quezon Olly on April 30, May 2 & 5, 2003 during office hours. 
from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM with Telephone No. 911-8055 (Attn: FO1 Bleslla C. 
Manaois, Secretariat), upon payment of a non-refundable fee of P3,000.00 in 
ash at Finance Service Uni, Room 610. The Pre-bid Conference will be held 
on May 18, 2003 at Am. 101, BFP Conference Room. 
Tho Bid Securty shall be in amount equivalent io a percentage of the 
BEP approved budget or contract tobe bd accordance wih ine folowing 
schedule: 


Form of Sacunty ‘Naaman Amount in of Approved Budget 


Tor the Contact fo bo Bid 


1. Cash, Contiod Chock, Cashiers Ono percon (1%) 


“Gre anda hall percent Tya — | 
Two and a hall porcont (2 6] 


X. Bank Guerantoo 
3- Surely Bond. 


The BFP BAC reserves the right to reject any oral bids without offering, 
ny reason, waive any required formalily and award the contract to any 
bidder whose proposal as avaluated by BAC is tha most advantageous to 
the government The BAC assumes no obligation to compensate or 
indemnity tho bidders for any expenses or loss ihat may be Incurred in the 
preparation of bids, nor does it guarantee that an award will be made. 


(Sqd) JOSE E. COLLADO 
‘SUPT (DSC) BFP 
Deputy Fire Chl for Operation 
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Republic of the Philippines 
City of Parafiaque 
Metro Manila 


Office of the Treasurer 


NOTICE OF AUCTION SALE 


To satisfy the real estate tax dellquency of the following taxpayers, computation of which includes 
interest, surcharges and po 

{the pertinent provisions of 
hereby gives notice to all interested parties and o the public in general that on May 7, 2003 at 9: 
Inthe morning at tho Legislative Bullding 2nd Floor City Hall of Paratiaque 
his authorized representativos wil sel! at public auction to the highest bidder for cash and In Philippine 
Currency, the real estate properties described below: 


ites thereon as of December 31, 2002 and alter substantially complying with 
be Ack. 7160, the Cy Mayor through tho undersigned Gly Treasure, 
o'clock 


ity, ha City Treasurer or 


ic halle MS Oe nd tmt Carr red Wig. 
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NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 
E 


ANAM INSTRUMENTS (PHILIPPINES), ING. 
Notice is hereby given that ANAM 
INSTRUMENTS (PHILIPPINES), INC. will 
file with the Securities and Exchange 
‘Commission a Certificate of Amendment of 
Articles of Incorporation shortening its 
corporate life to March 31, 2003. 

‘Any person who may have a claim 
against said corporation may prasent the 
same to the undersigned at c/o ALPAP 1 
Bidg., Sth Floor, 140 L.P. Leviste Street, 
Salcedo Village, 1227 Makali City. 

This announcement servos as notice to 
all parties concerned of the dissolution of 
said Company. 
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Sub-Total 384543524 


(Sod) RENATO G. CALMA 
Corporate Secretary. 
ANAM INSTRUMENTS (PHILIPPINES), INC. 


(pOL-Aprt 18.298 30.2000) (PDI- Apr 23 & 30,2009) 


Office of the President 


Bases Conversion Development Authority 


INVITATION FOR PROPOSALS 


ASSET DISPOSITION PROGRAM - PHASE 2 


The Bases Conversion Development Authority (BCDA) is 
inviting interested proponents to participate in Phase 2 of 
BCDA's Asset Disposition Program (ADP Phase 2). ADP 
Phase 2 involves the development and privatization of the 
following BCDA properties: 


e Twenty-five (25) hectares located at Fort Bonifacio, 
Taguig, Metro Manila, bounded on the north by 
American Battle Monument and east by C-5; and 


Five (5) hectares located at the former Camp Bago 
Bantay, Bray. Sto. Cristo, Bago-Bantay, Quezon 
City between SM City Annex and Mindanao 
Avenue. 


Interested proponents may submit their Letters of Interest 
to BCDA and can purchase the Terms of Reference (TOR) 
for ADP Phase 2 that outlines, among others, the 
requirements for proponents interested to participate in the. 
privatization. 


The TORs for the above properties will be ready for 
distribution to interested proponents by 23 April 2003 at 
ihe BCDA offices at a non-refundable cost of 
Php10,000.00 for each TOR, payable to BCDA in Cash or 
Manager's Check. 


A pre-qualification conference among interested 
proponents is set for 2:00 p.m., 07 May 2003. The 
objective of the pre-qualification conference is to discuss 
the property, the TOR and other issues that may be raised 
by interested proponents. 


Interested proponents can direct their inquiries to Ms. 
Alleen An. R. Soza or Ms. Bambie L. Andal at telephone 
numbers 510-0420 to 510-0411 or at 
arzosaQ bcda.gov.ph or blandal@beda.gov.ph 


(Sgd.) RUFO COLAYCO 
President and Chief Executive Officer 


(Sgd.) LIBERATO M. CARABEO 
City Treasurer 


UCPB Rural Bank, Inc. 


T 


UCPB RURAL BANK, INC. 


NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 
OF STOCKHOLDERS 


Notice Is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of the Stockholders of 
the UCPB Rural Bank, Inc. wil be held on Apri 28, 2003 at 3:00 p.m. at the 
UCPB Rural Bank, Inc, Laguindingan Head Office, Laguindingan, Misamis 
Oriental. 

The Agenda of the M 
all to Order 
roof of Notice of Meating 

j. Contfication of Quorum 

‘Approval of the Minutes of the Annual Stockholders Meeting held 
‘on June 3, 2002. 
Chairman's Annual Report 
Approval of the Audited Financial Statements 
Ratification ot all acts and procondings ot al acts of the Board of 
Direciors and of Management since the last stockholders meeting. 
Election of ihe Members of the Board of Directors 
Other matters 
a), Appointment of External Auditor 

10, Adjournment 


ling ls as follows: 


(Syd) JOSE A. BARCELON 
‘Corporate Secretary. 
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God indeed is my Savior, I am confident and unafraid, 
my strength and my courage is the Lord; 
With joy you will draw water at the fountain of salvation 
and say on that day: Give Thanks to the Lord! 
Isaiah 12:2-3 


Our Dearly Beloved 


MANUEL TIU PENG 
As BS 


AV 


of City of San Pablo 
Peacefully joined our Risen Lord 
on Tuesday, April 22, 2003 at the age of 88. 
Wife 


Children and 
Children-in-Law 


: Wong Fung Chi 


: Nenita (Kim Chu) and Jose Yu 
Cheung, (Chiquito) Tin Chee and Angelie Co 


Grandchildren and 
Grandchildren-in-Law : Lily, Eric, Willy, Edwina and Richmond Ong, 
June and Josephine Co, Edison, Joseph and 
‘Arlene Chan, Elizabeth and Hizon Uy, 
Amparo and Francis Aswin, Evelyn, 

Ernesto (+), Arlene, Eric, Eugenio and 
Rachael Ong, Eisenhower, Edward, Edmund, 
Emerson and Aimee 


Great Grandchildren: Jeffrey, Kevin, Jackie, Hans, Kelly Junine and 


Karl Matthew 


OBITUARIES 


NEM 
m 


and all relatives and friends request the pious readers 
to pray for the eternal repose of his soul 


His body lies in state at the Resurrecion Chapel San Pablo Cathedral, 


City of San Pablo. 


Interment will be at San Pablo Chinese Cemetery, City 
of San Pablo on Tuesday, April 29, 2003 after the 8:00 a.m. Mass 
at Resurrecion Chapel, San Pablo Cathedral. 


d 


i 
the | 
Father 
except | 
through 
Me, 


John 14:6 


The Management & Staff of 
FEDERAL MEDICAL & PHARMACEUTICAL, INC. 


Condoles with the family of the late 


LUIS K. S. LIM 


Chairman of the Board 
Who peacefully joined cur Creator on April 19, 2003 at the age of 8. 
His bereaved wife Chua Siam 
His Children, Grandchildren, Great grandchildren: 
Lourdes 
Florencio & Joyce 
Jonclle & Donn 
Miguel Iñigo 
Frederick Joc! 
Francis Julian 
Jaquelyn Florence 


Lucila 
Luclo & Lourdes 
Lorraine 
Lawrence & Shirley 
Lauren Stephen. 


Evaristo & Betty 
Barbara Jane 
Eugene Brian. 
Edwin Benson. 

Lauren Stevenson. Endee Kristel 

Laurette & Dexter 

Loulejon. 
Larajane 
His Brothers & Sister 
^ Narciso & Nita, Cirilo, Juanita, 


3 His body lies in state at Funeraria Paz, Chapel B. 


Margarita & Edgar (1) 


ipee 


3. 
Bae = 


NACIONAL MEMORIAL HOMES 


The choice of the country's most diecriminating 
families over the last 103 years 


#264 G. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City 
Tel. Nos. 7135231 to 35; 7140867-68 
Fax No. 714-0865 


Notice of Death 


“Surely Goodness and Mery shall follow Me all the days of My life and 
ir "ro reden pel o aig 


Psalm 23 
MARILOU 

AGRAVIADOR 
POPERA 


of Liloy, Zamboanga del Norte. 
and Divisoria, Zamboanga City 
Peacefully joined her Creator 
on April 13, 2003 at the age of 40. 
‘She was very much loved and 
will be missed by everyone whose 
live she touched. 
Her bereaved husband 
Her children 
Parents 
Parents-in-law 


Arthur 
Jappy, Gingging Maryon Pile 
Buenaventura, Sr. & Sabina Agraviador 
Simplicio t & Ri 
Jesus & Lucena At 
Broters/Sister nd Inde: 

Wilfredo & Ursulina, Antonio & Mertnda Jemela& John 

Nettles, Servideo & Juliet, Buenaventura Jr & Susan, Renita 

E Noli Roy Popera, Rizza & Roly, Luzeile & Ronneal 
Nephews, nieces & all other relatives request the pious readers to 

Pray for ihe eternal repose of her soul 


Tumaga, Zamboanga City alter 

‘Anthony de Padua Parish Chur 

In lieu of flowers, donations for the construction of San Miguel 
Chapel in Lilny, Zamboanga del Norte 


will be greatly appreciated. 


BRIG. GEN. VALENTIN DIOSOMITO F' 
VELASCO (RET.), M.D. 
Born: Dec. 24,1911 Died: April 21, 2003 


Wife Concepcion U. Velasco; children || 

Candida (t), Roberto & Mary Jo, Alfredo, Ernesto 
& Josephine, Benjamin & Blesilda; grandchildren 
Alan, Natalie, Donna, Cindy, Jennifer, Nico, 
Francis, Andrew, Mathew; sisters, brothers-in- 
law, sisters-in-law, nieces, nephews, other relatives 
and friends request the pious readers to pray for 
the eternal repose of his soul. 


His body lies in state at Sacred Heart Church 
Chapel A, Jakosalem St., Cebu City. Novena 
prayers and Mass is offered every night at 8:00 p.m. 


Interment will be on Thursday, April 24, 2003 | 
at Queen City Memorial Gardens, Cebu City after _ 
the 3:00 p.m. requiem Mass at Sacred Heart (2 
Church. ae 


“Behold my servant wham 1 have chosen 
my beloved in whom I delight” 
Matthew 12:18 


Atty. Jose J. Tapia 


Peacefully joined his Creator on April 12, 2003, 
‘at the age of 73, born April 18. 1929. 


bes, Ellen, Prem & Gina, 

y & Mon Gelvezon, sister 
-Alvarez, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, 
relatives and friends request for your prayers forthe eternal repose 


His loving wi 


His remains lie at Capilla de la Virgen, Forbes Park, M: 
23. 


03, Interment will be held on Friday, Apr 


“For God so loved the NEMESIO “Tilo” VALENCIA, JR. 


OUR DEARLY BELOVED PAPA 


MARCOS PAULITE SIAT 


0 


SALON VALERA TAQUEBAN £ 


Peacefully joined his Creator 


- World, that He gave 
. His only begotten Son, < 
= that whoever believes ~ 
in Him shall not 
perish but have 
everlasting life.” 


Jom 3:16 F“ 
Am, 


Of Tulo, Taal, Batangas 


Dean of Graduate Studies, Golden Gate Colleges, 
Batangas City 
Member, Sangguniuang Bayan, Taal, Batangas (1982-1985) 
Member of Graduating Class 2003, UE College of Law 


Pencefully joined his Crentor an April 19, 2003. 


His remains lie in state in Barrio Tuló, Taal, Batangas. 
Interment will be on Sunday, April 27, 2003 in Taal Municipal 
Cemetery after the 1:00 p.m. Mass in Basilica 
of St. Martin, Taai. 


Pad 


Passed away in the Grace og our Lond 
am April 18, 2003 a the age of 63. 
He is survived by his wife CONS 
chien and in-laws CHITO & TINA. MI 
& MARK, MELVIN & TINA. 


ns lic in state at Erie Santiago 


Interment will be on Friday, April 25, 2003 

*| at Paraiso Memorial Park, Son Mateo aller the 
1:00pm. Ma iste Conception Church. 
Concepcion, 


An obituary with a picture can be a fitting tribute to your departed loved onc. 


INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


* DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT MESSAGE OF THANKS * DEATH ANNIVERSARY » REQUIEMS + 


on April 20, 2003 atthe age of 79. 


mal repose of his soul 


His remains lie in state at the Arlington 
Memorial Chapels, G. Araneta Avenue, Quezon 
Ciy 


Interment will be announced Inter 


ec 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: @ Copy of Death Certificate; 


© Any identification document (I.D.) 
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By Tita Datu Puangco planning assistant. Basically x . . Numerous choices 
my training was into research MA Based on your experiences, you 
TREAD your inspiring article in and the academe. I am in my have four choices. The fact that 
the Philippine Daily Inquirer second engagement as a con- ea you have plenty of choices is caus- 
last March 12, 2003, I wish to sultant. The first was an envi- ut FORTHE tng you confusion. One is a career 
seek some advice on my career ronmental intervention; the ANXIOUS PERSON. in the academe. Two is in human 
path. I have been in and out of current one is a human re- AT WORK Sion ea Troe ia rA 
jobs due to their contractual source — project-performance — Four is in corporate planning. You 
nature. Recently, I turned 26 evaluation system. previous employers were not have to decide what area you 
and I began to realize the im-  Ihavesethigh standardsand able to maximize andutilizemy want to pursue. Then focus your 
portance of taking the lead in goals for myself and despite the potentials, that's why keep On resume to highlight your accom- 
Pny careerand defining itwell. big breaks 1 got I still feel the moving, hoping that for every  plishments in the specific field. 
Tama graduate of AB Sociol- need to move up and expand job I get into, would satiate my From what I know of the job 
ogy from the University of the my field of learning and oppor- hunger for learning and ad- market, the area with the most 
Philippines, Los Baños. My pre- tunity. I believe I am highly vancement. i potential is the area of human re- 
vious employment experiences trainable because, despite the The competition is tough Source and organization develop- 
were into teaching (STI and lack of training, I manage to nowadays and Im afraid 1 ment As move around as a con- 
Montessori School), research perform on my assigned tasks. might be left behind by some of sultant, client companies always 
assistant (Letran, Calamba, UP- Some employers see my lackof my contemporaries. What s me for people available in this. 
LB and IRRI) and corporate training as a liability. Ithinkmy should I do, what step must I area, | think you can use your 
take next? I am interested to competencies to become a good 
get a masters degree maybe an human resource or organization 
MBA or Organizational Devel- 


development officer. 
opment. Thank you for your Your knowledge and skills in 
time. More power to you! 


sociology will come handy in re- a 
Hungry For Learning lating to people, teams and orga- rates. Then, for networking, you — By the way, watch WorkForce 
nizations. Your research back- can also join the Organization that I host on Sundays over Chan- 
ground is excellent in undertak- Development Professionals Net- nel9 at 2 p.m. where we scroll job 
ing organizational surveys and work. Get in touch with our office openings or check PDI's Job Mar- 
studies. Your experience incorpo- and we can give you contact ket on Sundays or listen to People 
rate planning gives you a strate- numbers. Then, when you start at Work sa DZRHon Wednesday 
move gic view of enterprises and orga- working in the area, pursue a at 3:30 p.m.. Given all these re- 
inasingle company, you are gath- izations. masters degree in organization sources, you will find the lead to 
ering learning and experiences development. It is best to pursue pursue your career goal. Mean- 
across companies. This in fact Need for training a degree when you have actual time, rest assured that your posi- 
willbetheruleratherthantheeX- — One drawback you mentioned exposure in the field of study. tive attitude towards learning is 
See n TENE is your lack of training. You can Through this column, T invite clearly an asset. 
{EER Systems Inc. partners with Philippine Daily Inquirer and hat I sense you desireisasta- enroll in short courses or public my friends in the profession tO Gy. puangco i 
oe Managers & Advisors Inc: to lal ip I Peopleat ble job that wil ive you rosso seminars to skill up quicklyin bu- give “Hungry for Learning" an op- ae eh od E 
Work Live! Seminar Series on May 27, 28 and 29 on “Career ERTEN ENE aie man resources and organization portunity to pursue a career im Ja Enterprise Develop- I> ^ 
Development Strategies” to celebrate Career Systems, Inc s20em Pill potential. While stable jobs development. You can call the human resource and organize. ment Consulting. Wb 24 
ied s 'sthi are scarcer today, they still exist. Ancilla Business Training C. tion development, Based on her Send comments, feed 
anniversary and People at Work section's third anniversary. At the ac ase Ancilla Business Training Center pi Ce 
signing were (from left) Career Systems, Inc.'s managing director THE Key is for you to be Clear On -or the Personnel Management As- letter she has the competencies, Gros eral 
Jorge Santamaria with senior consultants Gerrie Baricauaand Myra Your eon For YOU hen, set’ sociation of the Philippines for job dimensions and good poten- 


1o ancilaede@ pact. 
Lapus. marokaan Pree Bod public seminars at reasonable tial to succeed. ant Ph orfan 9 892-2902) 


The career path that you have 
pursued the past five years is typi- 
cal of this age. Unlike a decade 
ago when a person is expected to 
move up ina hierarchical fashion, 


Influential moms change the world of work 


il working moms who wield a 4 You must nourish your spirit, down and see how you can get comfort zone. You must be will- 
Mus aaa bre See naa a Wi SÈ Allthe working moms we talked out of it. Apply this to your work ing to take a stand, be willing to 
home are no longer arguing waywe look at ourlivesand the YY ORKING : to managed to squeeze in some life. When everyone is stumped do the unpopular thing if it 
over the right to get there but waywework. They are all active MOM ae time to take care of their inner overa problem, bethe onetoex- means standing up for what you 
rather the right to bring our parents, raising children 18 Sei self. We cannot be enthusiasticif plore options. Your influence believe. Look to long and you'll 
families along with us. years old and below, and they J| we are exhausted, We cannotbe will be felt immediately. never leap. 

When wouren gor to the top reat the rop of thelr field, we 4/2 Mercado, compassionate if we are cruel to Never give up. Every great 
of the corporate ladder, we looked not only at how they Alcantara ourselves. We cannot be inspir- Game plan leader stumbles, bur it’s the get- 
sought not the laurels and the have used their influence, but in ingifweare empty, You must set You must be willing to ask ting up that counts. So, your 
trophies that men are content particular how they got to j aside time to recharge and for help. We can't be super- proposal got rejected. Grieve a 
with. Rather we wanted a where they are. Checklist. rekindle your spirit. women and pretend that we little bit, then hold yourself to- 
Chance to bring the rest of our Influential moms like Loren | You must love your work If You must have clear goals know everything. If we resist gether and think up of a new 
family and community with us. Legarda, Nina Aguas, Sharon 0ing to work for you isjusta amd priorities, Unless your life asking for help, we limit what plan. Resist the temptation to 
We had to have the kind of Cuneta, Ces Drilon, Gina means to pay the bills, than you has focus, then you will be a we can do to what only one sulk and drop out of the game. 
work arrangement that would Lopez, Tina Matistela-Ocam- Wont have the energy nor the. loose cannon: throwing your person can do. Imagine the Redefine the game and get back 
allow us work/life balance. po, Sandy Prieto Romualdez, desire to wield your influence. energies in all directions with- power you can harness if you om track. 

Working momsarenow chang: Charo Santos, Vicky Belo, and Instead, you would befoot drag- out achieving anything. Hav- learn to delegate, learn toseek — (An Mercado Alcantara is edi- 
ing the workplace, using our Margie Moran shared their ging and not getting the best out ing a goal gives you a sense of answers from others. Never tomin-chief of Metro Working 
influence to make the top a thoughts. We put these togeth- fYourwork, the sense of fulfill- mission. : stop at “hindi ko kaya ito.” Ask Mom published by ABS-CBN Pub- 
better place. er to create a formula of sorts, Tent the affirmation to give yy to see solutions were oth- for help to get it done. lishing. For more tips, get a copy 

a checklist if you will, of fac: back to your family You cant er people see only problems. You must take risks. Influenc- of this month's issue with Tina 
Women of influence tors that could propel you to talk about balance without dis- This is what separates the lead- ing others and making changes Maristela-Ocampo on the cover 

In this month's issue of Metro the top of your field while stay- cerning if what you're doing is ers from the followers. You don't in the way people do things re- You may reach her at rmwm_ab- 
Working Mom, we sought out ing balanced, really what you want to do. stop at the knot, you buckle quires a venturing out of your scbn@skyinet.net) 


Even your Nissan Light Commercial Vehicles 
deserve a holiday. 


To all owners of a Nissan Patrol, Frontier, — From April 21 to 30, visit the Nissan LCV SPA and avail 
Urvan or Terrano: after the long vacation journey, ofthe following treatment packages: 


give your vehicle its own well-deserved break. — . FREE car wash and vacuum for every 


i service transaction 
FREE labor (1* hour of all repair jobs) 
FREE safety check 
50% OFF on engine wash 
15% OFF cash purchases of selected parts including 
clutch, brakes, aircon, suspension, steering, engine 
and electrical items. 


Call or visit participating dealers for more details. 
The Nissan LCV SPA, for those who really love 
their Nissans, 


A Joint service promo brought to you by 
umur 


x 
Corporation SY tonposanon. : 


ne P ious da irra: eS PLAIGR requi Na GOA, Sog MAOO aae coarser cast aa AA 


UN 
SHIFT the future bu A 


PARTICIPATING DEALERS: METRO MANILA: CORE AUTOMOTIVE RESOURCES, INC. (Maki!) To Nos. 810.0161 / 8127539 / 810-4508 / 882-6217 » (Quezon Avo.) Tel Nos. 742-5192 1 49-1529 / 35 / 38 + UnlvIio Motors Corp. (Universal Service & Technical 
Center) Ta. Nos. 810-7073 to 75 / 862-706 « NISSAN CENTRAL MANILA Tel Nus 252.3508 21-0063 1067 / 251-9054 o 50 « NISSAN U.N. AVENUE (Broadway Motors) Tel. Nos. 400-1020 / 100-2177 / 404-2439 400-1522 - NISSAN GALLERY-ORTIGAS, 
Tel. Nos. 633-2545 / 636-8698 / 438-4539 1o 40 « NISSAN NORTH EDSA Tol Nos 455-8080 / 390-6031 Io 60 + NISSAN COMMONWEALTH, INC. Tel. Nos. 932-0428 / 842-4001 « LUZON DEALERS: NISSAN SOUTHWOODS Mania Line: 689-2400 10 (2. 
Cavi Line; (048) 430-1682 to 84 1 Laguna Line: (040) 241-2040 » ROYCE MOTOR CENTER, INC. (Nuova Ele) Tol. Nos (044) 463-7210 to 12 «(Malolos Chy, Bulacan) Te. Nos. (048) 682-9297 / 791-2748 * (ORT Highway Balluag, Bulacan) Tel. Nos. (044) 673-0225 7 
766-0422 [Santiago City, Isabel) Tel. Nos (070) 682-8701 1082-8707 » (Pampanga) Tel: Nos. (048) 0617773 o 74 « VISAYAS DEALERS: NISSAN ILOILO (S44 Motor, Ine.) Tel Nos. (035) 220-4051 to $4» NISSAN FAMILY CENTER ILOILO Tel. Nos. (031) 320-2248 / 
320-2004 * NISSAN CEBU DISTRIBUTORS, INC. Tel, Nos. (032) 346-8422 to 25 / 345-0006 lo O7 1 345-0360 / 346-1124 / 340-9430 / 345-1480 + NISSAN BACOLOD Tol Nos. (094) 495-1102 434-0091 to S2 1 434-8590 / 495-2907 / 439-0562 /07 . 


"BUSINESS À j ps ; WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23, 2003 


inquiretcom.ph 


Editor Raul O. Marcelo 6 Subsection Editor Regina Galang Reyes 


Successful corporate exec takes 
charge of own ‘career system’, 


ý. 


By Cecile G. Garcia MM Ine. (689). In time, however, his colleagues in the pharmaceutical 
CAREER responsibility expanded and he industry” 


WITCHING careers began getting involved in d 
TALES igning programs with Jo Career success 


enabled Jorge G. the rest of the consultants. Sixty-eight-year-old Santa- 
Santamaria to take marketing, I've been very effec- maria started his career working 
charge of his own ‘career tive in bringing clients from the as a medical representative for 
system." — —— ———— pharmaceutical industry, which 1 Mead Johnson in 1 
"A corporate man allhislife,he amd my wife was deep into it. was a part of for 23 years,” says to become supervisor, then re 
was vice president for the busi- She needed help," says Santa- Santami "In a way, I've al- gional field manager and 
ness division of Bristol Myers maria. ways felt that Iowe it to thein- manager in 1971. His career 
nd, at the same - “Today, Santamaria is manag- dustry to give back what Ihave plan, according to Santamaria, 
for business development ing director of Career Systems, learned. ‘was focused on getting to the top. 
istol Laboratories and Mead Inc. (CSI), the leading career de- Santamaria spearheaded the promotions came faster 
Sobnson, when Santamaria de- velopment consultancy firm in development of a course or pro- than I expected. I did not fores 
‘ded to opt for early retirement the country, which celebrates its gram specially designed for phar- the company’s growth. In 1974, 
in 1983. “I felt I had reached a 20 years in the service on April maceutical companies. “My wife he became marketing manager 
denen mn my job che aya a 25 and I did this together” he says, for pharmaceuticals 
1985, he joined Career Systems, ; "It had been so effective that a Clearly, his career plan had 
Inc, a company his wife Josie Marketing role number of these companies con- gone undeterred. Santamaria 
had formed two years earlier, Initially, he took care of the tinue to use it. could well be my learned one hard lesson along the 
"The company was struggling business aspect, handling the legacy to CSI and to my former SANTAMARIA, managing director of Career Systems, Inc. 
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The new Toyota RAV4 SV. its got zoomy styling. 


An eager 1.8 liter engine. And a radical interior. Everything — rue New 


about this 4x2 SUV screams “expensive.” But the price RAYA 


whispers "affordable." Check it out at your Toyota dealer. The Toyota 
RAV4 SV. Sometimes, it's good that looks can be deceiving 
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4 UIAPOis a circus—all deem themselves 


kinds of characters 


4 pull tricks for attention and 


survival. 


Guiapois a book of fairy 


Join The Ranks Of Our" 
Successful Graduates! 
ET 

ego: Dco eser: P Jy lbs Ny nar 

t as hie dum Seren 

ner ias dois Rea legum 

In haar Pipes elon SEA Band 
Se 2.300 par cource ) 

p eee eae 
Sener Cines Start Ape 71,72 25, May 12 
CICER E ERN 

op E C 

icy oue ASARI 

Tang 

TEH 


Cra Sas jesa 


D 4 
Secs 1967 Git Sompeioe 


1 tales—hidden behind the 


jaded eyes of locals are 


1 stories waiting to be told at 
4 any given chance. 
4 Quiapo is cinema—drama 


unfolds everyday in every 
way. 


Quiapo is magic—humans 


prophets, goddesses and 
wizards; stones and dead 
animals have power. 
Quiapo is a contradiction 
—the holy mingle with the 
worldly, the rich rub 
elbows with the poor. 
peace and chaos find a 
common ground. 
Ultimately. Guiapo is 
putty—it is everything you 
make it. 


We're open Tues-Fri from 1-10pm and Sat-Sun from 12nn-10pm. 
look now. Call 724-4901 or 04 
Or visit us a 2F Eauitable PCIBank Bldg 1 (across Jollibee) 


Ortigas Ave. cor. Roosevelt St. 


reenhills, San Juan 
Rest. Easy. 


SPA, FACIAL AND. 
Weliness Civi 


en 


We've got it all for you! 


mineral supposedly has the 
power to drive away evil spirits. 


ANISADO (red liquid). The 
answer to hyperacidity 


CHINESE CANDLES. 
They bring luck. 


za Lee 
COMFREY. Cure for 


liver disease 


KONTRA-USOG BRACELETS. 
Worn by babies to keep danger 
and evil away 


 PITO-PITO. Packaged by the 
vendor, these leaves are used to 
cure diabetes, kidney ailments 


PETER KREM. Their 
answer to Viagra. 


Enchanting, enchanted Quiapo 


Text by Pam Pastor 
Photos by Mike Alguinto 


HE OLD woman sat on a 

stool, surrounded by colorful 

stones, glass beads, little 
bottles and bits of wood. She didn’t 
look like a wizard or an en- 
Chantress, more like someone's 
grandmother. But with the way she 
rattled off the supposed powers of 
her wares, one would think real 
magic existed in this world. 

Theld up a clear ball that fit perfectly in the 
palm of my hand. "Crystal ball," she said to 
me, her eyes squinting in the afternoon sun- 
light. "Wishing stone din ‘yan. Makikita mo 
diyan ang hihilingin mo." 


Crystal 
balls, lucky 
charms, a 
seahorse 
or two—you 
can find 
them on 
Evangelista 
Street, 
Quiapo's 
answerto 
'Harry 
Potter's' 


CRYSTAL balls, pyramids and golden buddhas 
can be bought off the streets as easy as that. 


ALL THE LUCK IN THE WORLD. These stones will bring you fortune, 
ifyou believe enough. 


LIFESTYLE 


BALAT ng banaba, balat ng 
duhat. The Quiapo cart’s 
answer to paracetamol. These 
leaves can help cure fever. 


Text by Pam Pastor 
Photos by Mike Alguinto 


HE QUIAPO cart is a curious sight. “Pam- 

| paregla,” “pampagana,” “pampapayat,” 

these words scream from the labels of bot- 

tles filled with what looks like thick syrup. But the 

bottles take up only a small space of the cart. It is 

piled high with jars of all sizes, leaves, rocks, 

beads and minerals—all of which supposedly an- 
swer different human needs. 

The lady who mans the cart deems herself a pharmacist of 


She, like the other women who spend their days taking care of 
these carts, will summon you over if you give them as much as a 


es a closer look at their wares. 
enso and boxes of slimming teas. 


She called the wooden chip “sinag-araw.” 
She said that apart from being a lucky charm, 
ir could get rid of envy and fight off people 
with evil intentions. 

What looked like a shriveled bone was ac- 
tually a seahorse. When boiled and drank, the 
old woman said the sea creature "can cure 
asthma.” Python heads can cure stom- 
achaches, she added. 

The hopelessly in love may soon find them- 
selves trooping over to Quiapo to buy love po- 
tions. This form of "gayuma" comes in tiny 
bottles. You're supposed to write your 
beloved's name on a piece of paper and slip it 
inside the bottle. Pretty soon—if you can ac- 
tually believe this—the object of your obses- 
sion will constantly be thinking of you and 
will be at your beck and call 

“Manang, gayuma po ito?" a passerby with 
a toothy grin asked. 

"Oo, para mapasaiyo ang gusto mo,” the old 
woman answered in her raspy voice. 

“Paano po kung pangalan ni Ara Mina ang 
ilagay ko dito?" the joker asked. The old wom- 
an ignored him. 

‘The gold bands hanging on one side of the 
stall are cures for rheumatism and numbness. 
‘There are amulets of all designs and purposes. 

The pyramids bring luck, she said. So do 
the colorful stones. If it's prosperity in busi- 
ness that one seeks, the Mutya ng Dayap is the. 
answer. "Agetch na bato," according to the 
‘woman, brings fortune to one's livelihood. 
The triangular blue stones offer protection 
against your enemies. The red one, which is 
called the “love stone,” fights off envy and 
makes people like you. 

“Buntot pagi" is an antidote for the effects 
of witchcraft. Bullets worn around the neck, 
along with other kinds of accessories adorn 
ing the stall, fight off the ill intentions of peo- 
ple. 

Prices start at P25 to hundreds of pesos 
(mostly for the semiprecious stones and huge 
crystals). 

The answers to all your problems in one 
stall for a few measly bucks! Now if they actu- 
ally worked, wouldn't that make life much 
easier? 
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with bad intentions. 
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KRUS. One must fill the 
bottle with oil. This is used as 
a charm against witchcraft 


" 
1 


SECOMORO, Takes care 
‘of numbness 


SIOKTONG. Just like 
Anisado, this can cure 
hyperacidity and fever. 


FO-TI-TIENG. An 
FA aphrodisiac of sorts 
Neches 


sess 
MAHOGANY SEEDS. Popped 
like tablets, these chips are for 
the diabetic. 


m 


gs 
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OIL. People use it to 
moisturize dry skin. 


QUIAPO WIZARD. She believes in the 


immense powers of her wares, 


ANTLEVIL. The Sinag-araw fights off people 


stone will bring you 
luck for P350. 


SABRINA wouldn't 
like this. Buntot pagi 
isan antidote to 
witchcraft, 
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‘What they said: Master Hopia has the 
best hopia in Quiapo. 

Master Hopia in Villalobos Street comer Ech- 
ague Street is home to what a lot of people call 
“the best hopia,” among other things. One hopia 
goes for P5. We tried the monggo variety. 

Our verdict: This hopia's texture is smooth, 
the flavors are subtle. It goes down easily. We 
dont have enough hopia authority to proclaim it 
as the best, but we're sure it comes close. 

What they said: You can buy huge bags of 
nacho chips from Quinta market for less 
than a hundred. 


EC 


| 


A BAG of nachos for P26? Not bad at all 


We explored Quinta market with gusto, keep: 
ing our eyes open for huge bags of nacho chips. 
We saw slabs of meat, PX goods, bars of soap, but 
mo huge bags of chips. Two market vendors 
pointed us over to Killion Trading on Orosco 
Street. The walls are lined with baking supplies 
and other goodies and yes, they had nacho 
chips. 

Our verdict: The bag wasn't huge, but at 
P26 for the chips and P10 for the cheese 
sauce, it beats what most supermarkets and 
malls have to offer. 

We also visited the store selling Excelente 
Cooked Ham on Palanca Street. People flock to- 
wards this store especially around the holidays to 
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Text by Pam Pastor 
Photos by Mike Alguinto 


tions. We gave them all a shot. 


LIFESTYLE 


D IFFERENT people offered different sugges- 


FEAR Factor—not. These 
century eggs are heavenly 


conse 


B Hen 
à ames ET 

AFTER Mass delight. Church goers go to] 
Canteen to enjoy pancit malabon 


What they said: J Canteen proffers the 
best pancit in Quiapo. 

‘J Canteen on P Paterno St. has been serving 
what has been tagged as "the best pancit in 
Quiapo” for eight years now. People have 
been known to head straight to this hole-in- 
the-wall right after attending Mass at Ouiapo 
Church. A plateful of pancit palabok costs P20 
while pancit malabon is a little more pricey at 
P30. The noodles are loaded with toppings 
and generously sprinkled with sinful 
chicharon, 

Our verdict: Its pretty dam good. The 
serving is a little small if your appetite is huge 
or if you're extra hungry. We figured two or- 
ders would be enough to hit the spot, And at 
such low price, how can you go wrong with 
that? 


buy ham for Noche Buena. Just outside Exce- 
Jente, Iwas able to buy large century eggs for on- 
1y P12. They were heavenly. 

People will not go hungry in Quiapo. Apart 
from the numerous fast food chain branches 
sandwiched between stores selling all sorts of 
merchandise, you can find carts and carts of 
street food and stalls selling rice cakes and native 
delicacies, Some people go around with baskets 
selling homemade goodies for those brave 
enough to buy. There are fruit stands and veg- 
etable stands and carts that sell softdrinks by the 
cup. 

And when you are tired from walking 
around, when the sensual overload exhausts 
you and when the Quiapo heat finally gets to 
you, almost everything seems delicious. 

E-mail the author at ppastor@inguir- 
ercon.ph. 
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CAMERAS for those who want to capture 
the art of fe with their lens. 


as something for everyone 


Ifyou... 

are fashion conscious, you will enjoy 
shopping in Quiapo (see related article). 
‘There are thrift finds and imported goods, 
Junk that you can turn into treasure by mix- 
ing and matching, and gorgeous, gorgeous 
finds if you know how and where to look. 
One of the best things about Quiapo? You 
can always haggle your way to the price you 
want, 

are sporty and athletic there are a lot of 
sports stores along Evangelista street that 
sell everything from punching bags and balls 
of all kinds to medals and trophies. 

are a musician, you can find musical instru- 
ments at low prices on Evangelista St., too. (In. 
fact, a lot of shops double as music and sports 
stores. My brother was able to buy his bongos. 
from one of the stores without spending too 
much. 


What they said: Globe (no, not the 
telecom) sells che best lumpia in Quiapo, 

“Parang hindi ka pa nakapunta sa Quiapo 
kung hindi ka pa kumain dito,” Gil Nartea, a 
photojournalism professor at the University 
of the Philippines, said as we watched the 
man behind the glass counter whip up 
lumpia after lumpia, Globe Lumpia, found 
in Oulapo's Raon Street has been around for 
46 years now. That Thursday afternoon, 
happy patrons kept ordering fresh lumpia, 
made especially to suit their tastes (no gar- 
Jic, extra garlic). Others walked in and left 
with their lumpia in brown bags. Each order 
costs only P16, 

Our verdict: Each bite of lumpia is an 
explosion of different flavors that come 
together for an exhilarating experience 
of the palate. I's good, really good. Even 
my grandma agrees. 
pum 


pd 


are a techie geek, there are shops selling 
gadgets and computer accessories for next to 
nothing. You have to know your stuff, though, 
lest you are duped into buying something 
that doesn’t work. You can also buy blank CDs 
at low prices for all your burning needs. 

are a food lover, Quiapo is home to all kinds 
of adventures for your palate. (See related ar- 
ticle.) 

are adventurous, danger seems always im 
minent in Quiapo, if you allow yourself to feel 
it. Remember that like any other place in the 
world, Quiapo can be as boring or as exciting 
as you make it. 

are an artist, Quiapo may just provide the 
inspiration you are looking for. It will feed 
your senses to overflowing. There is always 
something to see, always something to expe- 
rience in Quiapo, as long as you keep your 
eyes open. 
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Exclusive to SMART & TALK 'N TEXT Subscribers 


For more details: 


Type "MS" Send to 288 
Or Call Customer Hotline No. 888-9105 
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Trish is near 
Greenbelt 

` Mansions 
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Find people and places easily with 


Locate people, establishments, and directions fast and easy with SMART zed WISL— 
the Where Is Locator. SMART zed WISL is the new location-based service available 
through text, Now, you can have peace of mind as It allows you to find people, establishments 
and directions with WISL Person Finder, Establishment Finder, and Direction Finder." 


For worry-free location information, activate your SMART zed WISL today! 
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LIFESTYLE 


LADY OF THE 
RINGS, These 
accessories area 
catch at P10 each. 


‘Text by Jason Doplito 
2bU! Correspondent 
Photos by Mike Alguinto 


HO goes to Quiapo for 
the malls? Apparently, a 
good number of Filipinos. 


But despite the presence of shop- 
ping mall conglomerate ShoeMart 
in this district, more opt for the 
open-air bangketa and tiangge 
stalls No wonder people are 
spilling all over the streets here. If 
you think that only a beleaguered 
teenage would-be mother can en- 
joy the goods of Quiapo, you might 
be in for a teeny shock. You can ac- 
tually satisfy your fashionista crav- 
ings in Quiapo, and skip over- 
crowded Divisoria in the process. 

First, dismiss any silly rumors about the 
presence of SARS in ukay-ukays. The bacteria 
couldn't have possibly survived the long trip 
from China to our country, and the heavy traf- 
fic from the pier to Quiapo. Having done that, 
head on to Ramon Hidalgo Street, which is to 
the left of the Nazarene Church, and scour the 
long line of clothes being sold for only P35. 
Anything greater than that will qualify under 
“expensive.” 

Initially you'll probably not even touch the 
clothes because the act lacks glamour, but 
there really are some good finds. You have to 
carefully inspect the clothes though, because 
they are, after all, used items. There might be 
holes in them that you cannot fix anymore. 
Here you can also buy funky socks in crazy 
and colorful themes priced at P35. 


Brand-new items 

The other side, Carriedo Street, offers 
brand-new clothing with more options for 
men, too. They have black shirts with draw- 
ings of the more popular rock bands and hip- 
hop artists, but they come in extra-large sizes 
so it might be better to leave them to the fol- 
lowers of the grunge look. What are nicer 
though are the underwear, also along the 
same area. Although you're better off wearing 
them only if you are sure no one sees them for MASS 
they loudly scream "fake" once the garter BERENS EA 
shows off the Polo, Calvin Klein and Bench la- 
els. Ladies will also have a grand time shop- 
ping for lingerie with cute cartoon prints. All 
items are not more than P100. 


Back-to-school shopping 
Before you reach the LRT, make a right turn. 
PRESTIGE 


QUENCHING/D2 


SUE DEVITT STUDIO 
SMASHBOX 

THREE CUSTOM COLOR 
PHILOSOPHY 

LINDA CANTELLO 
TONY & TINA 


WICKED SISTA 

EARTH THERAPEUTICS 
NATUROPATHICA 
AROMA FLORIA 
BURT'S BEES 


2 - 
BLOOM CANUS GOAT'S MILK 


WARNING 
BEAUTY CAN BE HABIT-FORMING. 


sBeauty bar 


The Power Plant Mell-Rockwell Center 898-2042 / 898-2043 * Glorietta 2-Ayala Center 810-0526 / 810-0684 » Corte de las Palmas-Alabang Town Center 842-8350 / 842-8351 
‘Shangri-La Plaza Mall 687-0018 * Katipunan Avenue-Loyole Heights 433-0188 « Festival Supermall 850-4025 * The Podium 633-7808 Greenbelt 3-Ayala Center 757-4577 
QUIAPO'S own woman of cloth. 


AS 


IT'S raining bra! It comes in all sizes. 


O Ad ^ 
NO, this is not your neighbor's newly washed 


qo Be YOU fo p 
ie 
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to Platerias Street and start your back-to- 
school shopping. A wide array of backpacks 
under the popular brands of Jansport, Adidas 
and Puma make good "American Idols” of the 
originals. Aside from school bags, they also 
have traveling and mountaineering bags, 
which go from large to extra large. Before you 
buy them, try to stretch the bags stitching to 
make sure they are not easily ripped apart. 
Then pray they really do not rip apart once 
you put your things in them. 


Fine accessories 

Go back to Carriedo Street and walk to- 
wards the Nazarene Church. At the end of the 
said street, you'll find Lotta Marketing Corpo- 
ration, a shop that probably sells the best 
ladies’ accessories in the whole of Quiapo. Its 
an air-conditioned shop but that shouldn't in- 
timidate you as the prices are still Quiapo- 
friendly. With most of the jewelry imported 
from Korea, the shop is also perhaps the 
trendiest. Here you'll find necklaces (P120), 
bracelets (P80), earrings (P40-P120) and 
beads to gratify the fashion accessory mon- 
ster in you. From simple pearls to flashy ac- 
cessories, they are sure to match your taste 


JUNE'S not too far away to shop for these 
schoolbags. 


"TWO ladies gun for the ukay-ukay shirts. 


anytime. 

Along the sidewalk of this street, or 
bangketa, are even more affordable acces- 
sories. You'll have to look down to find a little 
boy and a woman selling dainty bracelets and 
rings that won't be loud enough for litle girls. 
They were right in front of the Plaza Miranda 
Mall two weeks ago. And speaking of malls, 
there are a couple of other department stores 
that you can go to for more low-priced shop- 
ping. The Manila City Plaza has a gigantic col- 
lection of mobile accessories, from cases to 
pendants to personalize your cell phones. At 
the Plaza Miranda Mall, you can find watches 
and shades (P10) to spruce up your ordinary 
get-up. 

If you are looking for formal Filipino wear, 
La Manileña (Palanca Street) and Manings 
Lace Corporation (Evangelista Street) are 
dealers of all kinds of barong, wedding 
gowns, baptismal dresses and other native 
products. But if you want more Filipino sou- 
venir items, walk north from the front of the 
Nazarene Church, where the Quiapo Bridge 
is, and under that you'll ind more of them. 


jewelry for every 
occasion, 


2BU! PROMO 


Quiapo quest 


f] , ink you need a little magic in your 
life? Tell us why in 50 words or less. E- 
mail contest2bU@inguirer.com.ph with 
"I need magic" as subject. If you're 


You don't 
have to go 


we really really like your an- 


give you a set of charms. 
Heck, we'll even throw in a love potion or 
two. Don't forget your name, age, 
school/office and contact information. 


Q,, Sure, these tops will look fab on you. 
"Tell us what you'll wear them with by e- 
jailing us at 
com. ph with "T want those tops" as sub- 

ject and we might just give them to you. 
We'll even add crazy socks to the pack- 


PHOIOSBT MRE ALQUINIO 


all the way 
to Quiapo 

to get your 
contest2bu@inquir- 


hands on 
these finds. 


age. Don't forget your personal info and 


contact details. 


Bj, If accessories are more your thing, 
you're going to adore these Quiapo finds. 
Tell us about your favorite accessories at 
contest2bu@inquirer.com.ph. Use “I de- 
serve these accessories” as subject. Send 
your answers along with your name, age, 
school/office and contact information. 


Dazzle us 
with your 
wit and we'll 
give them 


‘These trinkets may soon adom your 
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an 
WD 


SPREAD 'EM. 
Manang does some 
leopard stretching. 


Now itll be crazy to enumerate the other 
finds that we discovered in Quiapo. You have 
to find out for yourself where the buzz is be- 
cause that’s half the fun. The other half is dis- 
covering you can get stuff for much less than 
what you'll pay in upscale department stores. 
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| JAPONOISE CHIC. f eas ee 
JIGGY WITH IT. Georgette BLUE CHINA. Trish Brionesand ^ BLESS YOU. Rina isin of Society 


Nepomuceno and Romina Urra Carmina Sanchez | Checheljoson Marquez, sari queen 


Temptation island E3 


Erik Cua, 
our 23-year 


J, HE POST-HOLY old Dal 
" Week scene has sun Lama 
TILES m]. f I drenched bodies 44 


EMPEROR'S COURT. Raul Manzano, Audrey roen for a longer frivolous flavors as partyphiles wor- ü 
Tan, Miguel Zubiri and Maurice Arcache break—the “I-need-a-va- shipped at the latest hip bar-resto in. 
cation-from-my-vacation" town. | |] 
mode—and reminiscing dee iym i with d 
Pav -licious delights—from model- 
the beach-bum lifestyle of TE E nata 
the week gone by. Thank- mj, 2 thing was just a prayer away. 
fully I missed my early y,» Behind Temples temptation is 
morning flight to the YP (2 year-old Bak Cua- nights 
£ newest wünderkind. You must 
pecs 3d oe fisse gasmicattires that spelled Asa wth know that he îs the brains and mus- 
CHINA CHOP. Kara ncn ICE. a capital A. cle behind Eastwood City successes 
‘Tolentino scores high companion—my bed. There were patchwork overload, Jacks Loft (still the best cheesecake P 
with her do. D Though the Holy Midweek gave sari seduction, kimono clusters and in town) and The Basement. Make 
y Ed me the beach itch, I just jazzed up dragon dynamites all aflame. way for Erik, dudes. p 
MU E B cee and got 1 want to crown my favorite That night also coincided with 
ready for Manolet Dario's Easter stylist Jenni Epperson with a PMAP prexy Rissa Samson's natal 
eve party at Temple—which was “Miss Chinatown" title forheref- day (Shared with twin Robby MISS CHINATC OWN. Jem 
packed with mucho, mucho party- fortless Chinoise-street-chic- Mananquil). DJs Elain Habayeb, FPP' 
philes who decided that Manila was meers-Japanimation-robe style Martin Pulgar and Kevin Ruiz 
the best spot to chill this season. lux; Miguel Rosales, who bril- (who can make me dance even in 
‘Talking about Temple, this latest Jiantly paired a Thailand souvenir my sleep) pumped the music up, 
reason to go east this side of Green- shirt with a black Yohji jacket; and up and away, as the giant Buddha 
STYLETRIBE. Kate belt had a sassy, saucy opening par- Audrey Tan, in a red cheongsam loomed over the partyphiles 
ale ty just about a week ago. that spelled dragon lady—to heads, as if to watch over the ran- 
Pardo, Tess Villareal — Uptown and downtown chic birthday boy Miguel Zubiri. dom revelry. 
and Jacques Chahine mixed and matched in Oriental or- There were more fun, funky and Long lines formed to the bath- 
room, and even longer lines to the 
bar, as booze flowed freely, freely, 
A freely. 
PIANOS, ELECTONES, “Y- à PRO AUDIO EQUIPMENT `% Guess were gifted with candy CHALK LIST. It couple Rafa 
CLAVINOVAS tabs in the form of cigarettes remi Alunan and Amina Aranaz 
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P 79,990.00 : E aul esa Friday's main event is the launch 
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es. 390: ur 
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ENS P 2,890.00 that trusted shoe brand from our 
P 99,990.00 i ops man "80s childhood, is back with a hip- 
FREE P10,000 GI Voucher. SOUNDTECH PL602 per-than-hop, sole-ful renaissance, PRETTY PAIR. PMAP prexy 
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For feedback, text us at (0919)880-33-54 or email us at pr. envíe, 
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Tas shy. They were friendly. They were 


reluctant. They were eager. They were wordy. 
They were silent. They are new. They are not. 
They are young. They are old. They have one thing in n 
common. The place they call home. teshen nu 
‘These are the faces of Quiapo. Will you pay them at- Lin 
tention if you see them? 
Jinjin, candle vendor 


Was seen: selling candles in front of Quiapo Church Ume; S 
- Hasbeenin Quiapo: for one year 
What's the best thing about Quiapo? “Nandito ang pera. At 


maraming tao.” 
What's the worst thing about Quiapo? “Maraming tsismosa at 
pakialamera." 


rc pes 
E ie TAIE? 
Kankunis & 


Herbal Slimming Tea y 


f 


7) WONDER HERBS IN 1 
Ten 3 att atoning ponte sitmet bp 9 


i y 
ee? up withoug Sweating t? 


(ali on s dope senate 
Eu eL 


e With lanolin and natural aloe 
to moisturize skin. 

o Perfect for instant cleaning 
and freshening-up when 
soap and water are not 

JA JAMES Breath of Fresh Air :Ș ‘ p available 

z 7 x ¥ E » Available in Vitamin E and 
Aloe, Anti-Bacterial Fresh 
Scent and Citrus-Scent 
variants 

» Available in easy-to-carry 
154 travel packs and 40ct 
canisters 


Available at all leading 
supermarkets, 
health & beauty shops, 
and drugstores nationwide 


2 Exclusively distributed by 
‘We've got a whole floor " previously-owned books waiting j Rustan Marketing Corporation 


for a new home in your library! 


From fiction to inspirational, children's, lifestyle, and even 
hard-to-find titles, you can find it here at bargain prices! 


It's a book lover's haveni Notional 


Available only at Superbranch Cubao and Book Store 
Quezon Avenue branches. The country’s national bookstore, 


Gallano, rosary vendor 


«o be VOU eto 
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Was seen: selling rosaries, prayer books and medallions from a makeshift stall attached 


to his wheelchair 


Has been in Quiapo: for 37 years. He first came to Quiapo in 1966 to sell Sweepstakes. 


tickets. 


What's the best thing about Quiapo? "Nakakapagtinda kami kahit disabled.” 

What's the worst thing about Quiapo? "Mga pulis." 

What is Quiapo's role in your life? “Maganda dahil malaya kaming nakakapaghanap- 
buhay. Araw-araw may tao. ito na ang opisina ko." 

Why should people go to Quiapo? "Para magsimba." 


Joselito, balloon vendor 


Was seen: selling balloons in front of Quiapo Church 

Has been in Quiapo: for four years, since he was 7 years old 
What's the best thing about Quiapo? “Simbahan.” 

What's the worst thing about Quiapo? “Wala.” 

What is Quiapo's role in your life? “Hanapbuhay.” 

Why should people go to Quiapo? "Para magsimba.” 


EEK after week, I find 
any inbox flooded with 
inquiries on the best 


products for the skin. With tubes 
and tubes of cleansers and mois- 
turizers lining store shelves, it is 
quite a challenge to find the prod- 
ucts that will, once and for all, 
agree with your skin and not 
make it look like a chemical ex- 
plosion site. The right skin-care 
regimen, has, apparently, become 
the Holy Grail of beauty. 

While these requests add a 
load to my beauty research, 1 am 
glad to hear that more and more 
women (and men!) are becoming 
more and more discriminating in 
terms of choosing the stuff that 
touches their skin. That old bar of 
soap just won't do anymore! Be- 
lieving that proper skin care is 
one of the best beauty invest- 
ments is probably the single piece 
of knowledge that can make a dif- 
ference with the way you look, 
take care of yourself, and yes, 
even how you spend your money 
on products. 

‘Tempting as it may be to stock 
up on the most luxurious and 
expensive brands available to- 
day, the first thing to remember 
is that the price tag on a product 
is not necessarily proportional 
to the results it will deliver. Al- 
so, stocking up after reading on 
the products Donita Rose has on 
her dresser also won't guaran- 
tee the number of endorsements 
she has, much less her complex- 
ion. When picking out the best 
of the lot, consulting a perky 
sales rep or the latest slew of 
recommendations in a glossy 
magazine only comes next to 
consulting your own skin. 

Understanding the way your 


skin reacts to products and other. 
factors is the first step to achiev- 
ing the healthiest complexion. No 
two skin types are alike, which 
explains how that moisturizer 
keeps your sisters skin aglow 
while it makes you break out. 
Knowing your skin type and its 
needs is something that takes 
thoughtful consideration and a 
lot of time. Lucky for you I'l be 
making it easier. Wash off all the 
gunk you have on, take out a mir- 
xor and be honest. 


Dry skin 

The lowdown: 

* Your skin has a matte finish 
even without powder, no gleam- 
ing spots whatsoever. 

* Friends tell you you're lucky 
not to have caverns for pores. 

* You find yourself complaining 
about premature aging, finding a 
few “wrinkles” here and there, fine. 
lines on parts of the face. 

* You are sometimes plagued 
with red patches and rough, fiak- 
ing skin. 

What you worry about: 

* Visible signs of aging (lines 
and wrinkles) developing earlier 

* Your skin going berserk with 
climate changes (especially in 
cooler weather), feeling tight and 
even peeling 

* Greater susceptibility to al- 
lergies 

What you need: 

* Mild, non-drying, non-irritat- 
ing products with as few ingredi- 
ents as possible (to avoid puffy 
faces and other allergic reactions) 

* Moisture, moisture, mois- 
ture! And I don't mean grease, 
okay? 

* A mild treatment for your oc- 
casional battles with acne. Think 


Lora ^. 
Gabol 


tea tree oil 


Oily skin 

The lowdown: 

* Your vain friends check their 
reflections on the glistening sur- 
face that is your forehead. 

* Your pores mimic the craters 
on the moon. 

* You have a stash of benzoyl 
peroxide, salicylic acid, and tea 
tree oil for your too-often zit at- 
tacks. 

What you worry about: 

* Pimples, blackheads, white- 
heads that appear on the worst 
places, at the wrong time 

* The time oil blotting sheets 
will be phased out. How can you 
live with a greaseball fora face? 

What you need: 

* Non-comedogenicity. In oth- 
er words, products that won't get 
too friendly and stay too long in 
your pores 

* Light formulas that will al- 
low your skin to breathe and 
won't bea chore to wash off 

* A moisturizer, believe it or 
not! The key words: oil-free 


Combination skin 
The lowdown: 
*. You're shiny in some 


places—your nose and forehead. 
This gets worse during the hor 
and humid summer months. 

* You wish you can transfer all 
the excess “moisture” on your T- 
zone to your dry cheeks. 

* You get breakouts some- 
times, allergies on occasion. 

What you worry abou 

* Once-in-a-while (but once 
too many) pimple breakouts and 
clogged pores on your nose 

* Shiny portions of your face in 
the summer 

* Dry as the Sahara complex- 
ion around Christmas 

What you need: 

* Balance. Your products 
should target dry areas with 
moisture and oil-control for ex- 
cess grease. 

Now that you've categorized 
your skin type and discovered 
exactly what it needs to main- 
tain its health, you need a reli- 
able line to help. The VMV Hy- 
poallergenics line has been in 
the business of taking care of all 
skin types even before the boom 
of beauty products, and is con- 
tinuing to make satisfied, loyal 
users of their customers until 


this very day. Their secret is the 
simplicity of the products they 
offer—free of the “frilly” and 
complicated regimens some la 
bels recommend. They are firm 
believers of cleansing, toning 
and moisturizing, but have 
added an extra step to this regi- 
men: protecting. True advocates 
oftheanti-sun damage school of 
beaury, they also specialize in 
intensive sun protection, a must 
for optimum skin condition. 

After categorizing your skin 
type, the next logical step is to use 
the products formulated especial- 
ly for your skin condition. Borne 
of in-depth research and testing, 
the skin-care lines of VMV Hy- 
poallergenics were instant hits 
for many problematic, skin-con- 
scious people. The simple, color- 
coded system makes this even 
easier 

Milk White for dry skin. 
Cleanse with the Super Cream 
Cleanser everyday, and exfoliate 
with the Super Skin Cleanser 
with’ Pumice twice a week. Fol- 
low up with Superskin 1 to deep 
cleanse and tone. Nourish dry 
skin with Superskin Supermois 
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Rosella, sampa- 
guita vendor 

Was seen: selling 
sampaguita with 
three other young 
girls 

Has been in 
Quiapo: fortwo 
weeks 

What's the best 
thing about 
Quiapo? “Marami 
pong nagdadasal di- 
to. At maraming tao.” 

What's the worst. 
thingabout 
Quiapo? "Mga away- 
away. 

What is Quiapo's 
role in your life? 
“Dito po ako nag- 
dadasal. At nandito 
poang Nazareno." 

Why should peo- 
ple go to Quiapo? 
“Para magsimba.” 


Marlon 

Was seen: do- 
ing tricks on his 
skateboard. 

Has been in. 
Quiapo: forever, 
since he wasa ba- 
by. He's 14 now. 

What's the 
best thing about. 
Quiapo? "Kasiya- 
han at mga kaibi- 
gan." 

What's the 
worst thing 
about Quiapo? 
“Mga gulo." 

What is 
Quiapo's role in 
your life? "Tam. 
bayan." 

Why should 
peoplegoto 
Quiapo? “Para 
magsimba. 
Masaya sa 
Quiapo, minsan 
magulo.” 


turizer to replenish moisture 
levels and smoothen skin. Last- 
ly, protect skin from the harmful 
sun with Armada sunscreen. 

Spring Green for oily skin. 
Wash away dirt and grime with 
the Super Cream Cleanser for 
Oily Skin, slough off dead skin 
cells with Super Cream Cleanser 
with pumice, or treat with Super 
Cream Cleanser with Zine PCA 
and pumice. Use Superskin 3 to 
refresh, and Superskin Pore 
Minimiser to tighten enlarged 
pores. Hydrate with Oil-Free Su- 
perskin Moisturizer with SPP 
15. Don't skip the sunscreen. 

‘Summer Peach for combina- 
tion skin, Use Super Cream 
Cleanser for combination skin 
day and night, alternate with Su- 
perskin Cleanser with Pumice at 
least twice a week. Apply Super: 
skin 2, a fresh toner, with cotton 
ball after cleansing. Superskin 
Moisturizer SPF 15 is my favorite 
for a supple, fresh complexion, 
and 1 follow up with Armada Face 
Cover SPF 45 to avoid sun dam- 
age. 

VMV Hypoallergenics has ex 
panded its skin care line with a 
Spa/Clinic for intensive beauty 
treatments to improve skin condi- 
tion even more. Visit Original 
Skin by VMV at King's Court, Pa- 
song Tamo, Makati, or call 889- 
6137 t039. 


Reference: VMV Hypoallergenics 
Newsletter, The Skin Issue 


VMV Hypoallergenics are avail- 
able at Watson's and major depart- 
ment stores. 


E-mail the author at pdi_vani- 
ware@hotmail.com 
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with over 9 million 


subscribers this summer 


The blazing hot days of summer are 
with us once again and Smart is in full 
throttle party mode, With Smart's 8 
million subscriber milestone 
celebrations still fresh in the minds of 
all those who reveled during the 
Domins series last December, Smart 
kicked off this summer with yet 
another reason to celebrate: another 1 
million subscribers carned in a span of 
just a few months. bringing its ever- 
growing subscriber base to over a 
‘whopping 9 million. 

Smart Rei9ns is undoubtedly the 
theme party of the year. Apily. the 
parties are being thrown in 9 popular 
hotspots across the country. Baguio, 
Subic, Enchanted Kingdom, Batan, 
Puerto Galera, Boracay, Cebu, Davao 
and Metro Manila, are the chosen 
destinations that have gotten 
blitzed by s series of concens, 
parties, games and dazzling 
firework displays. 

Since April 16, 
the Smart Rei9ns 
festivities have 
been in full swing 
in Baguio, 

Batangas. 
Boracay and 
Enchanted 
Kingdom. 

For Smart 
subscribers who 
chose to reminisce 
Panagbenga and 
spend the holidays 
amidst ihe pine trees 
and crisp mountain air 
of Baguio, a free 
refreshing welcome 
drink awaited them at 
either Baguio Country 
Club or Camp John 
Hay, where they 
could also enjoy the 
shows at the Bullfield, 

For those whu opted for the 
powder-fine sand and 

turquoise green waters of 
Boracay. discounted tickets to a 
3-day Easter dance carnival 
featuring Slinky and Anton. 
Ramos were offered to beach 
partyphiles on the Smart 
network, with a free beer to boot. 


And for a totally enchanting offer, free 
"Ride AIl tickets have been available 
at Enchanted Kingdom for every ticket 
bought using Smart Money or Mobile 
Coupon. 

Smart Rei9ns is in fact a treasure 
trove of offers designed to make each 
and every one of their 9 million 
subscribers fee! rewarded for their 
loyalty, as well as give new 
subscribers a taste of what makes 
‘Smart simply amazing, 

And for those who aren't yet on the 
‘Smart network, there are myriad 
reasons to sign up pronto. With Smart 
Buddy, you can own a brand new 
Nokia 2100 for just or a Nokia 3315 

for only at incredibly affordable 
prices. Or if you prefer, 
SIM Swap to a Smart 
Buddy 64K 
Super SIM 
and get neat 
summer 
premium items 
via pick-a-prize, 
ranging from mesh 
bags, visors, caps, 
waterproof cell pouches 
and beach mats. Similarly, 
you can also purchase a 
Smart Buddy 64K Super 
SIM for only P199 and avail 
of the premium items via pick- 
a-prize as well 
With Talk *N Text, grab a 
stylish mesh bag when you SIM 
Swap to Talk 'N Text Power SIM, 
purchase a Talk *N Text Power 

SIM for only P150 or when you 

purchase a minimum Call and Text 

Card of just P300. 

With Smart Gold, SIM Swap or 
avail of the Gold Rush package and 
get a cool premium item. The higher 
the plan, the miore premium the item. 
You can also avail of a free vanity kit 
by simply activating “My Calendar" 
and “Horoscope” and Smart IDD is 

giving away free cool postcards 
to visitors at the booth. 
For those who load their 
celfones using Smart 
Electronic Load, a chance to 
win a premium item through 
pick-a-prize awaits you. The 
more credits you load, the more 
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chances you get of picking-a-prize, 
And with Smart Money, enroll in the 
loyalty program, pay just P200 and get 
a stylish mesh bug or vanity kit. Also, 
you can register to Smart Mobile 
‘Coupon service by typing <Reg First 
Name, Last Name, Birthday, Gender, 
Interest, # of messages to be 
received/week> and send to 270 for 3 
chances to win a pen or notepad. 

‘And finally, for the savvy techies 


TL cum 

out there who indulge in a lot of 
MMS, activate your Smart MMS and 
GPRS features using your MMS- 
capable handset and get a chance to 
win a stylish mesh beach bag. 

Expect to see more perks 
exclusively for Smart subscribers in 
ali 9 hotspots. A “Mobile Pitstop’, for 
instance, is a new concept designed to 
assist Smart subscribers with their 
celfone needs. Expect to sce a lounge 


and service center exclusively for 
‘Smart transactions. This is just one of 
the many privileges in store for Smart 
subscribers this summer. 

Expect to sec and hear more about 
Smart Rei9ns as we prepare for yet 
another heatwave. If one thing's for 
sure, there'll be at least 9 million 
happy, partying out-of-towners this 
summer. 
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What's hot and what's not 


in the district of Quiap 


Photos by Mike Alguinto 
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PRICES. Quiapo redefines the word " 
pensive.” And if whatever It is that you wish 
to buy is not cheap enough, you can always 
whip out your bargaining skills unti the 
prices are low enough for your budget 


Quiapo 


ae 
THE SPIRITUALITY. Quiapo church plays 
a very big role in the lives of both locals. 
and visitors. There's beauty in the sereni- 
ty one finds within the confines of the 
church, especially in stark contrast with 
the constant chaos of its surroundings. 


d 


MELTING POT. We saw two Moslem women in complete garb, 


buying chicken from KFC. Quiapo is where people from 


COOL COOL N 


QUIAPO. Finally, the 
underpass has air- 
conditioning. it's a 
major rellef from the 
unbearable summer 
heat. 


E 


PIRACY. Do we 
really have to 
explain this? 
all cul- 


tures, standpoints and lifestyles meet. Everything is real and at 


the same time dream-like. 


PEOPLE WHO SPIT ON THE STREETS. Number one, it 
disgusting. Nah, we don't need a number three. 


Rice with a choice of: 
* Crispy Sisig 

+ inihaw na Liempo 

* Pork BBQ 

* Chicken Inasal 

* Chicken Pork Adobo 
* Pork Sinigang 


For kidronly! — 


knpa tea Coon Y 
ni tep 


2) 


T 


A Snitt Brak 
Irat fom Apel ngo. 


's unhygienic, Number two, it's 


Rice Toppings, choice of: 
+ Spareribs 

+ Beef Brisket 

* Mixed Vegetables 

« Mixed Seafood 

+ Soya Chicken 

* Sweet & Sour Pork 

+ Sweet & Sour Fish Fillet 


oven Groner, Ansa Comis Maan Cry 
Hama + B-090 FINIS 
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HOSPITALITY. Con- 
trary to what a lot of 
people think, some. 
Quiapo locals are actu- 
ally friendly. They strike 
up conversations and 
give directions with 
enough warmth that 
can't be expected from 
strangers. 


SECS RON a a n [rry 


UNABASHED AWE. 
Strangers gaped at our 
photographer's cameras, 
they read our IDs out loud 
and asked questions about 
the paper. Their curiosity 
and interest were so real, 0 
honest, so unlike the Jaded 
front put up by most people 
we meet every day. 


[DIRE 


THE PUSHING AND SHOVING. Pedicab drivers holler at 
you to get out of the way. Shoppers push you. Countless 
elbows jostle you. When vendors talk to you, they get re- 
ally close. Apparently, respect for one's personal space 
is absent in 


is district. 


WHAT is the gov- 
‘ernment doing for 
Quiapo? No, realy 


THE CRIME 
RATE. We've 
heard countless 
stories of peo- 
ple losing their 
phones, bags, 
themselves in 
Quiapo. We're 
only grateful it. 
didn't happen to. 
us. 


Girl gets tired of initiating 
dates with boyfriend 


DEAR Sep and Mark, 

There is a guy I've been seeing 
(and I think I'm in love with him) 
for almost a year now, and he 
seems to be the ideal man I've 
been looking for. He's cute, fun, 
has a good job, and best of all, he 
makes me feel good. That sounds 
perfect, right? But the problem is 
that we rarely see each other. 
Since we both have jobs, we are 
too busy to hang out and date reg- 
ularly. 

Another problem is that lately, 
I've been feeling as if Im always 
the one who has to call him up 
just so we can schedule a date or a 
little trip. It's as if I'm the one tak- 
ing charge of things. Pm older 
than him, and being the one who 
always does the initiating makes 
me feel older than I really am. 

Sometimes, I don't contact him 
fora while just so he can have the. 
opportunity to call me up and in- 
vite me to go out. But that only re- 
sults in not hearing from him for 
weeks, and the longest that I've 
waited was about a month and a 
half. 

My friends have asked me if he 
really is worth putting up with all 
that trouble, and J tell them that 
he's the only guy whom I can have 
so much fun with. Only, that 
doesn't happen as often as I'd 
like. So that is what we have to 
work on in our relationship. What 
do you guys think? 

MS DAZED AND CONFUSED. 


Sure, he seems to have the quali- 
ties that you've been looking for in a 
man. Sure, he is the best date you've 
ever had. But if you measured the 
time thar you spent sitting on your 
hands and waiting in vain for him to. 
call you, you'd find out that you 
could have had enough time and op- 
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portunities to meet 10 other guys 
who could prove to be good dates as 
well, or even good boyfriends. 

Any self-respecting person can 
see that all the good things you like 
about your guy is outweighed by the 
hellish uncertainty he gives you in 
your non-progressing relationship. 
And, come to think of it, if he likes 
you and knows how to make you 
Teel good, then he should know bet 
ter than ignoring you for weeks af- 
ter one good date. 

My advice is don't take him too 
seriously because he certainly does 
that to you. Maintain the power bal- 
ance by treating him as flippantly as 
he treats you and be open to meet- 
ing other better fish. I'm sure 
they're out there. 

‘SEP 


Dear Miss Dazed and Confused, 
who's probably desperate and 
masochistic too, you have to be re- 
minded that blaming one's job for 
the absence of color in your love life 
ig pointless. You surely can't sue 
your employer or expect you and 
your bhabes to drop your day jobs 
like a hot potato, just to have more 
time for fries or caviar. Out there in 
the jungle, Jacks and Jills juggle ca- 
reer and love (and more) and 


they're not even Wonder Woman or 
Krusty the Clown to begin with. 
Looks like your man is no juggler, or 
maybe he has a knack for juggling 
other stuff (uhm, girl perhaps?). 

Pat your back for actively pursu- 
ing your own happiness. Pat it dry, 
too, since your back is probably wet 
with all the initiating you've been 
forced to do. I know you're irked by 
now since every girl deserves to be 
pursued at least ome thousand 
times, and the one you think you al- 
ready love hasn't pursued you even. 
once. 

The responsible and active you 
may simply be attributed to the fact 
that you are older, Not a bad thing, 
actually. Your actions are under- 
standable and commendable for a 
while, but do you want to be your 
boyfriend's mom, really? 

You've thrown one and a half 
months into the trash bin. Don't 
waste another day. Just think of the 
many dishes and Dicks (or Toms 
and Harries) you can sample in- 
stead of yawning and obsessive- 
compulsively glancing at your 
watch. 

Fun isn't the only criterion you 
should base a relationship on. If 
that's the only reason why you're 
holding on to your babes, look 
around and realize that there are 
many Georges in the jungle who can. 
give you more fun—if thats what 
you're really looking for in a rela- 
tionship. 

Sure, your boyfriend makes you 
feel good about yourself—every 
time you're together, which is like 
once a month, ! suppose, but why 
not feel glorious 29 days a month as 
opposed to feeling good only once a 
month? 

‘Try to let go of your pet and get 
back into the groove of the jungle. 

MARK 
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Quiapo is the place 


where fortunes 
are made. Ask 


Quiapo's outlandish 


True Music. Tuo a | 
emotions, Liston to thom 


fortune tellers E ELIT. | 
Gloria Arroyo and the Queen | Sea 
of Millennium Prophets 


Text by Tim Yap 
Photos by Mike Alguinto 


RoBINSONS “| 


“SA NGALAN ng Ama, ng Anak, at ng Espiritu 
Santo..." the priest's booming voice reverber- 


ates even outside the Quiapo church, where ji St andard 
vendors of all colors, shapes and sizes huddle E 

like sheep, very much like the prayerful peo- © d 
pie curing Cede rampie on an at a hartere 


day afternoon. 

“Amen.” As the guy in robes ends the Mass, 
all who are engaged in the commerce of 
Church Inc. respectfully make the sign of the 
cross. Never mind if the customer is about to 
pay for the com that he has ordered, or the 
chicharon that is just being packed, or the 
“kwek-kwek” that Bas just been fried. 

If Jesus would suddenly come upon the 
scene, he would think twice before driving 
the merchants away from the temple. 

"Pu***g ina mf parel” A guy kisses his 
buddy with a fist and runs away. 

Around Plaza Miranda, a thousand and one 
scenes unfold—from vendors feverishly sell- 
ing their wares to children slugging it out for 
the last 25-centavo coin of an aims giver, 
lovers finding a moment to sit on a chain, and 
businessmen in motorbikes shuffling to and 
fro the marketplace. 

In other parts of the world, this would be 
the height of underground edge—with skate- 
boarders happily gliding around, kids in shab- 
by chic and nomads in whatchamacallit fash- 
ion happily coming and going aimlessly. 

But to us, it is just Quiapo, ubiquitous as 
the jeepney route and despised as Divisoria in 
terms of chaos, pollution and traffic. 


Millennium fortune. 

On the opposite side of God's temple is a 
stretch of women, with chairs lined in front of 
them. I£ hadn't known what they did, 1 would 
think that these women were out to give mass 
pedicure services to tired churchgoers. 

“For P100, your millennium fortune will be 
told,” says a woman in rose-colored shades, a 
pearly pink bonnet encrusted with diamantes 
that can compete with the costumes for rent at 
Camp Suki, and a shiny purple shawl to match. 

With her colorful frump, she stands out 
from the battalion of fortune tellers. Of 
course, I choose her. 

As our photographer Mike Alguinto ex- 
plains to the woman why he needs to shoot 
her, another la femme bohemia interrupts 
him and urges him to speak in English. “In- 
glisin mo, magaling yan sa Inglisan!" she says. 

In the Quiapo of contrasts, she who speaks 
the best English is queen. 

“Lam the only one with a certificate from 
Cardinal Sin and Santo Papa to operate here,” 
T look into her eyes as she rattles off her cre- 
dentials and she shows me a bunch of cheap 
laminated computer printouts that dangle 
around her neck like treasured pieces from 
the family chest. 


The true president 
On her lap lies a cardboard filled with tape, 
with rando il 
of Prophets, 
erbig words that sound mystical. 
com 


IF writing is your passion and 
meeting deadlines is a breeze for 
you, we invite you to become one 
ofus. 

First, tell us about yourself—who you 
are, what you do, what makes you tick. 
‘Tell us about your disastrous blind date, 
if you wish. 

“Then, choose from the following (or if 
porre ksing ic ca son i Credit Cards! Call 830 1111 

RISA ae SIDER book Or TV Credit for all that really matters www.standardchartered.com/ph 
show review. Pe DR NCA Pee ee A 

Make a profile of your favorite per- 


someone we know.) 


Impress us with a travelogue. 
Write a feature story on something 
jou think we should know about. 
Vocat Mie sure cach article less Participating Brands: Appliance: Amana Electrolux - Fisher and Paykel - La Germania + Philips + 
than 500 words. Pioneer - Sennheiser - Whirpool - White Westinghouse. Camera: Casio + Konica + Nikon - Olympus (^ 
Send this, along with your other work Men Participating Dealers: Appliance: Abenson * Ambassador Appliance - Automatic Center + Sogo >) 


samples (no poetry pleas), to Camera: Columbia - Global Photo Sales Corporation 
Js 2buGinquirercom.ph. 


We will be accepting applications un- 
til May. 


Shangri-La Plaza 
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FOXTROT BY JESS ABRERA 


Wf BAKIT AKO 
M NG MEA 


YOU ROLL THS BALL-LIKE 
THING TOWARD THESE 10 
PIN-LIKE THINGS To SEE 
HOW MANY YOU CAN 
KNOCK OVER. 


ITS TOUGH, BECAUSE 
IP YOUR AIM IS OFF, 
‘YOU END UP 1N 
THESE GUTTER- 
LIKE THINGS, 
WANT To TRYP 
"TS FUN, 


MONTH WHEN I 
WANTED To TAKE 
You BOWLING? 


ea 


cHEck our 
THIS cool 
GAME I 
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MARVIN 


EVER SINCE 1 CAME Home 
FROM THE HOSPITAL, NOO VE. 


c. SUPERIOR To ME 


ACTED LIKE YOU WERE VASTLY 


BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


PUGAD BABOY 


BUT Now 
THAT L KNOW. 
ABOUT YOUR 
LEGAWITHING 
FLAW 


HEN! Ou 
DON'T HANE, 
TO AVD INSULT 

TO INQUE Y? 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


DIVINE COMEDY 


WeSou! You'Re 
BACK! NO, T'M 
BACK ! Wait, How'p 
I cet Here? 


THE Fo 


ALL I SAID WAS "B4 


SKULL T WISH Ato- 
Mo's Home!" AND 


WER OF GRE- 


DON'T TRY to FIND 
AN EXPLANATION TO 
AN ALREADY Bi- 
2ARRE MOMENT. | TREK; INSTEAD 


BUT CouLoN’t You 
Have SAID Some. 
THING FROM'STAR 


ai 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


HONOR YOUR FATHER AND YOUR 
MOTHER. THEN YOU WILL LIVE A 
LONG. FULL LIFE IN THE LAND THE 
LORD YOUR GOD WILL GIVE 


EXODUS M ay 
# 


7. 


| THING IN EARTHIN 


WE SHOULDNT 
BE BAREFOOT. 


E 
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BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 
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YOU BORN TODAY: Itis your hature to be nurturing and protective of others. You care about people, and you care what 
they think of you as well, You value family and are an excellent parent. Nevertheless, your career is very important to 
104 Jugging ths is a challenge Mariage and al soc relationships are favored iis year, 


lirthdate. 
ARIES (March 21 to April 
EPS, 10: Tink avout what re- 
pan changes or resi- 
dential moves have 
achieved for you. You are 
‘now finishing a cycle that started in 
1996 and during which you have 
completely reinvented yourself! 
© ‘TAURUS (April 20 to 
Serious thought to your 
basic values. You want to 


May 20): Inthe past two 
years, you gave long and 
know what really matters in life. 


GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20): Big changes have 
taken place in your life in 
the past two years. Now 
its time to get more seri- 

ous about your job. Think about how 

you can work at something you truly 


enjoy. 
CANCER (June 21 to July 
year for you. After givin 


22): The yea 200315 
definitely a benchmark 


‘up many things, you will 


suddenly find yourself in an entirely 
new sandbox. 


DAILY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1 Play opening 


5 Mother ol 
Honus 


9 Postage 


14 Stranger 
feon 


15 Cyanos 
feature 


16 Speakers’ 
platoons 


17 Highway ey? 


20 Faster 
21 Traner or 


dentist 
22 Shell propeler 


23 Lady's beau 
24 Low digit 


25 Slate dance 


30 Japanese sash 
31 Olds cars 


32 Smartalecky 
38 Connection 


38 Large horns (ET 
41 Mann of 


Motown E 
42 Sided 


44 eligerent god 

46 Gonen eners 

47 Ty Cono 

51 Betel sysiem 

54 Hot bs 

5 Vaney movies 

56 Anal tat 
pays dead 

sa Zerood in on 

2 Sate horse? 

64 Rie pace 

85 Johnson of 
"Rowan and 
Marin's Laugh 
r 

86 Grow wear 

So Sumoered 

63 Taxretum 
porod 

0 Hank or 
Phoebe 


DOWN 

3 Lawyers: abbr 

2 Mastcale 

3 Scorsose lim, 
T Dior 

4 Dazed and 
conlusog 

5 Surtog sto? 

6 Lio Aosop's 
grapes 

7 Leb, neighbor 


Madison, WI 


8 Transmiter 

9 Elin beings 

10 Cats-paw 

11 Rated X 

12 "Rebel wihout 
a Cause” co- 
star 

13 Miltary 
chaplain 

18 One step 

19 Bish 
composer 

23 Windy 
speakers 

25 Meadow 
mouse 

26 In ihe same 
place: Lat 

27 Frodo's band 

28 Debtors leners 

23 Fal behind 

33 Poot Teasdale 

34 Out of 
(discordan 

35 Slangy okay 

37 Boor buy 

39 Jackie's socond 

40 Nava mht 

43 Prlierue or 
pe 


Sy Bruce Vanske & Stona 


45 Vigo star 

48 Numbered 
musical pece 

49 Brish PM 
Macponaid 

50 Reyores 

51 Grook letters 

52 Compete n a 
bee 


536 CA 

57 Ginger cookie 

58 Grook cheese 

59 Coating 

60 Architect 
Saanen 

Bt Took a siraw 

63 Beloro, in 
poetry 


ichael O'Keefe, actor; Barbra Streisand, singer/actress; Shirley MacLaine, actress/dancer. 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Starting this year, 
you enter a two-year 

window where you will 


give up things. This 


could involve a startling shift that 
takes you to a new place by 2005. 

( ) want to be part of some- 
thing bigger than your- 


self. You want to make the world a 


better place. 
time, This year you will 


discover what is working 


Inyour life and what is not. Much 
Success will be yours. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 
22): Your idealism is 
aroused now, and you 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22]: You are about to en- 
teran extremely powerful. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): Make changes 
at home and accept the 
cooperation of co-work- 
ers. In the next two years, 

you move very clearly toward a career 

peak ora time of culmination in 2005. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Do every- 
‘thing that you can to get 
better organized now. 
You want to feel on top of. 
your scene, You want lo 
be able to put your hand out and 
touch whatever you are looking for, 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to 
Jan. 19): This isa fun- 

filed, firiatious time for 
your sign. New romance. 
can begin, Piaytu activi. 
ties with children are de- 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Now that your 
Job has improved, you 
can expect to work very 
tard in the next few 
years. Do this because you will step 
Out on stage —tikea dabut—in 2005. 


PISCES (Feb 1910 

March 20): Many of you 

emar a poriod afin 

creased responsibilities 

with regard to children. 
Privately. some of you are asking, 
"What do I really want to be when | 
grow up?" 


BE) OK 
MARET BOO 
Ree 
ba A 


MIKROKOSMOS 


A MAKALAWA 
NA Ako DARATING , 
DIYAN SA PILIPINAS: 
Vax 00, NAG HAMAN: 
DA NA NGA KAMI E 


PARA SIGURADONG 
FEELING AT HOME 


KA PAGDATING MO; 


ANG STOP- OVER 
NG FLIGHT Moz, 


NAKO BUN PALA 
ME DALA “KONG 


FURRY LOGIC 


TULDOK 


BY MANIX ABRERA 


SAI 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


TAKOT KA RIN, 
a AKG Tr 


HINDI, GA FLA, 
HOLPN EK AKO? 
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Gloria Arroyo and the Gueen 


of Millennium Prophets 


From page FI 
Until see the name “Gloria Ar- 


Not evena 
royo.” “Why is Gloria Arroyo here 


in your board?” 1 cautiously ask ae i $ Jeanne Dixon can 
z p : > 
eeBecaue she ithe false reat 3 : f foretell the wild 
dent,” she replies. “I am the true E i EY S 

president secording to the Mil- predictions of 


lennium prophet, for 1 am the 


queen of the millennium Quiapo’s self- 
prophets. Gloria is just the officer É 
in charge, Iam the real one.” E CE proclaimed 
Isuppress a laugh and urge her gum 
to go on. "Erap is my uncle," she P T 
continues, "You see, my mom is | |" Nostradamuses 
his sister.” - LE 1 
T forget to ask her why she is in much less the fees 
Quiapo and not in Malacafiang, ae Re 3 
where a president should right- they will charge 
fully hold office. F, 
In the middle of the card shuf- 1 
fing, ue x 4 E y r & health, happiness” and other feel- 
sight—of an  innocentlooking 3 3 good words meant for the lost 
Medan Mis Fortune Number 2 d EU 
adam Miss Fortune Number we n 
“Iha, mayaman ang mapapanga- Y 5 youu setels me. Mou have fve 
sawa mo..." And her face brightens E 2 3 Ka EI Bue ES ns - = 
We deeem AT a shiatsu masseuse on a bad day. 
proaches me and begs me to buy - * She then takes out yet another 
the religious items for P10 a pop. j à . x pema Beret on dele ny 
He disappears after some territo- H 3 isse reads e T 5 n 
rial bully boy kicks him in the butt. : jonor sti lent in a final oral test. 
and challenges himtoa fight. | : t 1 IE. 
them, lea , hard: in 
‘woman hits an old xn with an 4 telligent, blah blah blah blah.” 


empty plastic bottle, "Hay, ano h ag, I get tired of the big words, so- 


ba, ang kulit nyo—sabi nga ‘wag 4 politely, 1 say, “Okay, no more 
kayong pakalat-kalat eh!" á questions.” 

e E. a "Okay, P300." She stares at me 
‘Tarot and feng shui el 1 bluntly. 

Sensing my short attention x "Huh? Why the price in 
span, Miss Fortune Teller One, * m crease?” 1 feel like a foreigner 
the Queen of the Prophets, makes who just got duped by the friend- 
her voice louder. "You have to buy ly neighborhood prostitute. 
pung-suy (I think she meant feng Because your photographer 
shui) from us—you can put it ; took my picture!” She proudly 
anywhere—your house, your snaps back, giving Norma 
room, your office..." : Desmond a run for her forune 

Uh, 1 think I have bought ; j money 5 
enough of those from (the late) WS Relieved about the end of the 
Paul Lau—I don't need more. EN Da) inflated session, I head toward 

She then proceeds to read her É "es É the church and make the sign of 
cards, literally. Every tarot would : the cross as 1 observe life in 
have a note, with handwritten 5 d Quiapo pass by, where the cer- 
English inscriptions "love, good tainty ratio is as hula as hula gets. 


er) bia 


Tabu bikini 
show tonight 


ESTABLISHED by Isabel Engwa 
and Amanda Griffin, Tabu 
Swimwear presents a fashion 
show called Moroccan Dusk at 
Dish in Rockwell's Power Plant 
Mall tonight. 

‘The show will have Nancy Cas- 
tiglione, Tanya Paulsen, 
Phoemela Baranda, Nicolette 
Belle, Kyla Fernandez and others 
modeling the swimwear. 

Marc Nelson and Marco Lobre- 
gat will be bartending after the 
fashion show. 

Tickets are priced at P350 for 
men while women get in free. Tick- 
ets are avallable at Dish. Call 898- 
1771/1824. Doors open at 9 p.m. 


Anderson 
book launch 


ANVIL Publishing and Ateneo de 
Manila University-School of Social 
Science announce the launching of 
the Philippine edition of “imagined 
Communities" by scholar Benedict 
Anderson on April 24, 6 p.m., at 
the new PLDT School of Manage- 
ment Building, Ateneo de Manila 
University . “Imagined Communi- 
es" examines the creation and 
global spread of nationality 

Professors of History, Sociolo- 
gy and Anthropology are all invit- 
ed. Invited speakers are UP Presi- 
dent Francisco Nemenzo, Jt, 
Presidential Chief-of-Staff Rigob- 
erto Tiglao, professors Patricio 
Abinales and Joel Rocamora. In- 
terested parties may contact the 
Anvil Marketing department at 
671-9235, 671-1899. 


For the past 9 years, the Philippine Daily Inquirer has topped the Asia Research Organization Readership Survey as TE 
the No.1 broadsheet in the country. This year, we've done it again, thanks to the faith of our readers, advertisers, IN 
dealers, and partners who remain confident in our commitment to public service. We're glad that whatever your 

reading style, you have made us a part of your life. 


News that makes a difference 


——— 


NOKIA 3530 NOKIA 3510 NOKIA 2100 MOTOROLA 1190 
P 7,990 P5,590 P 6,290 P 2,990 


These hot, hot prepaid phone kits from Sun Cellular are going fast. Enjoy unbelievable prices for these prepaid kits. All phones come with a 
Prepaid Navigator Simpack, pre-loaded with P100 worth of credit. Plus, you also get a ONE-YEAR phone warranty. If you prefer a plan, subscribe until 
May 15, 2003 to enjoy P2/min SUN to SUN calls and P0.50 SUN to SUN texts. These pioneer rates apply until September 30, 2003. 


POSTPAID HANDSET RATES 
NEW SUBSCRIPTION SWITCHING 
HANDSETS Plan 250 Plan 1000 Plan 2000 Plan 3500 Plon 1000 Plan 2000 Plan 3500 
Panasonic GD88 27300 — 1900 7500 FREE 16500 FREE FREE 
Nokia 7250 21,000 — 1300 5000 FREE 9000 FREE FREE. 
Sony Ericsson P800 32780 — 2500 18000 FREE T 21.000 12000 
Nokia 89101 31500 — 2200 15000 FREE T 18000 9000 
Nokia 3530 3800 FREE FREE FREE T FREE FREE 
Panasonic GD55 4500 2250 FREE FREE E FREE FREE 
Nokia 3650 18,850 4000 FREE FREE i FREE FREE 
Siemens $57 7288 14500 7500 FREE Lr 11,000 FREE 
Nokia 6610 16000 3.000 FREE FREE 15 FREE FREE = z 
Nokia 2100 1750 FREE FREE FREE FREE € : b X | 
Motorola T190 1250 FREE FREE FREE FREE D 3 PIE É 
Sony Ericsson T100 200 FE FREE FREE FREE Lud ara 


Sony Ericsson 7200 5,000 2750 750 FREE 1750 CELLUL R 


Nokia 3510 270 FRE FREE FREE 2750 FREE : Ceri 
Prices roleci 2t-mosth holding period, 12-month pricing available upon inquiry Handset prices for Plan 250 include Registration Fe of P1,250. Everything Important is Under the Sun 


THE SUN SHOPS : Robinsons Galleria 4th Fir SM North EDSA Ground Fir Carpark Bldg Robinsons Metro East Big R Lobby + SM Southmall Level 2 Robinsons Starmills Ground Fir « Robinsons Place lloilo 
* SM City Davao * Robinsons Place Cagayan de Oro Ground Fir « Robinsons Place Bacolod 2nd Fir + For more details, contact our Hotline at (02) 395-8000 or visit our website at www.suncellular.com.ph 


